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Multumiri,

Convingerea interioara pentru realizarea acestei lucrari este pornitd din dorinta de a

informatiei contabile.

Cercetarea este canalizatd spre ilustrarea relatiei dintre calitatea auditului financiar si
rapoartelor financiare in fundamentarea deciziilor oricarui utilizator interesat., din perspectiva
contributiei pe care o poate aduce un audit financiar de calitate n validarea si valorizarea a doua
concepte controversate, respectiv adevarul contabil si imaginea fidela in contabilitate.

In structura prezentei lucriri am descris stadiul actual in care se afld cunoasterea stiintifica
privind tendintele de Tmbunatatire a calitatii detinutd de informatia contabila si a calitatii auditului
financiar, la baza acesteia a stat o analiza de continut, a unor articole stiintifice considerate de noi
ca fiind relevante pentru acumularea unei baze cognitive ce ne va folosi la construirea planului de
dezvoltare al tezei cét si pentru a identifica posibile noi directii de cercetare viitoare.

Doresc pe aceastd cale sa 11 multumesc si sa 1i transmit Intreaga mea recunostinta,
Prof.univ.dr. Valentin RADU pentru sustinerea, rabdarea si suportul profesional pe care mi le-a
oferit in atingerea obiectivului principal al prezentei cercetari stiintifice .

De asemenea, sunt profund recunoscatoare familiei pentru intreg suportul emotional oferit

pe parcursul elaborarii cercetarii stiintifice.

Cu recunostinta,

Dr. Alexandra-Andreea BRATU (CONSTANTIN-BRATU)
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Oportunitatea si actualitatea demersului de cercetare stiintifica

In demersul stiintific pentru elaborarea lucrarii cu titlul Dezvoltarea calitdtii auditului
financiar pentru validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil si a imaginii fidele, am analizat mai
multe studii care sustin necesitatea desfasurdrii activitdtii de audit financiar cu respectarea
reglementdrilor publicate de organismele profesionale, in special pentru asigurarea unui grad de
protectie adecvat al utilizatorilor de informatii financiar-contabile pe pietele de capital (Matis,
2010).

In sfera tuturor activitatilor, si in special a celor economice, a existat intotdeauna nevoia
unor informatii relevante si credibile. Importanta acestei necesitati a fost adusa in evidentd, odata
cu scandalurile financiare legate de companiile americane Enron si WorldCom, din anul 2001 sau
falimentul Lehman Brothers din anul 2008 (Petra & Spieler, 2020).

In Romania, s-a inregistrat o crestere a studiilor stiintifice care se concentreazi pe
importanta activitatii auditorilor financiari, dar si privind relevanta activitatii lor pentru publicul
larg. Am regasit astfel de studii in revista denumita ,,Audit financiar”, publicatie ce apartine
Camerei Auditorilor Financiari din Roménia (CAFR), dar si in alte reviste economice ale unor
universitati de prestigiu.

Oportunitatea prezentului demers stiintific este datd de evidentierea unor metode de
asigurare a calitatii auditului financiar insuficient abordate de autorii literaturii de specialitate, iar
utilitatea sa deriva din abordarile teoretice si empirice analizate si fundamentate in cadrul lucrarii.

Initierea demersului stiintific este orientat spre dezvoltarea urmatoarelor idei:

e Considerdm ca, atat in prezent cat si in perioadele urmatoare, rolul social al contabilitatii
va creste, prin imbunatatirea capacitatii de furnizare a informatiei financiar-contabile,
necesare oricarei persoane preocupate de perceperea realitdtii economice in contextul
asigurarii imaginii fidele si adevarului contabil;

¢ Auditul financiar are un rol esential in studierea adevarului contabil, orientat spre validarea
imaginii fidele din contabilitate, pentru a consolida deciziile oricarui utilizator interesat;

e Un audit de calitate, prin modul de validare al adevarului contabil si valorizare a imaginii
fidele in contabilitate, va sustine buna functionare a societatii si va contribui la

imbunatatirea comunicarii informatiei contabile oricdrui utilizator interesat.
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In acest mod, prezenta cercetare este plurivalenta si de actualitate, prin aprofundarea ei
asigurandu-se elaborarea unui produs stiintific cu impact pozitiv asupra practicii auditului
financiar, sporeste importanta, semnificatia si asigura informatii financiar-contabile de calitate prin
intermediul unui audit financiar de calitate, deziderat urmarit atat de auditorii financiari, cat si de

orice persoand interesata in utilizarea informatiei financiar-contabile auditate.

Contextul cercetarii

Preocupdri permanente de imbunatatire a calitatii auditului financiar, sunt regasite si in
politicile organismelor internationale, un loc aparte fiind agenda actuald a Consiliului pentru
Standarde Internationale de Audit si Asigurare (IAASB, 2018). IAASB sub supravegherea
Consiliului de Supraveghere in Interesul Public, si la recomandarea Grupului consultativ al
IAASB, structuri care sunt facilitate in activitdtile lor de Federatia Internationald a Contabililor
(IFAC), emite standarde de audit si asigurare, precum si indrumari pentru profesionistii contabili
privind utilizarea acestor standarde. Tn fapt, obiectivul IAASB este unul de interes public,
standardele de audit, asigurare si a alte standarde conexe, fiind destinate facilitdrii convergentei
standardelor internationale si nationale de audit si asigurare, contribuind astfel la sporirea
increderii utilizatorilor interesati, in profesia globala de audit. Astfel, IAASB a emis in decembrie
2020, Standardul pentru managementul calitatii in auditul situatiilor financiare ISA 220 (IAASB,
2020) si Standardul pentru managementul calitatii firmelor care asigura servicii de audit financiar
ISQM 1, care la nivel conceptual, trec de la controlul calitatii la managementul calitatii serviciilor
de audit si asigurare.

ISA 220 (revizuit) si ISQM 1 sunt in vigoare incepand cu data de 15 decembrie 2022. Acest ISA
220 (revizuit) se aplica si auditurilor de grup si, prin urmare, este destinat sa functioneze cu
standardul existent al IAASB privind auditurile de grup, ISA 600. La data aprobarii ISA 220
(revizuit) si ISQM 1, revizuirile ISA 600 nu erau definitivate. ISA 600 (revizuit) a fost emis in
aprilie 2022 si a intrat in vigoare pentru auditurile de grup incepand cu sau dupa data de 15
decembrie 2023 (IAASB, 2023). Aceste reglementari de ordin succesiv, substantiaza prin
actualitatea lor, Insdsi actualitatea prezentei teme de cercetare, confirmand utilitatea ei, inclusiv

pentru directii viitoare de cercetare.
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Obiectivul principal al cercetarii de doctorat

Aceastd cercetare de doctorat initiatd intr-o perioada in care auditorul financiar este
constrans de timpul limitat necesar analizei unui volum cat mai mare de informatii si documente,
are ca scop principal identificarea unor solutii de management al calitatii auditului financiar.
Obiectivul principal al cercetarii vizeaza imbunatdtirea managementului calitatii in auditul
situatiilor financiare, pentru asigurarea unor informatii financiar-contabile de calitate, necesare
satisfacerii nevoilor categoriilor de utilizatori Tn contextul validarii si valorizarii adevarului

contabil si imaginii fidele.
Obiectivele specifice

Acest obiectiv principal al temei de cercetare a fost dezvoltat in trei obiective secundare,
dupa cum urmeaza:

Obiectivul secundar nr. 1 — Identificarea si construirea cadrului de referinta al contabilitatii
si auditului financiar raportat la conceptele de adevar contabil si imagine fidela;

Obiectivul secundar nr. 2 — Definirea unor proceduri inovative pentru validarea adevarului
contabil si influenta acestora in activitatea de audit financiar pentru valorizarea imaginii fidele a
contabilitatii;

Obiectivul secundar nr. 3 — Realizarea unor cercetari fundamentale si empirice privind
managementul calitatii auditului financiar si perspectivele imbundtatirii sale, in scopul validarii si

valorizarii adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele n contabilitate.

Pe baza obiectivului principal si a obiectivelor secundare derivate se constituie Tntrebarea
principali a cercetirii: [n ce masurd auditul financiar caracterizat de un inalt standard de calitate,
mai poate fi perfectionat pentru a realiza analiza informatiilor financiar-contabile cu scopul
validarii si valorizarii adevarului contabil si a imaginii fidele?

Pentru dezvoltarea demersului stiintific am procedat la analiza a doua directii de cercetare.
O prima directie de cercetare, este aceea ca, evolutia auditului financiar este intr-un plin progres,
perfectiondndu-se odata cu dezvoltarea economica si rdspunde in mod afirmativ cerintelor pietei.
Cercetarea este abordata intr-un mod pragmatic, dedicat actiunii si rezolvarii actualelor probleme

existente in acest domeniu. Pozitia in acest context, datoritd societatilor multinationale si
9
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globalizarii pietelor financiare si aparitia Standardele Internationale de Audit (ISA), aceste
standarde au fost adoptate de catre toate statele lumii, Europa dezvoltandu-se in pas cu cerintele
actuale de pe piata si cu evenimentele economice. Cea de-a doua directie de cercetare analizata,
este cd, atat In plan national, cat si in plan mondial, s-au facut pasi importanti in armonizarea
procesului de audit financiar, astfel incat existd similitudini intre cele doua nivele, diferentele fiind
nesemnificative.

In acest context, metodele de cercetare empirice si legitura continui cu realitatea, sunt
indispensabile. Tn acest sens, a fost realizat un studiu empiric utilizand ca instrument chestionarul,
pentru care au fost asumate doud obiective operationale si anume:

Obiectiv operational de cercetare 1: Validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil si a
imaginii fidele, depind de calitatea activitatii de audit financiar;

Obiectiv operational de cercetare 2: Profesionalismul auditorului financiar reprezinta
premisa unui audit de calitate al situatiilor financiare prin care se realizeaza validarea si valorizarea
adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele in contabilitate.

Cele doua obiective operationale sunt circumscrise si obiectivului general de cercetare,
fiind dezvoltate prin intermediul a cinci ipoteze de lucru, a caror analiza face obiectul studiului

empiric din capitolul V.

Ipotezele cercetarii

Cercetarea abordeaza problematica relatiei dintre trendul de dezvoltare al sistemelor
economice, impactul dat in special de era digitalizarii si trendul national si international al
metodologiei aplicate Tn cadrul misiunilor de audit.

Nu am urmarit Insa sa avem o pozitionare etimologica exclusivista.

Demersul stiintific se constituie, in principal, din contributiile proprii aduse arealului de
cunostinte privind rolul, locul si insemndtatea auditului financiar pentru cresterea calitatii
informatiei contabile si in special, pentru valorizarea pozitiva a conceptului de imagine fidela.

Asa cum este prezentat si in capitolul I, n tabelul nr. 32. am prezentat ilustrativ, ipotezele
de cercetare a caror validitate este analizatd prin intermediul cercetarii si rezultatelor obtinute.
Verificarea validitatii este descrisa la nivelul fiecarei ipoteze de cercetare, dupa cum urmeaza:
Ipoteza 1. Adevarul contabil si imaginea fideld in contabilitate validate prin activitatea de audit

financiar sunt deosebit de importante pentru categoriile de utilizatori.
10
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Ipoteza 2. Profesionistii contabili si auditorii financiari joaca un rol esential in asigurarea in

asigurarea calitatii informatiilor financiar-contabile.

Ipoteza 3. Metodele, tehnicile si instrumentele de realizare a auditului financiar sunt perfect

adaptate nevoilor de management al calitatii.

Ipoteza 4. Societatile de audit din tara noastra isi pot adapta rapid procedurile pentru trecerea de

la controlul calitatii la un management al calitatii misiunilor de audit financiar.

Ipoteza 5. Nivelul de implicare al autoritatilor de reglementare in asigurarea managementului
calitatii auditului financiar este direct proportional cu reprezentarea adevarului contabil si a

imaginii fidele.
Aspecte epistemologice si problematica cercetarii

Constatam ca, literatura de specialitate considerd majoritar contabilitatea ca fiind o
activitate productiva, cu un produs finit special, ce constd in informatia financiard, astfel incat
pozitionam contabilitatea in arealul disciplinelor specifice evaludrii si comunicarii informatiilor
catre diversi utilizatori (Macarie, 2001). Principalul mijloc de comunicare catre diversele categorii
de utilizatori ai informatiilor contabile il reprezinta Situatiile financiare anuale, cat si alte situatii
contabile centralizate. Consideram ca in acest moment calitatea informatiilor pe care o regdasim in
cadrul acestor documente impacteaza major comportamentului si deciziile investitorilor, mai ales
in situatiile Tn care parcurgem perioade de crizd, dar si asupra unor alte categorii de utilizatori
(manageri, salariati, parteneri comerciali, burse de valori, banci, organe fiscale, etc.).

In literatura studiatd, o mare parte a autorilor arata ca, daca nu ar exista auditorii financiari
care sd auditeze situatiile financiare produse de contabili, ar exista si riscuri mai mari pe pietele
financiare, sau s-ar manifesta o crestere vizibila a costului capitalurilor, care in cele din urma, s-ar
reflecta in diminuarea standardului de viata, in ansamblu. in egala masura insd, sunt o serie de
autori care se Intreaba si cautd solutii privind responsabilitatea auditorilor in ceea ce priveste
identificarea fraudelor (Parlamentul European, 2023).

Din ansamblul literaturii de specialitate studiate, se constatd existenta unui consens,
conform cdruia, contabilitatea este privitd ca o constructie sociald, o oglinda a realitatii

conjuncturale in care s-a dezvoltat societatea. Intr-o perspectivia evolutivi, constatim ca,

11
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reglementdrile contabile si de audit, au fost in multe cazuri, consecinte ale marilor scandaluri
financiare sau la actiunile abuzive de ordin politic sau de ordin economic si social. In literatura de
specialitate din Marea Britanie se regaseste incepand cu anul 1970, ideea cd reglementarile
contabile si de audit nu ar fi un instrument neutru de oglindire a realitatii, deoarece acestea sunt
rezultatul unui amplu proces politic adaptat in primul rand la vointa si scopurile economice

urmarite de diverse parti interesate (Ionascu, 2003).

Structura si continutul lucrarii de cercetare

Tema de cercetare este tratata in cinci capitole I-V, completate de o introducere si o
sectiune speciald de concluzii generale, contributii personale si recomandari pentru directii

viitoare ale cercetarii.

Tn capitolul | intitulat ,,Delimitiri conceptuale privind adevirul contabil validat prin
situatiile financiare auditate” dezvoltd conceptul de informatie contabild din perspectiva
adevarului contabil validat in cadrul situatiilor financiare, In scopul valorizarii informatiei
contabile auditate pentru mediul de afaceri sau orice utilizator care este interesat de documentele
financiare ale unei societati economice. Prin cercetarea de tip descriptiv realizata, se urmareste
verificarea partiala a ipotezei 1. Adevarul contabil si imaginea fideld in contabilitate validate prin
activitatea de audit financiar sunt deosebit de importante pentru categoriile de utilizatori.

Tn capitolul al Il-lea intitulat ,,Reflectarea imaginii fidele din contabilitate in calitatea
auditului situatiilor financiare” , utilizdnd metoda descriptiva, am analizat stadiul cunoasterii legat
de nevoia unei informatii financiar-contabile de calitate care sa fie generate in cadrul situatiilor
financiare. Aici, se studiaza conceptul de imagine fidela ca provocare din perspectiva contabilitatii
creative datoritd dificultatilor dar si al oportunitatilor de manipulare a informatiilor continute in
raportarile financiare. Constatam prin cercetarea realizata ca, orice utilizator interesat prin prisma
nevoilor sale de informare poate influenta cantitatea si calitatea informatiei contabile.

Capitolul al Ill-lea intitulat ,,Abordari normative si practice privind calitatea auditului
financiar” analizeazi problematica metodelor specifice managementului calitatii auditului. in
sectiunea teoreticd am prezentat o descriere a normativului national, armonizat cu standardele
profesionale internationale, ca fundament al analizei modului de validare si valorificare a

informatiilor contabile continute in situatiile financiare auditate. Constatdm ca, informatia
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contabild, Inscrisa in documentele justificative primare sau de evidentd contabila, intocmite
potrivit legii nationale, nu asigura Intotdeauna o oglindire fidela a realitatii, datoritd metodelor si
tehnicilor de manipulare a conturilor. Rezultatul analizei din sectiunea teoretica, este transpus
aplicativ, In cazul unei societdti de audit.

Capitolul al IV-lea intitulat ,,Componente inovatoare pentru imbunatatirea misiunii de
audit” aduce o contributie noua referentialului cercetdrilor empirice, care au concluzionat ca:
societatile de audit nationale nu au dezvoltate proceduri de control a calitatii auditului financiar,
dar acestea trebuie sa parcurga un proces de actualizare, ca urmare a noii viziuni IAASB privind
trecerea de la controlul calititii, la managementul calititii in activitatea de audit. In acest sens
dezbatem amendamentele aduse standardelor internationale de audit de catre IAASB pentru
trecerea de la controlul calitatii la managementul calitatii auditului situatiilor financiare, aportul
sau elocvent fiind in asigurarea cunoasterii noilor cerinte ale traseului de parcurs de catre
societdtile de audit pentru conformarea in viitorul.

Tn capitolul al V-lea intitulat ,,Studiu empiric privind Imbunatatirea calitatii auditului
financiar In concordanta cu provocarile contabilitdtii creative”, am realizat fundamentarea cadrului
conceptual, metodologic si epistemologic. Am studiat perceptia profesionalistilor contabili si
auditorilor financiari privind validarea si valorificarea informatiei contabile in auditul financiar.
De asemenea in cadrul acestui capitol am realizat verificarea si validarea ipotezelor de cercetare,
finalizand studiul empiric prin realizarea Ghidului de imbunatatire a calitatii auditului pentru
validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil.

Concluziile tezei de doctorat scot in evidenta necesitatea unei adaptéri a productiei de
informatie contabild, la tehnica avansatd a mediului de afaceri, in scopul imbunatatirii procesului
de comunicare a productiei contabile generat de auditul financiar, pentru asigurarea unei imagini
fidele si a adevarului contabil, capabile sd satisfacd cerintele de informare ale persoanelor
interesate. Este distinct descrisa contributia personala la nivelul cercetarii fundamentale si al celei
empirice. Demersul stiintific se incheie cu o retrospectiva a limitelor cercetdrii, ca o poarta
deschisd pentru viitoare directii de cercetare orientate spre perfectionarea contabilitatii si auditului

financiar, inclusiv in zona de asigurare a unui real management al calitatii auditului financiar.
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Concluzii finale

In aceasta cercetare de doctorat intitulata ,, Dezvoltarea calitatii auditului financiar pentru
validarea §i valorizarea adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele”’, am tratat atat teoretic cat si practic,
calitatea auditului financiar, ca activitate specifica validarii si valorizarii informatiei financiare si
contabile.

Am colectat in acest sens, abordari interpretative si critice ale cadrului conceptual, si am
diseminat metode de realizare a managementului calitatii auditului financiar asociate validarii si
valorizarii contabilitatii.

Prezentul demers de cercetare a determinat elaborarea anumitor propuneri menite sa
imbunatateasca practicile de realizare a managementului calitatii atat la nivelul misiunilor de audit
dar si la nivelul firmelor de audit, deschizand astfel orizonturi noi pentru cercetarile empirice.

Raportat la obiectivele si ipotezele cercetdrii, am cautat sa deslusim solutii pentru a crea
cea mai bund asociere a calitatii auditului financiar cu adevarul contabil si imaginea fidela a
contabilitatii.

Reiterdm ca, imbunatatirea calitdtii auditului financiar este obiectivul general asumat al
acestei lucrari de doctorat. In scopul indeplinirii acestui obiectiv:

e am descris stadiul cunoasterii privind auditul financiar si am prezentat tendintele de
dezvoltare viitoare, accentuand necesitatea privind trecerea de la sistemul de control la cel
de management al calitdtii auditului;

e pe bazd de rationament profesional, analizand tendintele domeniului corelativ stadiului
actual portretizat in cadrul cercetdrii empirice realizate, am adus o contributie personald
originald la arealul studiilor stiintifice care releva rolul si importanta calitatii auditului Tn
valorizarea unei informatii contabile de calitate comunicate prin situatiile financiare
auditate;

e am identificat preocuparile contemporane ale organismelor internationale in diseminarea
unui management al calitatii auditului situatiilor financiare pentru sporirea ncrederii
utilizatorilor.

In capitolele 1T si IIT am aritat ca, stiinta contabilititii are ca scop reflectarea activelor,
datoriilor si capitalurilor si a exercitiului financiar al unei anumite entitati la o anumitd data. Pentru
a indeplini acest scop, in practica contabila se aplica norme, reguli si proceduri care poartd
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denumirea de principii, postulate si/sau conventii contabile. Aceste principii si postulate sunt
constructii mentale si au fost adoptate pentru o aplicabilitate generald, in urma unui consens sau
compromis, ulterior reglementat la nivel international, cu unele adaptari specifice fiecarei tari.
Astfel, aceste ipoteze de cuantificare si masurare a bunurilor si valorilor economice la nivel
contabil, pot diferi de la o tara la alta.

Postulatele reprezintd ipoteze si teoreme logice, cu continut fundamental care nu necesita
o demonstrare apriorica. In fapt, acestea au fost determinate de observatiile din mediul economic,
social, politic si juridic, facute intr-o perioadd indelungatd asupra obiectivelor de informare
financiar-contabila, in scopul identificarii utilizatorilor de informatii financiare, dar si a
necesitatilor lor de informare. Pentru Intelegerea acestor observatii, am definit postulatele entittii,
al continuitatii exploatarii si cel al specializarii (sau independentei exercitiilor).

Principiile contabile sunt seturi de norme sau reguli utilizate in practica contabila, care
faciliteaza inregistrarea informatiilor contabile si interpretarea corecta a acestora. Inteleg din toate
acestea ca, practica contabila nu poate functiona in economia unei tari fard aplicarea principiilor,
postulatelor si normelor si ca fara acestea nu se poate intocmi contabilitatea entitatii economice.

In contextul actual, suntem de parere ci, adevdrul contabil poate fi considerat o
reprezentare congtientd a postulatelor si principiilor contabile, astfel cum au fost adaptate in
normele de reglementare specifice fiecdrei tri, al carui continut, reflectat in documentele de
evidentd contabild a operatiunilor economice, depinde de capacitatea de intelegere a fiecarui
utilizator de buna-credinta.

Definitia enuntata: Adevarul contabil este o formd constientizatd de manifestare a
contabilitatii, care depinde de perceptia sincera a utilizatorului de informatie contabild. In
acceptiunea noastrd, adevarul contabil este echivalent cu imaginea fidela in contabilitate, daca se
respectd principiile fundamentale ale contabilitatii, corelativ reglementarilor legale, aplicabile la
un moment dat. Constatarea este aceea ca: auditul financiar are ca obiect de analizd adevarul
contabil.

Consideram ca, auditorii financiari conferda legitimitate adevarului contabil continut in
situatiile financiare. Certificarea acordata situatiilor financiare prin semnatura opiniei de audit ar
trebui sa se constituie ca o garantie a conformitatii cu dispozitiile legale si nu 1n ultimul rand, sa

fie o asigurare credibild pentru utilizatori ca, situatiile financiare dau o imagine fidela, corecta si
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sincerd a rezultatului financiar, a activelor, datoriilor si capitalurilor proprii ale unei entitati
auditate.

Concluzionam astfel ca, existd o legatura directa intre adevarul contabil si auditul financiar,
manifestata, in mod concret, prin rezultatul misiunii auditului financiar, adica validarea sau
invalidarea situatiilor financiare.

Tn capitolul 111, referitor la validarea ipotezelor de cercetare asumate, apreciem ci:

e in viziunea noastrd, imaginea fidela reprezintd rezultatul final la care trebuie sd ajunga
contabilitatea, adicd acea calitate pe care informatia contabild trebuie sd o indeplineasca
pentru a fi clard, completa si usor de exploatat;

e in fapt, imaginea fideld nu trebuie sa se constituie ca o copie a realitdtii, dar existenta ei se
poate aprecia prin gradul de incredere transmis oricarui utilizator de informatie contabila.
Astfel, se poate afirma ca, imaginea fidela este adevarul contabil constientizat cu buna
credintd, atat de producatorul, cat si de utilizatorul informatiei contabile;

e in normativul specific auditului, conceptul de imagine fidela nu are o definitic asumata.
Consideram ca, imaginea fidela nu poate sa fie separatd de regularitatea si sinceritatea

legii. Sinceritatea presupune o constientizare a necesitatii de conformare la dispozitiile legii.

In capitolul IV am aritat ca auditorii financiari sunt responsabili pentru certificarea unei
informatii contabile de calitate continute in situatiile financiare auditate. Activitatea de audit
financiar trebuie sd facd obiectul unor politici si proceduri adecvate, capabile sd asigure
conformarea cu dispozitiile legale si standardele profesionale aplicabile. Prin cultura
organizationala a fiecarei entitati de audit ar trebui sa se promoveze principiile fundamentale ale
eticii si comportamentului, pentru crearea unui sistem de valori morale care sa fie aplicat atat in
relatiile colegiale cat si in relatiile cu clientii. Pentru a respecta noile cerinte ale standardelor
internationale, firmele de audit trebuie sa isi adapteze politicile pentru trecerea de la un sistem de
control la unul de management al calitatii misiunilor de audit. In acest scop, firmele de audit ar
trebui sd opereze n baza unui Manual de management al calitatii auditului, care inglobeaza
politicile si procedurile de specifice managementului calitatii, iar acesta trebuie adus la cunostinta
tuturor angajatilor.

De asemenea, am accentuat necesitatea ca sistemul de management al calitatii sa cuprinda

politici elaborate pentru a se obtine o asigurare rezonabild ca misiunile de audit respecta
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dispozitiile legale si standardele profesionale aplicabile, acordand o importantd deosebita Codului
de etica. Lipsa unor asemeneca politici, sau reglementarea necorespunzatoare constituie 0
amenintare permanentd la adresa entitatii de audit care poate ajunge in situatia de a nu-si putea
indeplini obiectivele. Abaterile de la etica promovata la nivelul entitatii de audit, pot conduce nu
numai la materializarea riscului de Tndeplinire al obiectivelor, dar si la compromiterea intregului
sistem de management al calitdtii, cu consecinte directe asupra misiunilor de audit.

Aceste preocupari privind asigurarea unui management al calitatii auditului ar trebui sa se
manifeste si la nivelul entitatilor mici si mijlocii, la nivelul cabinetelor individuale de audit, care
nu pot supravietui in piata daca nu isi asigura un prestigiu al prestarii serviciilor la un inalt standard
de calitate. Instaurarea cu eficientd a unui management al calitatii auditului la nivelul tuturor
categoriilor de entitati prestatoare de servicii de audit, ar contribui, indubitabil la cresterea gradului
ncrederii pe care utilizatorii 7l au in calitatea informatiei contabile continute in situatiile financiare
auditate.

In cadrul capitolului V am realizat o cercetare empirici cu privire la perceptia
profesionistilor contabili si auditorilor financiari referitoare la validarea si valorificarea
informatiei contabile in auditul financiar. Din studiul realizat, concluzia principala este ca
profesionalismul auditorului financiar reprezinta si este premisa unui audit financiar de calitate,
avand in vedere faptul ca, in raportul de audit sunt cuprinse opiniile auditorului financiar,
rationamentul acestuia fiind cel care determind rezultatul final al misiunii de audit.

Intre calitatea auditului financiar si calitatea informatiei financiar contabile raportata prin
situatiile financiare, existi o relatie de dependenta directa. In consecinta, auditul financiar detine
un rol important in validarea informatiei financiar contabile si de asemenea valorizarea, validarea
adevarului contabil si imaginea fideld depind intr-o mare masura de calitatea pe care o are auditul
financiar.

Concluzia finala a ansamblului lucrarii noastre de cercetare este ca, in ciuda progreselor
inregistrate de auditul financiar in evolutia sa istorica, sunt necesare eforturi sporite de
reglementare pentru validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele Tn contabilitate.
Rolul informatiei contabile a progresat din punct de vedere istoric, din punct de vedere al
conceptului si mai ales din punct de vedere al obiectivelor asociate situatiilor financiare.

Cu toate acestea, in urma cercetarii realizate, s-a observat o nemultumire fata de rolul actual

al auditorului financiar si o neincredere a utilizatorilor in informatiile financiare auditate. De aceea
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cred ca auditorii si firmele de audit nu ar trebui sa treaca cu vederea importanta sociald care se da
azi auditului financiar, pozitia obtinuta astazi in societate, dupa eforturi de sute de ani si eventual
sd-si largeasca aria de responsabilititi, sd caute noi metode sau proceduri compatibile cu nevoile
actuale, care sd vina in sprijinul utilizatorilor informatiei financiar contabile.

Auditul financiar reprezintd un domeniu de interes, de o complexitate a temelor aparte si 1l
regdsim aflat intr-un continuu proces de dezvoltare, atat pe plan intern cét si pe plan extern, fapt
ce determina in inepuizarea informatiilor cuprinse in cercetarea aplicata printr-o singura cercetare
de doctorat. In scopul imbunatitirii permanente la nivelul activitatii auditului financiar am elaborat
un Ghid pentru validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil in auditul financiar specific sectiunii

bilantiere a Imobilizarilor corporale, care face obiectul sectiunii urmatoare.

Contributii personale

Contributiile personale sunt descrise individualizat, pentru palierul -cercetarilor
fundamentale (teoretice) si pentru palierul cercetarilor aplicative (empirice).
. Aportul personal adus cercetarilor teoretice include:

1. Cercetare critica si interpretativa asupra relatiilor dintre cadrul normativ general al
auditului financiar si tendintele existente in plan international privind adaptarea politicilor si
procedurilor de audit pentru trecerea de la un control al calitatii, la managementul calitdtii
misiunilor de audit;

2. Studiu critic asupra metodelor de evaluare a calitatii informatiei contabile, aflate sub
amenintarile dovedite ale contabilitatii creative;

3. Prezentarea descriptiva a tehnicilor si metodelor de control si/sau management al calitétii
auditului financiar, generate de noile standarde promovate de organismele internationale, pe care
le consideram inca neadaptabile mediului actual de dezvoltare al firmelor de audit nationale;

4. Cercetare de tip fundamental privind imaginea fidela ca obiectiv al intocmirii situatiilor
financiare de catre profesionistul contabil, rolul si importanta profesionistilor contabili, Tn general
si al auditorilor financiari, in special, pentru asigurarea adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele,
pornind de la perceptia acestora cu privire la calitatea auditului financiar. Aceasta cercetare se

constituie intr-un aport inovativ, capabil sa fundamenteze necesitatea implementarii graduale in
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legislatia nationald a unor instructiuni de aplicare a metodelor de evaluare a managementului
calitatii misiunilor de audit de catre toate societdtile de audit din Roménia;
5. Retrospectiva cercetarilor anterioare cu privire la corelatia dintre adevarul contabil si
realizarea unui audit financiar de calitate.
Aceste cercetdri fundamentale au un caracter de noutate prin originalitatea prezentarii si 1si
dovedesc utilitatea si oportunitatea pentru:
e a cunoaste istoricul, dar si stadiul actual cu privire la cercetarea relatiei dintre contabilitate
si auditul financiar;
e a cunoaste stadiul actual al cercetarii in ceea ce priveste trecerea de la controlul calitatii la
managementul calitatii misiunilor de audit;
concrete ale unui audit financiar de calitate de a valida si valoriza adevarul contabil si
imaginea fidela in contabilitate, precum si a nivelului la care referentialul legislativ specific

acopera realitatile din practica auditului financiar.

1. Aportul personal adus cercetarilor empirice include:

1. contributie originala la imbogatirea referentialului de specialitate, orientat spre analiza
gradului de adaptare a cadrului legislativ la necesitdtile de informare corecta si sincera ale oricarui
utilizator de informatie contabila;

2. contributie originald la o mai bund intelegere si aprofundare a metodelor de analiza a
calitdtii misiunilor de audit, pentru a putea genera propunerea unor instructiuni, ghiduri, manuale,
sau orice documente ajutdtoare pentru asigurarea unei implementari eficace a managementului
calitatii auditului financiar;

3. contributie inovativa prin descrierea metodologica a realizdrii unui management al
calitatii auditului financiar, In limita datelor si informatiilor disponibile pentru o firma de audit
nationala;

4. contributie inovativa prin prezentarea unui ghid de implementare a managementului

calitatii auditului financiar conform ultimelor recomandari IAASB;
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5. contributie inovativa prin realizarea unui studiu aplicativ cu privire la necesitatea trecerii
de la controlul calitdtii misiunilor de audit la managementul calitatii, in cadrul unei firme nationale
de audit financiar;

6. contributie inovativa prin realizarea unei cercetari empirice pe baza de chestionar, pentru
analiza perceptiei contabililor si auditorilor, cu privire la calitatea auditului financiar, aflata in
relatie de interdependenta cu informatia contabila de calitate;

7. contributie inovativa prin elaborarea unui Ghid pentru validarea si valorizarea adevarului
contabil Tn auditul financiar cu privire la imobilizarile corporale.

Concluzia finald a cercetarii empirice este cd, in contextul legislativ actual, nu este
universal valabila afirmatia cd, auditul financiar este capabil in practica, sa valideze si sa valorizeze
adevarul contabil si imaginea fideld in contabilitate.

Sintetizand, munca de cercetare a fost orientatd pentru indeplinirea sarcinii asumate in
cadrul obiectivului general al cercetarii, potrivit caruia am analizat dacd Tmbunatatirea
managementului calitatii in auditul situatiilor financiare, va conduce la asigurarea unei informatii
financiar-contabile de calitate, care satisface necesitatile utilizatorilor interesati pentru validarea si

valorizarea adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele in contabilitate.

Propuneri privind cercetari viitoare

Suntem convinsi cd, problematica calitdtii auditului in general si a auditului financiar in
special, orientatd spre validarea si valorizarea unei informatii contabile de calitate este un deziderat
care comporta multe eforturi de cercetare. Este de netdgaduit ca, terenul cercetdrii nu este inca
suficient de populat, in acest sens gasind oportuna dezvoltarea unor cercetari viitoare cu privire la:

e Influentele contabilitatii creative in realizarea unui audit financiar de calitate;

e Dificultati cu privire la auditul financiar in contextul digitalizarii sistemului informational
si valorificarea informatiei contabile;

e Consideratii cu privire la conexiunile intre imaginea fidela si faptele de coruptie ale
auditorulut;

e Analiza situatiei financiare a persoanelor implicate in auditul financiar.
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Directiile de dezvoltare descrise de IAASB in cadrul Ghidului de implementare a ISQM 1,
ISQM 2 si ISA 220 (Revizuit), constituie o directie de cercetare viitoare de real interes, mai ales
din perspectiva urmatoarelor aspecte problematice:
e Modul de evaluare a conduitei profesionale;
e Dificultati in aprecierea calitatii judecatilor sau rationamentelor profesionale;
e Criterii de atribuire a responsabilitatilor pentru gestionarea si asigurarea calitatii auditului;
e Ciriterii de selectie a persoanelor responsabile cu supravegherea misiunii de audit;
e Metode de analiza si evaluare a managementului calitatii firmelor de audit.
e Permanentizarea corelarii cercetdrilor stiintifice la realitdtile mediului de afaceri sau la
sincopele legislative, cu depunerea unui efort sustinut pentru gasirea unor solutii de
imbunatétire a calitdtii contabilitatii si auditului financiar, reprezintd, fara indoiald, o

previzibila directie de cercetare aflata intr-o continua actualitate.

In acest fel, promovam ideea ci, nevoile de informare ale oricarui utilizator interesat pot
influenta cantitatea si calitatea productiei de informatie contabila, iar reglementarea unui test de
calitate a auditului financiar, la nivelul entitatilor de audit, reprezinta, fara indoiala, o previzibila
situatiilor financiare, in special. Nu in ultimul rand, afirmam ca, informatia contabild de calitate
nu poate genera decat un audit de calitate. Problema calitatii auditului trebuie astfel sa fie
dezvoltatd in directia mentinerii unui audit de calitate atunci cand informatiei contabile Ti este

contestata calitatea.
Limitele cercetarii

Demersul de cercetare prezentat a fost orientat in principal catre imbunatatirea
managementului calitatii in auditul situatiilor financiare, pentru asigurarea unor informatii
financiar-contabile de calitate, necesare satisfacerii nevoilor categoriilor de utilizatori Tn contextul
validarii si valorizarii adevarului contabil si imaginii fidele. Prin cercetarea stiintifica realizata s-a

urmarit identificarea solutiilor pentru indeplinirea acestui deziderat calitativ.
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e Elementele care au fost discutate pot fi aplicate si in alte domenii precum raportare
financiara, expertiza, consiliere si evaluare a societatii, acest prim aspect reprezentand una
dintre limitele cercetarii.

e Chestionarul realizat a fost aplicat unui esantion de profesionisti contabili/auditori
financiari, dar esantionul utilizat nu a reprezentat cu exactitate populatia totald din
domeniul auditului financiar ceea ce ar putea reprezenta ce-a de-a doua limitare din cadrul
acestei cercetari.

e Tehnica de cercetare care a fost utilizata, respectiv chestionarul, reprezintd un avantaj
deoarece intrebdrile sunt directe iar respondentii nu pot fi influentati deoarece completarea
se face Tn mod individual de catre fiecare persoan|[, insa intervievatorul poate fi influentat
involuntar in baza raspunsurilor primite ceea ce poate reprezenta o limitare in cadrul
cercetarii.

e Dificultatea de a patrunde in anumite medii economice pentru obtinerea de date

reprezentative cercetarii poate reprezenta de asemenea o limitare din cadrul cercetarii.

Diseminarea rezultatelor cercetarii

Studiul empiric are la baza realizarea unui chestionar, transmiterea lui catre persoane care
apartin domeniului si interpretarea datelor. Scopul chestionarului este de a demonstra daca
profesionalismul pe care il detine un contabil si/sau un auditor financiar determind un audit de
calitate. Persoanele care au completat chestionarul au fost asistate in timpul completarii si li s-a
explicat structura chestionarului. Pe baza raspunsurilor primite in urma completarii chestionarului,
datele au fost introduse in Excel, fiind analizate ulterior pentru prezentarea rezultatelor.

Calitatea auditului financiar poate fi imbunatatita prin determinarea clara a fluxului de
activitati pentru validarea si valorificarea informatiilor contabile continute in situatiile financiare,
organizata sub forma unui ghid. Acest Ghid se constituie intr-un instrument de lucru pentru
auditorii financiari implicati in misiunile de audit, menit sa contribuie la validarea si valorizarea
adevarului contabil continut in situatiile financiare privind imobilizarile corporale. Ghidul este
supus actualizdrii continue, raportat la legislatia contabila aplicabild si necesitd o adaptare

corespunzatoare fiecarui context de desfdsurare a activitdtii societatii auditate.
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In abordarea practici a realizarii unui ghid de imbunatitire a calitatii ghidului am analizat
fluxul de activitati specifice imobilizarilor corporale. Astfel obiectivul specific al ghidului
urmareste determinarea fluxului de activititi pentru validarea si valorificarea informatiilor
contabile continute n situatiile financiare pentru imobilizarile corporale.

Am procedat in continuare spre testarea aplicativa a Ghidului, prin transmiterea acestuia
catre un grup format din 5 auditori financiari, care au realizat evaluarea utilizdnd o grila
predefinita, foarte nesatifacator — nesatifacator — moderat — satisfacator — foarte satisfacator, asa
cum se poate observa in tabelul nr. 38, unde regasim raspunsurile pimite in urma evaluarii

Intrucat notele obtinute de la cei cinci specialisti ai domeniului merg cu precadere pe
satisfacator si foarte satisfacator constatam faptul ca acest Ghid isi indeplineste utilitatea, aceea de
a reprezenta un instrument de lucru in cadrul misiunilor de audit. Astfel contribuie in mod cert la
validarea si valorizarea adevarului contabil din cadrul situatiilor financiare privind imobilizarile

corporale.
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Thanks,

The inner conviction for carrying out this work is based on the desire to deepen, through
scientific methods, the possibilities of the financial audit to ensure the quality of accounting
information.

This research aims to illustrate the link between the quality of financial audits and the
quality of financial-accounting information, highlighting how a high-quality audit can enhance
the credibility and usefulness of financial reports for all users. It also explores how such audits
can validate and add value to two debated concepts: accounting truth and the true and fair view

in accounting.

In this paper, | have outlined the current state of scientific knowledge on improving the
quality of accounting information and financial audits. This is based on a content analysis of
selected scientific articles that are considered relevant for building a cognitive foundation. This
foundation will assist in developing the thesis plan and identifying potential future research

directions.

In this regard, I would like to express my deep gratitude to PhD. Valentin RADU for his
support, patience, and professional guidance in helping me achieve the main objective of this

scientific research.

I am also deeply grateful to my family for their emotional support throughout the
development of this research.

With gratitude,

PhD. Alexandra-Andreea BRATU (CONSTANTIN-BRATU)
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The opportunity and timeliness of the scientific research approach

In the scientific approach to the development of the work entitled ,,Financial audit quality
development for validation and valorization of the accounting truth and the true and fair view”,
we analyzed several studies that highlight the necessity of conducting financial audit activities in
accordance with regulations issued by professional bodies. This is particularly important to ensure
an adequate level of protection for users of financial and accounting information in the capital
markets (Matis, 2010).

Across all spheres of activity, particularly in the economic domain, there has always been
a need for relevant and credible information. The significance of this need was underscored by the
financial scandals involving American companies such as Enron and WorldCom in 2001, as well
as the bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers in 2008 (Petra & Spieler, 2020).

In Romania, there has been an increase in scientific studies emphasizing the importance of
financial auditors' work, as well as the relevance of their activities to the general public. I found
such studies in the journal ,,Financial Audit”, published by the Chamber of Financial Auditors of
Romania (CAFR), as well as in other economic journals from prestigious universities.

The relevance of the current scientific approach stems from the identification of
insufficient methods for ensuring financial audit quality as discussed by authors in the specialized
literature. Its usefulness is derived from the theoretical and empirical approaches that have been
analyzed and substantiated within this work.

The initiation of the scientific approach is oriented towards the development of the
following ideas:

e We believe that, both now and in the coming periods, the social role of accounting will
increase by enhancing its ability to provide financial and accounting information necessary
for anyone concerned with understanding economic reality, while ensuring a true and fair

view and accounting truth;
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e The financial audit plays an essential role in examining accounting truth, focusing on
validating the true and fair view in accounting to strengthen the decisions of any interested
user;

e A quality audit, by way of validating the accounting truth and valorizing the true and fair
view in accounting, will support the proper functioning of the company and will contribute
to improving the communication of accounting information to any interested user.

This research is multifaceted and current, as it deepens understanding and ensures the
development of a scientific product with a positive impact on financial audit practice. It enhances
the importance and quality of financial and accounting information through a rigorous financial
audit, benefiting both financial auditors and anyone interested in using audited financial

information.

Research context

Efforts to improve the quality of financial audits are also reflected in the policies of
international bodies, with a special focus on the current agenda of the International Auditing and
Assurance Standards Board (IAASB, 2018). The IAASB, under the supervision of the Public
Interest Oversight Board and on the recommendation of the IAASB Advisory Group, which is
supported in its activities by the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC), issues auditing
and assurance standards, as well as guidance for accounting professionals on their application. In
fact, the IAASB's objective is of public interest. Its auditing, assurance, and related standards
aim to facilitate the convergence of international and national standards, thereby enhancing the
confidence of interested users in the global auditing profession. Thus, in December 2020, the
IAASB issued the Standard for Quality Management in the Audit of Financial Statements ISA
220 (IAASB, 2020) and the Standard for the Quality Management of Firms Providing Financial
Audit Services (ISQM 1). These standards conceptually shift from quality control to quality

management of audit and assurance services.

ISA 220 (Revised) and ISQM 1 became effective on December 15, 2022. The revised
ISA 220 also applies to group audits and is intended to work in conjunction with the IAASB's
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existing standard on group audits, ISA 600. At the time of the approval of ISA 220 (Revised) and
ISQM 1, the revisions to ISA 600 were not finalized. ISA 600 (Revised) was issued in April
2022 and became effective for group audits beginning on or after December 15, 2023 (IAASB,
2023). These regulations, due to their relevance, underscore the timeliness of the present research

topic, confirming its usefulness and suggesting potential directions for future research.

The main objective of the doctoral research

This doctoral research, initiated at a time when financial auditors are constrained by the
limited time available to analyze a large volume of information and documents, aims primarily to
identify solutions for managing financial audit quality. The main objective of the research is to
enhance quality management in the audit of financial statements to ensure high-quality financial
and accounting information that meets the needs of users in the context of validating and

presenting accounting truth and a true and fair view.

The specific objectives

This main objective of the research theme was developed into three secondary objectives
as follows:

Secondary objective no. 1 - Identifying and constructing the reference framework for
accounting and financial audit in relation to the concepts of accounting truth and the true and fair
view;

Secondary objective no. 2 - Defining innovative procedures for validating accounting truth
and assessing their impact on financial audit activities for the enhancement of the true and fair
view in accounting;

Secondary objective no. 3 - Carrying out fundamental and empirical research on the quality
management of the financial audit and the prospects for its improvement, in order to validate and
valorize the accounting truth and the true and fair view in accounting.

Based on the main objective and the derived secondary objectives, the main question of

the research is constituted: To what extent the financial audit, characterized by a high quality
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standard, can still be perfected to carry out the analysis of financial-accounting information with
the aim of validating and valorizing the accounting truth and the true and fair view?

For the development of the scientific approach, we analyzed two research directions. The
first research direction is that the evolution of financial audit is ongoing, continuously improving
alongside economic development and responding effectively to market demands. The research is
approached pragmatically, focusing on action and addressing current problems in the field. Given
the influence of multinational companies, the globalization of financial markets, and the
introduction of International Auditing Standards (ISA), these standards have been adopted
globally. Europe has developed in line with current market requirements and economic events.
The second direction of research analyzed is that, both nationally and globally, important steps
have been taken in harmonizing the financial audit process, so that there are similarities between
the two levels, the differences being insignificant.

In this context, empirical research methods and continuous connection with reality are
indispensable. In this sense, an empirical study was carried out using the questionnaire as a tool,

for which two operational objectives were assumed, namely:

Operational research objective 1: The validation and valorization of the accounting truth

and the true and fair view, depend on the quality of the financial audit activity;

Operational research objective 2: The professionalism of the financial auditor is essential
for conducting a quality audit of financial statements, which ensures the validation and

enhancement of accounting truth and the true and fair view in accounting.

The two operational objectives are aligned with the general research objective and are
explored through five working hypotheses. The analysis of these hypotheses is the focus of the

empirical study presented in Chapter V.

Research hypotheses

The research examines the relationship between the development trends of economic

systems, particularly the impact of the digitization era, and the national and international
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methodologies applied in audit missions.

However, we did not aim for an exclusive etymological positioning. The scientific
approach primarily consists of original contributions to the field of knowledge concerning the role,
place, and significance of financial audit in enhancing the quality of accounting information, and
specifically, in positively advancing the concept of true and fair view.

As presented in Chapter I, Table no. 32 illustratively presents the research hypotheses
whose validity is analyzed through the research and the results obtained. The validity check is
described for each research hypothesis as follows:

Hypothesis 1: Accounting truth and the true and fair view in accounting, as validated by
financial audit activity, are particularly important for user categories.

Hypothesis 2: Professional accountants and financial auditors play an essential role in
ensuring the quality of financial and accounting information.

Hypothesis 3: The methods, techniques, and tools used in financial auditing are well-
adapted to the needs of quality management.

Hypothesis 4: Audit firms in our country can quickly adapt their procedures to transition
from quality control to quality management of financial audit missions.

Hypothesis 5: The level of involvement of regulatory authorities in ensuring quality
management of financial audits is directly proportional to the representation of accounting truth

and the true and fair view.

Epistemological aspects and research issues

We find that the specialized literature mostly considers accounting as a productive activity,
with a special finished product, which consists of financial information, so we position accounting
in the area of disciplines specific to the evaluation and communication of information to various
users (Macarie, 2001). The main means of communication to various categories of users of
accounting information are the Annual Financial Statements and other consolidated accounting
reports. We believe that at this moment the quality of the information that we find in these

documents has a major impact on the behavior and decisions of investors, especially in situations
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where we go through periods of crisis, but also on other categories of users (managers, employees,
commercial partners, stock exchanges of securities, banks, fiscal bodies, etc.).

In the studied literature, many authors argue that without financial auditors to review the
financial statements prepared by accountants, there would be greater risks in financial markets and
a noticeable increase in the cost of capital, which would ultimately lead to a lower standard of
living overall. However, some authors also question and seek solutions regarding the auditors'
responsibility in identifying fraud (European Parliament, 2023).

From the whole of the specialized literature studied, the existence of a consensus can be
found, according to which accounting is seen as a social construction, a mirror of the conjunctural
reality in which society has developed. From an evolutionary perspective, we find that accounting
and auditing regulations have often been a response to major financial scandals or abusive political,
economic, or social actions. Specialized literature from Great Britain since 1970 suggests that
accounting and auditing regulations are not neutral instruments for reflecting reality, but rather the
result of a broad political process shaped primarily by the will and economic goals of various

interested parties (Ionascu, 2003).

The structure and content of the research paper

The research topic is covered in five chapters 1-V, supplemented by an introduction and a
special section of general conclusions, personal contributions and recommendations for future
research directions.

In chapter | entitled "Conceptual delimitations regarding the accounting truth validated
by the audited financial statements” explores the concept of accounting information from the
perspective of accounting truth validated within financial statements. This chapter aims to enhance
the value of audited accounting information for the business environment and any users interested
in the financial documents of an economic entity. Through the descriptive research carried out, the
partial verification of hypothesis 1 is aimed at. The accounting truth and the true and fair view in
accounting validated by the financial audit activity are particularly important for the categories of

users.
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In the second chapter, entitled "Reflection of the true and fair view in accounting on the
quality of financial statement audits”, we used the descriptive method to analyze the current state
of knowledge regarding the need for high-quality financial and accounting information to be
generated within financial statements. Here, the concept of ,,true and fair view” is examined as a
challenge in the context of creative accounting, focusing on both the difficulties and opportunities
associated with manipulating the information contained in financial reports. The research reveals
that any user, based on their information needs, can influence both the quantity and quality of
accounting information.

Chapter 111 entitled "Normative and practical approaches regarding the quality of the
financial audit” analyzes the issue of specific methods of audit quality managementin the
theoretical section, | provided a description of the national norms harmonized with international
professional standards, which form the basis for analyzing the validation and utilization of
accounting information in audited financial statements. We find that accounting information
recorded in primary supporting documents or accounting records, prepared according to national
law, does not always accurately reflect reality due to the methods and techniques used to
manipulate the accounts. The result of the analysis from the theoretical section is applied to a case
study of an audit company.

Chapter 1V, entitled ,,Innovative components for improving the audit mission”, provides
a new contribution to empirical research. It concludes that national audit firms have not yet
developed adequate financial audit quality control procedures and must undergo a process update
due to the IAASB's new vision for transitioning from quality control to quality management in
audit activities. In this context, we are debating the amendments brought to the international
auditing standards by the IAASB for the transition from quality control to the quality management
of the audit of financial statements, its eloquent contribution being in ensuring the knowledge of
the new requirements of the route to be followed by the auditing companies for compliance in the
future.

In chapter V entitled "Empirical study regarding the improvement of the quality of the
financial audit in accordance with the challenges of creative accounting”, we made the foundation

of the conceptual, methodological and epistemological framework. We studied the perception of
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professional accountants and financial auditors regarding the validation and utilization of
accounting information in the financial audit. Also in this chapter we verified and validated the
research hypotheses, concluding the empirical study with the creation of the Audit quality
improvement guide for the validation and enhancement of accounting truth.

The conclusions of the doctoral thesis highlight the need for an adaptation of the production
of accounting information, to the advanced technique of the business environment, in order to
improve the communication process of the accounting production generated by the financial audit,
to ensure a true and fair view and the accounting truth, capable of satisfy the information
requirements of interested persons. Personal contribution at the level of fundamental and empirical
research is distinctly described. The scientific approach concludes with a review of the research
limitations, serving as a starting point for future research directions aimed at improving accounting

and financial audit practices, including the effective management of the financial audit quality.

Final conclusions

In this doctoral research entitled ,, Financial audit quality development for validation and
valorization of the accounting truth and the true and fair view ”, we treated both theoretically and
practically the quality of the financial audit, as an activity specific to the validation and valorization

of financial and accounting information.

In this context, we collected interpretative and critical perspectives on the conceptual
framework and presented methods for achieving quality management in financial audit, associated
with the validation and enhancement of accounting information.

This research approach determined the development of certain proposals aimed at
improving quality management practices both at the level of audit missions and at the level of audit
firms, thus opening new avenues for empirical research.

Related to the objectives and hypotheses of the research, we sought to discern solutions to
create the best association of financial audit quality with accounting truth and the true and fair

view of accounting.

14



Financial audit quality development for validation and valorization of the accounting truth and the true and fair view

We reiterate that improving the quality of the financial audit is the general assumed
objective of this doctoral thesis. In order to achieve this objective:

e | described the current state of knowledge regarding financial audit and presented the future
development trends, emphasizing the need for the transition from the control system to the
audit quality management system;

e Dbased on professional reasoning, analyzing the trends of the field relative to the current
stage portrayed in the empirical research conducted, | made an original contribution to the
scientific literature, highlighting the role and importance of audit quality in enhancing the
value of quality accounting information communicated through audited financial
statements;

e we identified contemporary concerns of international bodies in promoting audit quality
management practices to enhance user confidence.

In Chapters 11 and 11, we demonstrated that the science of accounting aims to reflect an
entity's assets, liabilities, and equity, as well as its financial performance, as of a specific date. To
achieve this goal, accounting practice uses various norms, rules, and procedures, which are referred
to as principles, postulates, and/or accounting conventions. These principles and postulates are
conceptual frameworks adopted for general applicability, based on consensus or compromise, and
later regulated at the international level with specific adaptations for each country. Thus, these
assumptions for quantification and measurement of goods and economic values at the accounting
level may differ from one country to another.

Postulates are logical hypotheses and theorems with fundamental content that do not
require prior demonstration. In fact, these postulates were derived from long-term observations of
the economic, social, political, and legal environments regarding the objectives of financial-
accounting information. This was done to identify both the users of financial information and their
specific needs. To understand these observations, we defined the postulates of the entity, continuity
of operation, and specialization (or independence of periods).

Accounting principles are sets of norms or rules used in accounting practice that facilitate
the recording and correct interpretation of accounting information. | understand from this that

accounting practice cannot function effectively within a country’s economy without the
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application of principles, postulates, and norms and that without them, the accounting of an
economic entity cannot be properly prepared.

In the current context, we believe that accounting truth can be seen as a deliberate
representation of accounting postulates and principles, as adapted in the regulatory norms specific
to each country. The content of these records, reflecting economic operations, depends on the
understanding capacity of each honest user.

Stated definition: Accounting truth is a deliberate form of accounting representation that
depends on the honest perception of the user of accounting information. In our understanding, the
accounting truth is equivalent to the true and fair view in accounting, if the fundamental principles
of accounting are respected, correlative to the legal regulations, applicable at a given time. The
finding is that: the financial audit has as its object of analysis the accounting truth.

We believe that financial auditors provide legitimacy to the accounting truth presented in
the financial statements. The certification of the financial statements through the audit opinion
should guarantee compliance with legal provisions and, most importantly, provide users with
credible assurance that the financial statements offer a true, accurate, and honest representation of
the financial results, assets, liabilities, and equity of the audited entity.

We thus conclude that there is a direct connection between the accounting truth and the
financial audit, manifested concretely by the result of the financial audit mission, i.e. the validation
or invalidation of the financial statements.

In chapter 11, regarding the validation of assumed research hypotheses, we appreciate that:

e in our view, the true and fair view represents the final result that accounting aims to
achieve, meaning the quality that accounting information must possess to be clear,
complete, and easy to use;

e in fact, the true and fair view must not be constituted as a copy of reality, but its existence
can be appreciated by the degree of confidence transmitted to any user of accounting
information. Thus, it can be stated that the true and fair view is the accounting truth realized
in good faith, both by the producer and by the user of the accounting information;

e in the audit-specific regulations, the concept of true and fair view does not have a defined

meaning.
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We believe that the true and fair view cannot be separated from the regularity and honesty
of accounting as a whole. In our opinion, regularity requires adherence to legal provisions.
Sincerity presupposes an awareness of the need to comply with the provisions of the law.

In Chapter 1V, we demonstrated that financial auditors are responsible for certifying the
quality of the accounting information contained in the audited financial statements. The financial
audit activity must be subject to appropriate policies and procedures capable of ensuring
compliance with applicable legal provisions and professional standards. Through the
organizational culture of each audit entity, fundamental principles of ethics and behavior should
be promoted to establish a system of moral values applicable both in collegial relations and in
interactions with clients. In order to comply with the new requirements of international standards,
audit firms must adapt their policies for the transition from a control system to a quality
management system of audit missions. To this end, audit firms should operate on the basis of an
Audit Quality Management Manual, which includes policies and procedures specific to quality
management, and this should be communicated to all employees.

We also emphasized the need for the quality management system to include policies
designed to provide reasonable assurance that audit missions comply with legal provisions and
applicable professional standards, with particular attention to the Code of Ethics. The absence of
such policies, or inadequate regulation, constitutes a persistent threat to the audit entity, potentially
leading to a situation where it cannot achieve its objectives. Deviations from the ethics promoted
at the level of the audit entity, can lead not only to the materialization of the risk of meeting the
objectives, but also to the compromise of the entire quality management system, with direct
consequences on the audit missions.

These concerns regarding the assurance of audit quality management should also extend to
small and medium-sized entities, as well as individual audit offices, which cannot remain
competitive in the market without maintaining a high standard of service quality.

The efficient establishment of audit quality management at the level of all categories of
entities providing audit services would undoubtedly contribute to increasing the degree of trust
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that users have in the quality of the accounting information contained in the audited financial
statements.

In Chapter V, | conducted an empirical research on the perception of professional
accountants and financial auditors regarding the validation and utilization of accounting
information in the financial audit. From the study carried out, the main conclusion is that the
professionalism of the financial auditor represents and is the premise of a quality financial audit,
considering the fact that, in the audit report, the opinions of the financial auditor are contained, his
reasoning being the one that determines the final result of the audit mission.

Between the quality of the financial audit and the quality of the financial accounting
information reported through the financial statements, there is a direct dependency relationship.
Consequently, the financial audit plays a crucial role in validating financial accounting
information, with the valuation and validation of accounting truth and the true and fair view
depending significantly on the quality of the financial audit.

The final conclusion of the whole of our research paper is that, despite the progress made
by financial auditing in its historical evolution, increased regulatory efforts are needed to validate
and value accounting truth and true picture in accounting. The role of accounting information has
progressed historically, in terms of concept and especially in terms of the objectives associated
with financial statements.

However, the research revealed dissatisfaction with the current role of the financial auditor
and a lack of trust in the audited financial information among users. That is why auditors and audit
firms should recognize the significant social importance of financial auditing, acknowledge the
position it has earned over time, and consider expanding their responsibilities by exploring new
methods or procedures that align with current needs to better support users of financial accounting
information.

The financial audit is a field of significant interest and complexity, undergoing continuous
development both internally and externally, which means that the information covered in applied
research cannot be fully exhausted within a single doctoral study. To continually enhance the
financial audit process, we developed a Guide for the Validation and Valorization of Accounting
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Truth in the Financial Audit, specifically addressing the balance sheet section of Tangible Assets,

which is discussed in the next section.

Personal contributions

Personal contributions are described individually, for the level of fundamental research
(theoretical) and for the level of applied research (empirical).

I. Personal contribution to theoretical research includes:

1. Critical and interpretive analysis of the relationship between the general normative
framework of financial audit and international trends in adapting audit policies and procedures for
transitioning from quality control to quality management of audit missions;

2. Critical study on the methods of assessing the quality of accounting information, under
the proven threats of creative accounting;

3. Descriptive presentation of the techniques and methods of financial audit quality control
and/or management, generated by the new standards promoted by international bodies, which we
consider still not adaptable to the current development environment of national audit firms;

4. Fundamental research regarding the true and fair view as the objective of the preparation
of financial statements by the professional accountant, the role and importance of professional
accountants, in general and of financial auditors, in particular, for ensuring the accounting truth
and the true and fair view, starting from their perception with regarding the quality of the financial
audit. This research constitutes an innovative contribution, capable of substantiating the need for
the gradual implementation in the national legislation of some instructions for the application of
methods for evaluating the quality management of audit missions by all audit companies in
Romania;

5. Retrospective of previous research on the correlation between the accounting truth and
the concept of true and fair view, as well as the possibilities of informing the interested persons by
carrying out a quality financial audit.

These fundamental researches have a novelty character through the originality of the

presentation and prove their usefulness and opportunity for:
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e to know the history, but also the current state regarding the research of the relationship
between accounting and financial audit;

e to know the current state of research regarding the transition from quality control to quality
management of audit missions;

e knowledge of the contemporary perception of accountants and auditors, regarding the
concrete possibilities of a quality financial audit to validate and value accounting truth and
the true and fair view in accounting, as well as the level at which the specific legislative
reference covers the realities of financial audit practice.

I1. Personal contribution to empirical research includes:

1. original contribution to the enrichment of the specialized reference, oriented towards the
analysis of the degree of adaptation of the legislative framework to the needs of correct and honest
information of any user of accounting information;

2. original contribution to a better understanding and deepening of the methods of analysis
of the quality of audit missions, in order to be able to generate the proposal of instructions, guides,
manuals, or any documents helping to ensure an effective implementation of the quality
management of the financial audit;

3. innovative contribution through the methodological description of achieving a financial
audit quality management, within the limits of data and information available for a national audit
firm;

4. innovative contribution by presenting a guide for implementing financial audit quality
management according to the latest IAASB recommendations;

5. innovative contribution by carrying out an applied study regarding the need to move
from quality control of audit missions to quality management, within a national financial audit
firm;

6. innovative contribution by carrying out an empirical research based on a questionnaire,
for the analysis of the perception of accountants and auditors, regarding the quality of the financial
audit, in an interdependent relationship with the quality accounting information;

7. innovative contribution by developing a Guide for the validation and valorization of the
accounting truth in the financial audit regarding tangible assets.
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The final conclusion of the empirical research is that, in the current legislative context,
the statement that the financial audit can practically validate and value the accounting truth and

the true and fair view in accounting is not universally valid.

Summarizing, the research work was oriented to fulfill the task assumed within the
general objective of the research, according to which we analyzed whether the improvement of
quality management in the audit of financial statements will lead to the provision of quality
financial-accounting information that meets the needs of interested users for validation and

valorization of accounting truth and the true and fair view in accounting.

Suggestions for future research

We are convinced that the issue of audit quality, particularly financial audit aimed at
validating and valuing quality accounting information, is crucial and demands significant research
efforts. It is evident that this field remains underexplored, making it timely to pursue future
research on the following topics:

e The influences of creative accounting in carrying out a quality financial audit;

e Difficulties regarding the financial audit in the context of the digitalization of the
information system and the utilization of accounting information;

e Considerations regarding the connections between the true and fair view and the auditor's
acts of corruption;

e Analysis of the financial situation of the people involved in the financial audit.

The development directions described by the IAASB in the Implementation Guide of
ISQM 1, ISQM 2 and ISA 220 (Revised), constitute a direction of future research of real interest,
especially from the perspective of the following problematic aspects:

e How to evaluate professional conduct;

e Difficulties in assessing the quality of judgments or professional reasoning;

¢ Criteria for assigning responsibilities for managing and ensuring audit quality;

e Criteria for the selection of persons responsible for supervising the audit mission;

e Methods of analysis and evaluation of the quality management of audit firms.
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e The permanent correlation of scientific research to the realities of the business environment
or to the legislative syncopes, with the submission of a sustained effort to find solutions to
improve the quality of accounting and financial audit, represents, without a doubt, a
predictable direction of research that is continuously current.

In this way, we promote the idea that the information needs of any interested user can
influence the quantity and quality of the production of accounting information, and the regulation
of a quality test of the financial audit, at the level of audit entities, undoubtedly represents a
predictable direction of research and to improve the performance of accounting, in general, and of
the audit of financial statements, in particular. Last but not least, we assert that quality accounting
information is essential for a quality audit. Therefore, the issue of audit quality should be addressed
in terms of maintaining a high standard of auditing even when the quality of the accounting

information is disputed.

Limits of research

The research approach presented was mainly aimed at improving quality management in
the audit of financial statements, to ensure quality financial-accounting information, necessary to
satisfy the needs of user categories in the context of validating and valorizing the accounting
truth and the fair view. Through the scientific research carried out, the aim was to identify
solutions for achieving this desired quality.

The elements discussed can also be applied in other areas, such as financial reporting,
expertise, consulting, and company evaluation. This broader applicability represents one of the
limitations of the research.

e The completed questionnaire was applied to a sample of professional
accountants/financial auditors, but the sample used did not accurately represent the entire
population in the field of financial audit, which could represent the second limitation of

this research.
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e The research technique used, namely the questionnaire, is advantageous because the
questions are direct, and respondents complete it individually, minimizing the risk of
influence. However, the interviewer may be involuntarily influenced by the answers
received, which could represent a limitation of the research.

e The difficulty of accessing certain economic environments to obtain representative data
may also be a limitation of the research.

Dissemination of research results

The empirical study involves designing a questionnaire, distributing it to professionals in
the field, and interpreting the collected data. The purpose of the questionnaire is to demonstrate
whether the professionalism possessed by an accountant and/or financial auditor determines a
quality audit. Participants who completed the questionnaire received assistance during the process,
and the structure of the questionnaire was explained to them. Based on the answers received after
receiving the completed questionnaire responses, the data were entered into Excel, being analyzed
later for the presentation of the results.

The quality of the financial audit can be improved by clearly determining the flow of
activities for the validation and capitalization of the accounting information contained in the
financial statements, organized in the form of a guide. The guide is a working tool for financial
auditors on audit missions, aimed at assisting in the validation and valuation of the accounting
information related to tangible assets in the financial statements. The guide is subject to continuous
updating, in relation to the applicable accounting legislation, and requires appropriate adaptation
to each context of the audited company's activities.

In the practical approach to developing the guide, we analyzed the activity flow related to
physical assets to enhance its quality. Thus, the specific objective of the guide is to outline the
flow of activities for validating and capitalizing on the accounting information related to tangible
assets in the financial statements.

We proceeded further to the applicative testing of the Guide, by sending it to a group of 5

financial auditors, who carried out the evaluation using a predefined grid, very unsatisfactory -
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unsatisfactory - moderate - satisfactory - very satisfactory, as can be seen in the table no. 38, where
we find the answers received following the evaluation

Since the ratings from the five specialists are predominantly satisfactory or very
satisfactory, we conclude that the Guide effectively serves its purpose as a working tool for audit
missions. Thus, it effectively contributes to the validation and enhancement of the accounting

information related to tangible assets in the financial statements.
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Intrastat, D300, D394, D390, D112.

Business or sector wholesale of pharmaceutical products - dental implants

Economist

ROVERE MOBILI, BELFORM PROD SRL, Bucharest

Bank statement operation, registration of supplier invoices, production registration, registration
of daily consumption, registration of non-compliant products, registration of cash register,
customer invoicing.

Business or sector production of sanitary ware, retail sale of furniture

Doctorate with Specialization in Accounting and Financial Audit at Valahia
University in Targoviste

Master with Specialization in Economics and Business Administration at the
Academy of Economic Studies in Bucharest

Faculty of Environmental Economics within the Academy of Economic Studies in
Bucharest

Ienachita Vacarescu National College from Targoviste, Mathematics-Informatics
Profile

« organized and detail oriented

* excellent communication and writing skills

* university studies in economics

« excellent knowledge of the English language

« knowledge of the MS Office package: Excel, Outlook, Word, Power Point

* knowledge of accounting software: OMC Software, Cros Software, Senior Software ERP,
Saga, Smartbill
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PERSONAL SKILLS u

Mother tongue(s)  Romanian language

Other language(s) UNDERSTANDING SPEAKIN WRITIN
G G
Listening Reading Spoken interaction | Spoken production
English C1 C1l Ci C1l C1
Spanish B2 B2 B2 B2 B2

Communication skills - The ability to work in a team
Good communication skills acquired through my
experience

Organisational / managerial skills  Adaptability, Organizational capacity
Job-related skills  Good command of control processes
(at my last job I was in charge of the financial
department)

Computer skills  Good mastery of Cros Software, Omc Software, Senior
Software, Outlook, Microsoft Office: Excel, Word,
Powerpoint

Other skills  Analytical thinking

Driving licence B



