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REZUMAT

Cuvinte cheie: pastorit local-zonal, transhumanta, oierit, mocani braneni si saceleni, 0i,

stana

Un studiu istorico-etnografic cu privire la pastorit constituie o tema care astazi poate fi
folosita ca baza teoretica in efortul de configurare a unui nou tip de economie pastoral-agricola,
deplasare cu turmele de oi pe spatii largi, ca urmare a orientdrii economice spre forme mai
moderne, trebuiau gasite solutii de adaptare. Putem spune ca si astdzi este o situatie similara,
poate chiar mai complicata, dar cu acelasi efort de adaptare, traditiile, ca elemente identitare, pot
fi integrate iIn modernitatea dominatd de noi tehnologii si forme de exploatare economica a

spatiului rural.

Acesta este si obiectul lucrarii de fata, ca pornind de la elementele de staveche traditie ale
pastoritului, sa se parcurga toate etapele evolutive pana in zilele noastre, integrate in intregul mod
de viata al satului, pentru cd numai intr-un sistem integrat si printr-o permanenta adaptare la

fluxul rapid de schimbari, putem pastra elementele identitare mostenite de la Tnaintasi.

Pastoritul, fie ca este vorba de pastoritul local-zonal, fie cd avem in vedere pastoritul de
trashumantd, a constituit preocuparea a numerosi cercetdtori, istorici, etnografi, economisti,

sociologi, care au abordat subiectul din perspectiva disciplinei careia i-au dedicat cercetarea.

Bibliografia pastoritului, cu implicatiile sale in istoria romanilor, este vasta, insd am
considerat ca o lucrare privind aceasta indeletnicire importanta ca ramura economica si ocupatie
de baza, din perspectiva istorico-etnografica in zonele Bran si Sacele, care sa completeze si sa
sporeasca informatiile publicate in studiile de pand acum, cu documente si marturii inedite ale
celor care au trait viata ca pastori, prezentate in Intregul context al evolutiei istorico-etnografice a
satului traditional, este necesara. Preocuparea pentru abordarea acestei teme a tezei de doctorat
,,Pastoritul local-zonal si transhumanta zonele Bran si Sacele” este de mai multi ani si este legata

si sentimental de genealogia familiei, in care indeletnicirile pastorale cu aspectele sale multiple



dateaza din veacul al XIX-lea si pana in zilele noastre. Totodata, am considerat ca cele doud zone
s-au Tnscris in randul celor mai dezvoltate centre ale pastoritului romanesc si ca tratate impreuna
reflectd realitatea istoricd a relatiei stinse economice §i culturale intre mocanii braneni si
saceleni, de-a lungul timpului, in lupta dusa, pe baza unor argumente juridice cu vremelnicele

stapaniri, pentru obtinerea drepturilor istorice, ca stapani de drept ai pamantului stramosesc.

Analizand formele pe care le imbraca pastoritul in cele doud zone, au fost pastoritul local-
zonal, Tn timp ce transhumanta, ca forma cea mai evoluata a pastoritului, s-a desfasurat pe spatii
largi si a avut o contributie majora la dezvoltarea economicad si culturala a intregului spatiu
romanesc. Formularea din titlu subliniaza preocuparea de a demonstra ca pastoritul se desfasoara
intr-un spatiu variabil intre hotarul satului, munte si campie, ceea ce scoate in evidenta influenta
pe care a avut-o complementaritatea reliefului tarii noastre, cu cele trei zone, 1n viata economica

si modul ingenios si eficient in care a fost folosit.

In legitura cu prima formulare ca tip de pastorit, numita local-zonal, am pornit de la o
realitate constatata de catre prestigiosi etnografi, aceea ca aceasta ocupatie presupune o miscare a
turmelor pentru perioada varatului si iernatului in hotarul satului, sau cu varatul in muntii din
apropiere si iernatul in sat, Intr-un spatiu profesional, care tine de zona in care se afla satul cu
gospodaria proprietarului de vite, ceea ce constituie tot o forma a pastoritului local, dar pe care
etnografii I-au numit pastorit pendulator, ori acest termen nu este intalnit la cei care-1 practica. De

altfel, si formularea din titlu se refera la pastoritul din zonele Bran si Sacele.

In zona Bran, datorita structurii teritoriale, pastoritul local-zonal a fost forma de pastorit
mai dezvoltata cu puternice reflexe in toate manifestdrile de viatd ale comunitatii traditionale, in
timp ce transhumanta a fost tipul de pastorit caracteristic mai ales zonei Sacele, pe care a
dezvoltat-o pana la cele mai complexe forme, asociata cu agricultura si comertul, intr-o unitate

moderna de tipul fermei.

O particularitate care individualizeaza pastoritul din zona Bran cu cel din Sacele o
constituie modalitatea de organizare a pastoritului pe perioada varatului; la Bran stana era mixta
cu oi si vaci, apartindnd in mare parte membrilor obstei satului, in timp ce la Sacele, stina era

numai de oi, care, majoritatea participau la transhumanta pastorala.



In primul capitol “Pdastoritul la romdni”, am prezentat caracteristicile generale ale
pastoritului romanesc, pentru a gasi locul si rolul pe care il ocupa economia pastorala, in

ansamblul economiei romanesti, privit din perspectiva istorico-etnografica.

Tn capitolul al I1-lea, au fost abordate toate formele de viata pastorald din zonele Sicele si
Bran, doud dintre cele de importante zone pastorale din Transilvania, cu implicatiile cele mai
profunde in dezvoltarea economici, demografica si culturala a Tarilor Romane. In zonele Bran
si Sacele, cadrul geografic a fost prielnic dezvoltarii pastoritului. Masivul Bucegi, cu muntii de pe
versantul vestic, Clincea, Ciobotea, Noaghea, Vlidusca, Gaura, Catunu, Gutanu, Pleasa,
Greotisu, apartinand de drept satelor branene cu intinsele lor pasuni, au oferit conditii pentru
varatul a numeroase turme de vite (in documentele urbariale din secolul al XVIll-lea si mai
tarziu, Tn amenajamentele silvice, se mentiona si numarul de vite cite pot pasuna). lar muntii
situati pe platoul Bucegilor, de pe Valea lalomitei si pana in Valea Prahovei, au constituit spatiul

pastoral al turmelor economilor de vite braneni, care au dezvoltat pastoritul de transhumanta.

Prin pozitia sa geografica, Branul este o poarta de trecere prin culoarul Rucar - Bran, in
Muntenia, prin partea de sud-est a Depresiunii Tara Barsei, pe unde in Evul Mediu trecea cel mai
important drum de legatura dintre Transilvania si Tara Romaneasca. Legaturile stranse cu
Dambovita si Muscelul, pe Viile Ialomitei si Dambovitei, precum si pe potecile de plai peste
munti, pe unde mocanii treceau cu turmele spre si dinspre locurile de iernat din campie, au
favorizat practicarea pastoritului.

Sacele, cu cele patru sate: Baciu, Turches, Cernatu si Satulung, situat in sudul Tarii
Barsei, la poalele Masivului Piatra Mare, are un teritoriu administrativ in suprafata de 34.466 ha,
din care aproape 90% apartine formei montane, constand din muntii de pe versantii Masivelor
Ciucas si Piatra Mare, cu o altitudine care atinge 1954 metri, la Varful Ciucas, ceea ce explica
dezvoltarea pastoritului practicat de vestitii mocani. Prin relieful montan, Sacele se invecineaza
cu asezarile Maneciu si Azuga, de peste munti si au legdtura cu Valea Doftanei, arterd de legatura
cu zona subcarpaticd pe unde mocanii coborau cu turmele in Campia si in Béltile Dundrii la
iernat. Satele sacelene se afla intre doud drumuri: drumul Timisului si Drumul Teleajenului,
principala legdturd rutiera intre Transilvania si gurile Dundrii. Valea Teleajenului era si

principalul drum al transhumantei mocanilor saceleni.



Viata pastorald din cele doua zone a fost influentata de factorii istorici determinati de
interesele puterilor strdine care au pus stapanire pe Tarile Romane, dar si de sistemul feudal
intern, caracterizat printr-o fiscalitate excesiva, abuzuri etc. Din secolul XIV si pana la jumatatea
secolului al XIX-lea, atat Branul, cat si Sacele, vor apartine Domeniului Cetatii Bran, construita
la 1377, al carui stapan feudal era Brasovul, imprejurare care va favoriza legaturile si actiunile
comune ale economilor de vite din cele doua zone, in apararea intereselor lor.

Intrarea Transilvaniei sub stapanirea Imperiului Habsburgic la sfarsitul secolului al XVII-
lea aduce o sporire a obligatiilor iobagesti atat a celor fiscale, fata de Austria, cat si a celor fata de
stipanul feudal, Brasovul. In legaturd cu practicarea pastoritului, o situatie completd a acestor
obligatii 0 gasim in recensamintele facute incepand din a doua jumatate a secolului al XVIII-lea
de statul austriac, numite ,,conscriptii urbariale”, Tn care sunt consemnate veniturile de pe
Domeniul Cetatii Bran, din satele branene si din cele sapte sate sacelene: dijma oilor, dijma

viteilor si venitul casariilor, aceleasi pentru braneni si siceleni.

La aceste venituri care reveneau Brasovului, se adauga si veniturile de la muntii care
apartineau teritorial satelor branene si sacelene de pe teritoriul Domeniului Bran. La 1786, cand
potrivit unor ordine ale Curtii de la Viena toate posesiunile orasului Brasov au fost arendate, cu
toate veniturile constand din obligatiile feudale, au fost arendati si toti muntii din zonele Bran si
Sacele.

Sacele si Bran vor ramane in stdpanirea Brasovului padna la Revolutia de la 1848,
eveniment istoric la care si-au adus contributia atdt branenii, cat si sdcelenii, prin participarea
impreund la Adunarea de pe Campia Libertatii de la Blaj, unde purtétorul tricolorului a fost loan

Cavaler de Puscariu din Bran, iar Nicolae Popeea din Sacele, a fost tribun al Branului.

Tn urma Revolutiei de la 1848, prin desfiintarea iobagiei, se desfiinteazd domeniul feudal
al Branului, proprietatea muntilor revine satelor branene si sacelene, in urma unor procese si
reglementari, Tncheiate prin aplicarea Legii de reforma agrara din 1921, cand au fost expropiati
Muntii care au apartinut Brasovului, cu titlul de munti alodiali. Dupa 1848, satele branene si cele
sacelene devin libere si vor intra sub incidenta reglementarilor administratiei de stat, inregistrand

reorganizari succesive.

Pastoritul a avut o puternica influenta asupra evolutiei economice a asezarilor din zonele

Bran si Sacele, dependentda si de o serie de alti factori dintre care, pentru primele faze de



dezvoltare, cei mai importanti au fost mediul geografic si resursele naturale, care, la randul lor, au

avut un rol determinant in structura ocupatiilor.

Economia satelor zonei Bran a fost in mare parte influentatd de raporturile cu zonele
Muscel si Dambovita, in primul rand prin intermediul economilor de vite braneni, care practicau
transhumanta pastorald si prin schimburile de produse, facute la targurile de tard de la Bran,
Campulung, Fieni, Laicai si altele. Dezvoltarea legaturilor economice cu asezarile muscelene si
dambovitene s-a intensificat odata cu inchirierea de catre mocanii care practicau transhumanta a
muntilor din aceste zone .

La dezvoltarea economica a satelor branene au contribuit in mare masura si legaturile cu asezarile
din Tara Barsei. Odata cu utilizarea fortei hidraulice in scopuri industriale, contactul cu Tara Barsei se
intensifica si are loc o difuziune a instalatiilor tehnice de prelucrarea lanii si in satele branene stimulata de
practicarea transhumantei pastorale care putea oferi materia prima necesara industriei textile. lar nevoia de
lana pentru industria textila brasoveana declangeaza si in satele branene si secelene 0 puternica dezvoltare a
economiei de vite, 0 specializare a unor mari intreprinzatori proprietari de oi, care vor participa activ la cel
mai important fenomen economic, care a fost transhumanta pastorala. La randul ei, transhumanta pastorala,
prin deplasarea turmelor in cAmpie, va contribui la dezvoltarea economiei agricole si a schimbului in
produse, cu asezarile din acest spatiu, mai ales din secolul al XVIll-lea, cand cultura porumbului ia amploare
si mamaliga din faind de porumb devine alimentul de baza, Tn asociere cu laptele, Tn satele cu economie
preponderent pastorala.

Contributia pastoritului la evolutia economiei satelor este evidenta si in evolutia tehnicilor
de prelucrare a lanii, impulsionatd de patrunderea si in spatiul branean si sacelean a instalatiilor
actionate hidraulic si pe baza arborelui cu came. De la instalatiile mai simple, pive, darste si
véltori, s-a trecut in prima jumatate a secolului al XX-lea la instalatii mai complexe, masini de

pregatit caierul si de tors lana.

Pastoritul a avut un rol important si in evolutia ocupatiilor; practicarea agriculturii, chiar
si asa, in proportii mai reduse, a fost posibild datorita fertilizarii solului cu ingrasaminte, obtinute
prin cresterea vitelor, pastoritul a impulsionat practicarea mestesugurilor legate de prelucrarea
lemnului folosit pentru confectionarea unui intreg inventar al gospodariei pastorale (vase de muls
oile, galeti, sistare, bote, putineie), unele lucrate de catre dulgheri, altele de catre dogarii

specializati.



O ocupatie dependenta in mare parte de pastorit a fost prelucrarea fibrelor textile: lana,
canepa si inul, folosite pentru tesutul pieselor de port si al textilelor din interiorul locuintelor, Tn
scopul apararii de intemperii, dar si al punerii in valoare a gustului artistic al femeilor gospodine,
prin ornamentica si cromatica, pe care le putem admira si aprecia si astazi, n colectiile pastrate

de muzee.

De la tunsul oilor si pana la tesut, lana parcurge un lung sir de operatii, care sunt si cele
mai vechi tehnici de prelucrare si tesut. Femeile teseau, la razboiul vertical, intalnit in fiecare
gospodarie, zeghi si dimie, pentru piesele de imbracaminte, covoare, toale, stergare si panzeturi,
pentru piesele de port, pentru pat si pentru prelucrarea laptelui: invelitoarea, zagarna si altele.
Finisarea si ingrosarea tesaturilor de lana (toale, sarici, straie) la valtoare si darste actionate de
roata manata de apa, se facea prin vechile tehnici de valtorit si darstarit, in timp ce postavurile
pentru Tmbracdminte erau Ingrosate la pivele cu ciocane puse in miscare tot de roata hidraulica ce
Tnvartea axul cu came, care, alternativ, batea postavul pus in piua, il ingrosa si finisa pentru

confectionarea pantalonilor de zeghe si a cioarecilor, a leibaricilor si manecarelor.

Prelucrarea pieilor, ca si prelucrarea lanii, a fost mestesugul care s-a practicat in stransa
relatie cu pastoritul, fiind dependente unul de celalalt si practicat, de obicei, tot de catre mocanii
cu un numar mai mare de oi. Pieile de oaie erau folosite pentru imbracamintea ciobanilor, dar si
pentru confectionarea de citre cojocarii specializati a unor piese de port prezente in costumul

popular.

Evolutia economicad a satelor zonei Sacele a fost dependenta de pastorit, ocupatia de baza
a romanilor din aceste asezdri, in timp ce populatia de etnie maghiara (ceangdi) se ocupa cu
agricultura. Pastoritul a influentat si dezvoltat, un intreg lant ocupational, cu cele mai dezvoltate

modalitati de prelucrare si valorificare a produselor pastorale, 1ana si laptele.

Mocancele sacelene au dezvoltat indeletnicirea casnica de prelucrare a lanii in cele mai
arhaice tehnici, ajungind sa fie cele mai vestite tesatoare din Tara Barsei. Din lana tigaie teseau
dimia alba si zeghea, pentru piesele de imbracaminte, toale si sarici din 14na turcana, cu firul tras,
ingrosate apoi si finisate la pivele si darstele din Intregul spatiu sacelean, si intr-0 concentrare mai

mare la iesirea spre Brasov, asezare care a si fost botezatd cu toponimul Darste.
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Femeile din Sacele faceau si stofe din lana, de diferite fineturi, folosite la piesele de
vestimentatie ale orasenilor. Tesdtoarele sdcelene au fost preocupate si de valoarea artistica a
tesaturilor de 1and, de decorul in diverse tehnici si de cromatica acestora, folosind tehnica

vopsitului natural cu culori obtinute din diverse plante.

In lucrare este tratatd pe larg influenta pastoritului asupra evolutiei satului, gospodariei si
locuintei, alaturi de factori: geografici, economici, demografici si istorici. Fiind o zona de munte
Cu ocupatia de baza cresterea animalelor, primele vetre de sat in spatiul branean s-au format in
apropierea muntilor si padurilor, aproape si de cdile de comunicatie peste munti, cu amplasarea

primelor gospodarii care au constituit si primele vetre de sat, catunele.

Pe masura ce numarul populatiei creste, noile familii ocupa terenuri libere fie din vale, fie
pe alte culmi, ceea ce a condus la formarea asezarilor de vale, Moeciu de Sus, mai tarziu Moeciu
de Jos, Zbarcioara, Simon, Poarta si a asezdrilor cu gospodarii risipite pe culme si pe coaste,
Magura, Pestera si Fundata, considerate printre cele mai reprezentative de acest tip din tara. Pe
masurd ce are loc dezvoltarea industriei textile si pe vai, apar instalatiile de tehnica populara,
asezate pe firul apelor: pive, darste, joagare pentru prelucrarea lemnului, 8 morilor pentru macinat
cerealele, precum si ca urmare a dezvoltarii legaturilor comerciale cu zonele invecinate,
gospodariile se insira de-a lungul drumului, astfel incat satul capata forma de sat de tip adunat,

de-a lungul drumului.

Evolutia gospodariei branene a putut fi urmarita incepand din a doua jumatate a secolului
al XVIlI-lea, cand intdlnim si primele mentiuni documentare. O descriere mai detaliatd 0 avem
din 1834, cu prilejul inventarierii bunurilor ramase de la preotul Nicolae Aldulea, din Moeciu: ,,0
casa de zid cu casa ei den indarapt si cu un celar, tinda, foisor si pimnitd, o pravalie de bdrne cu
casutd, tinda si grajdul ei, in dosul acesteia o alta casa din lemn cu tinda, douda sopuri cu un
grajd si cuptorul de pita in dos, gradina cu 10 meri, 7 peri, 10 pruni, 21 de randuri de stobor”.
Gospodaria are in componenta si o pravalie cu casuta, tinda si un grajd, dovada ca este vorba de o
gospodarie situatd 1anga drumul Branului, care dezvoltd si o activitate comerciald. Deasemenea,
n dotarea acestei gospodarii se afla si un cuptor de paine, cea mai veche dovada, cunoscuta pana

acum, privind aparitia acestei componente in planul gospodariei,

Din punct de vedere functional, gospodaria braneand, dependentd de tipul de ocupatii

practicate de catre proprietari, este o gospodarie a ocupatiilor mixte: cresterea vitelor, agricultura

11



si lucrul la padure. Evolutia economica de la sférsitul secolului al XVIlI-lea, in domeniile
prelucrarii 1anii si a lemnului, a condus la aparitia gospodariilor specializate care aveau, ca
principalad constructie economicad, instalatia de tehnica populara, unele pentru prelucrarea lanii,

altele pentru prelucrarea lemnului.

Atragerea gospodariei branene spre economia de schimb in cea de a doua jumadtate a
secolului al X1X-lea, corelata cu posibilitatea asigurarii pasunatului in hotarul satului pe timpul
varatului pentru vacile cu lapte, mai ales in satele Sirnea si Fundata, au condus la profilarea unor
gospodarii spre o activitate economica mai eficienta axata pe prelucrarea laptelui in gospodarie in
asa numitele casarii si desfacerea produselor obtinute pe pietele oraselor Brasov si Campulung

Muscel.

Tipica pentru economia pastorald a zonei Bran este gospodaria cu curte inchisa, numita la
Bran casa cu curte, care parcurge mai multe faze de evolutie pana astazi, cand este adaptata
functiilor economice actuale. O componentd a gospodariei branene, la care pastoritul a constituit
ocupatia de baza, in varianta pastoritului local-zonal, este hodaia, situata in afara vetrei satului,

destinata adapostirii vitelor pe timpul iernii.

Definitorie pentru pastoritul cu varatul la munte este gospodaria pastorala, denumita cu
termenul de stana, alcatuita din stana propriu-zisa, care este un addpost sezonier cu functia de
atelier, pentru prelucrarea produselor din lapte si spatiu pentru pastrarea branzeturilor si

alimentelor pentru hrana ciobanilor.

Satele sdcelene Satulung, Cernatu, Turches si Baciu se intind pe o suprafatd de 34.466
hectare, din care aproape 90% apartine zonei montane favorabile pastoritului, determinénd
populatia romaneasca sd practice acest tip de economie si totodata sa se aseze cu gospodariile lor
in partea dinspre padure, cat mai aproape de plaiurile care duceau spre munti. Relieful diferit de
cel din zona Bran, unde Platforma Branului a permis formarea unor asezari de tip risipit in
primele faze de evolutie, a facut ca satele sdcelene sa se dezvolte ca asezari de tip adunat, cu
gospodarii ingirate de-a lungul unor ulite, un mod de abordare a structurii vetrei satului specific

tuturor asezarilor romanesti.

Interioarele caselor mocanesti erau adaptate functionalitatii gospodariei, insa putem

remarca la locuinta saceleand, grija pentru organizarea interiorului casei mari, numita chiar casa
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de cinste, unde erau primiti oaspetii si unde se desfasurau toate evenimentele din viata omului, la

care participa intreaga comunitate.

Pastoritul si-a adus contributia la asigurarea materiei prime pentru piesele de
imbracaminte si a textilelor care impodobeau interiorul locuintelor asupra tehnicilor de tesut,

ingrosat finisat al textilelor din 1ana.

Un moment important in viata pastorald avea loc la Sfantul Gheorghe (23 aprilie), cand,
potrivit calendarului popular, incepea vara pastorald. Potrivit traditiei, la Sf. Gheorghe avea loc
constituirea turmei pentru varat si lesitul la munte, o sarbatoare pastorald, cunoscuta in alte zone
sub denumirea de Sambra oilor. Iesitul sau plecarea la munte prilejuia o serie de practici rituale

menite sd apere integritatea turmei, sd o pazeasca de lupi si de anumite boli.

Pastoritul se desfasoara pe cicluri calendaristice - varatul si iernatul, potrivit calendarului
pastoral - si dupa anumite randuieli privind organizarea stanei, angajarea pastorilor (ciobanilor),
hrana si paza animalelor, repartizarea produselor lactate. Aceste randuieli au la baza norme de
drept strdvechi romanesc care reglementeazd drepturile si obligatiile proprietarilor vitelor si

stapanulului de munte si raporturile dintre ciobani si stapanul de munte.

Incadrarea riguroasi in timp si spatiu, dar si in viata comunititii sitesti, cu norme de
comportament precise si obligatorii pentru toti membrii ei, a facut ca pastoritul sa se desfasoare
dupa anumite randuieli. Randuielile care privesc organizarea stinii in muntii satelor branene
privesc perioada varatului, pentru vitele membrilor obstei satului, intr-o prima faza din ciclul
evolutiv.

Dupa ce urcau cu turmele la munte, stdpanul de munte mpreund cu baciul si ciobanii
tocmiti pentru ingrijirea vitelor organizau intreaga gospodarie pastorala, potrivit randuielilor care
asigurau functionarea stanii.

In structura lucrarii, cele doua tipuri de pastorit: pastoritul local-zonal si transhumanta
sunt tratate distinct cu particularitatile privind desfasurarea celor doud perioade ale ciclului
pastoral varatul si iernatul, suprapuse celor doua anotimpuri ale anului pastoral, vara pastorala de
la Sfantul Gheorghe (23 aprilie) la Sfantul Dumitru (26 octombrie) si iarna pastorala de la Sfantul

Dumitru la Sfantul Gheorghe.
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Arealul in care s-a desfasurat viata pastorala in cele doua anotimpuri a fost dependenta de
iernatul vitelor

Pastoritul cu vératul pe hotarul satului si iernatul la gospodariile din sat a avut conditii
favorabile de desfasurare in faza satului cu gospodarii risipite, cu spatii largi intre proprietati si
datorita existentei in perimetrul gospodariilor a unor terenuri cu palcuri de padure si pajisti care
nu puteau fi folosite ca fanete. Pe aceste terenuri, in vremuri mai indepartate, proprietarii tineau
pe perioada varatului vite, mai ales vaci cu lapte, pentru consumul familial.

O alta varianta a pastoritului local, de straveche traditie, a fost pastoritul cu varatul pe
proprietatea devalmasa a obstei satului. Acest tip de economie pastorald a determinat o puternica
dezvoltare economica a satelor branene si o intensificare a relatiilor economice cu centrele urbane
Brasov si Campulung. Toate satele branene au practicat acest tip de economie pastorala, nsa cele
care au dezvoltat o adevaratd industrie a produselor lactate, prin renumitele casarii, au fost Sirnea
si Fundata, situate la altitudine si cu teren mai putin favorabil fanetelor.

Pastoritul cu varatul la munte si iernatul in sat a fost tipul de pastorit preponderant in
satele zonei Bran, datoritd existentei unui imens spatiul pastoral existent in Masivele Bucegi si
Piatra Craiului, unii aflati in proprietatea satelor ca proprietate comunala, dupa aplicarea Legii de
Reforma Agrard din 1921, altii inchiriati de la proprietarii din Dambovita, de pe Valea Prahovei
sau din Muscel.

Prima perioada a ciclului pastoral este varatul. Este perioada in care vitele, organizate in
turme, se deplaseaza la locurile de pasunat din munte, unde se organizeaza stana in intelesul de
complex pastoral, format din constructii, vite si personalul care desfasoara activitatile specifice.
Principalul obiectiv al varatului, atat la braneni, cat si la saceleni, este obtinerea produselor
lactate, branza de burduf si urda, conservate pentru a fi consumate in perioada de iarna. Varatul la
munte tinea pana in luna septembrie, cat timp oile erau mulse si in functie de vreme, pentru ca in
unii ani ningea mai devreme si ciobanii erau siliti s3 coboare in sat. Economii de vite care
mergeau in transhumantad coborau in campie.

La stanile obstei satului avea loc ravasitul oilor. Ravasitul are loc in gospodaria stapanului
de munte unde fiecare proprietar ia in primire vitele potrivit intelegerii incheiate la constituirea

stanei. Ravasitul oilor facea trecerea spre iarna pastorald, printr-o perioada relativ scurta, marcata
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de bagatul berbecilor in oi si tomnatul in hotarul satului, pana la caderea zapezii, cand vitele vor
intra in stabulatie.

Potrivit calendarului pastoral, iarna pastorala incepe la Sfantul Dumitru (26 octombrie),
cand incepe si noul ciclu de reproducere, prin bagatul berbecilor in oi, insa trecerea la iernat nu se
facea la o data fixa, depindea de vreme, de venirea zapezii. De altfel, toate momentele de inceput
si sfarsit ale ciclului pastoral, depindeau de mersul vremii.

Proprietarii, care aveau nutretul necesar hranei pe perioada de iarna a vitelor, le iernau in
sat. Mocanii cu oi multe, peste 1000 de oi (unii ajungeau sa aiba si 5000 de oi) le duceau la iernat
»in baltd” sau ,,in jos” (in depresiunea Tara Barsei). lernatul ,,in jos” sau in baltd este o
componentd a transhumantei pastorale.

Capitolul al Ill-lea trateaza transhumanta pastorald, forma evoluatd a pastoritului la
romani, caracterizat prin pendularea turmelor de vite intre varatul la munte si iernatul la campie,
o practicd importanta din punct de vedere istoric prin implicatiile pe care le-a avut in evolutia
economica a Tarilor Romane si un factor important in afirmarea premiselor economice,
demografice si culturale ale unitatii nationale.

Pastoritul de transhumanta a fost practicat de catre mocani, proprietari a peste 1000-2000
de oi (unii aveau si peste 3000 de oi si chiar mai multe), care aveau gospoddria stabild, cu
intreaga familie, in satele din zona de munte din Transilvania cu centrele cele mai importante,
Marginimea Sibiului, Sdcele si Bran din Tara Barsei si Covasna, precum si din satele cu
pronuntatd economie pastorald din Subcarpatii Meridionali (Vaideeni, Corbi). Turmele erau
manate in deplasarea lor de catre ciobani, angajati ,,cu anul” cu plata In natura (oi, haine, produse
lactate si bunuri gospodaresti, dupa ,,tocmeald”) majoritatea tineri necdsatorifi, in timp ce
proprietarii vitelor se deplasau din satul lor la locurile de iernat pentru reglementarea relatiilor cu
stapanii terenurilor i pentru aprovizionarea tarlei cu cele necesare: alimente $i imbracaminte
pentru ciobani, sare pentru vite si altele.

Mocanii braneni si saceleni practicau transhumanta pastorala cu varatul vitelor Tn muntii
din zonele Prahova, Dambovita si Muscel si prin coborarea turmelor pentru iernat in Campia si
Balta Dunarii si mai intens in Dobrogea de la jumatatea sec. XVIII, regiune pe care au populat-o
si au adus o insemnata contributie la dezvoltarea ei.

Transhumanta pastorald presupune insad cresterea unui numar mare de oi, cu mult peste

nevoile gospodariei, dar este conditionatd si de existenta unor intreprinzatori, mentionati n
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documente, asa cum am evidentiat, ca ,,economi de vite”, oameni instariti, interesati sa obtina
venituri insemnate pe care sa le investeasca In prosperitatea familiei, in educatia copiilor, scoliti,
unii la teologie, sa fie preoti in sat, altii la drept, reprezentandu-i in raporturile cu partenerii de
afaceri.

Dragostea pentru animale a fost si ea un factor mobilizator, care a impulsionat practicarea
pastoritului intensiv. Privind motivatia mentala a practicarii transhumantei pastorale, sociologul
Traian Herseni, facand referire la marginenii Sibiului, apreciaza ca: ,,pe mocani ii mana la iernat
in campie, mai ales, o nevoie adanca de a lupta impotriva oricarui destin vitreg, de a raspunde
provocarilor vietii pentru a nu se lasa dominati sau dobordti de ele, pentru a le infrunta si
depasi.”

Dar pentru cresterea unui numar mare de oi era nevoie de asigurarea hranei pe timp de
iarnd, pe care fanetele din satele branene si sacelene nu o puteau asigura, aceasta constituind
principala cauza a cautarii de locuri pentru iernat. Daca pe timpul varatului pasunile din muntii
Carpati erau suficiente, pe timpul iernatului, vegetatia din zona de campie a Bardganului si a
baltilor insirate de-a lungul Dunarii si de partea cealaltd, din Dobrogea, putea asigura hrana a
peste 200.000 de oi si dupa estimdrile unor istorici, chiar si pand la un milion si jumatate de oi si
mult peste 1000 de cai.

lernatul in campie a fost posibil deoarece aceasta vegetatie era indestulatoare in timpul
iernii, datorita climei mai blande, dar si intr-0 vreme in care, mare parte din pamant, nu era inca
transformata in teren arabil, iar baltile rdspandite de-a lungul Dunarii, nu erau asanate si asigurau
hrana pe timpul iernii, a sute de mii de oi, asa cum rezulta din statisticile vremii. Tn aceste locuri
si mai ales in Dobrogea, iarna nu dureaza, de cele mai multe ori, mai mult de 5-6 saptamani, dar
chiar i in acest timp, vitele gasesc iarba pentru hrana.

Acestor conditii naturale favorabile li se adauga interesul stapanirii din Tara Romaneasca
de a spori veniturile vistieriei, de pe urma mocanilor, rezultate din achitarea obligatiilor prevazute
in reglementirile si legile emise de citre Stipanire. In acelasi timp si Imperiul Otoman care, dupa
cum stim, isi exercita suzeranitatea asupra Tarii Romanesti si Moldovei. Era interes in stimularea
pastoritului, deoarece aducea venituri insemnate Vistieriei si asigura aprovizionarea turcilor cu oi
pentru carne. Vanzarea oilor era reglementatd, dar aceastd afacere a generat numaroase abuzuri si

conflicte intre mocani si saigii turci, mediate, de cele mai multe ori, de citre domnitorii Tarii
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Romanesti si din sec. XVIII de catre Imperiul Habsburgic, interesat, de asemenea, in promovarea
transhumantei care aducea venituri mari Curtii de la Viena.

Practicarea pastoritului de transhumanta a fost impulsionatd de cererea de materie prima
pentru industria textila, care, incepand din secolul al XVIII-lea, pornind din Anglia, se
raspandeste spre centrul si rasaritul Europei. In legiturd cu acest fenomen are loc si difuziunea
instalatiilor de prelucrare a lanii, pivele si darstele, pe care literatura etnografica le consemneaza
ca fiind instalatii de tehnica populara, economii de vite avand astfel posibilitatea vanzarii lanii la
breslele tesatorilor din Tara Barsei si chiar dincolo de hotarele tarii ajungand pana la Viena.

Alternanta sezonierd, intre munte pentru varat si campie, pentru iernat a turmelor
mocanilor, a fost favorizata si de existenta unor drumuri, asa numite drumuri ale oilor care
plecand din Muntii Ciucas si din varful Bucegilor, coborau spre campie prin locuri cu pasuni si
livezi, apoi prin campie unde gaseau din abundenta hrana pentru vite, proprietarii terenurilor fiind
chiar multumiti ca turmele asigurau si ingrasamintele pentru terenul agricol.

Pe masurd ce creste cererea de 1ana si carne, se vor desprinde cei mai intreprinzatori
mocani, intdlniti in documentele vremii incd din secolul al XV-lea sub numele de ,,economi de
vite”, care vor practica transhumanta pastorala, mai intens in secolul al XIX-lea, cand a crescut
interesul pentru vitele si produsele pastorale din partea celor doud puteri: Imperiul Otoman si
Imperiul Austriac si astfel posibilitatea valorificarii acestora, ceea ce a condus si la desprinderea
unei parti dintre mocani care se vor ocupa de comert.

Transhumanta pastoralda a fost reglementata prin privilegii acordate de catre domnitorii
Tarii Romanesti, cel mai vechi din secolul al XV-lea dat de citre domnitorul Vladislav Voda la
1452. Pastorii ardeleni care practicau transhumanta in Tara Roméaneasca nu plateau nici o dijma
pentru vistieria domneasca, pana la 1629, in schimb erau obligati sa se Tnvoiasca cu proprietarul
muntelui sau mosiei, caruia trebuia sa 1i dea o taxa numita ,,adetul muntelui”, achitata in natura.

Tncepand din secolul al XVIll-lea, ca urmare a dezvoltirii industriei textile in sudul
Transilvaniei, cat si datorita importantei economice a practicarii acestui tip de pastorit, intensiv
pentru puterilor vecine, Imperiul Habsburgic si Imperiul Otoman, pastoritul de transhumanta ia
amploare.

In noile conditii, pentru a stimula transhumanta pastorald, care si aducid mai multe
venituri Vistieriei, domnitorii din Tara Roméneasca si Moldova emit o serie de privilegii. In acest

scop, la 15 noiembrie 1719, domnitorul Tarii Romanesti, Nicolae Mavrocordat, acorda privilegiul
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prin care stabilea ca transilvanenii vor putea tine oi ,,cdte vor avea sa le pasca de toamna pana la
Sf.Gheorghe”, iar pentru plata pasunatului ,,unde isi baga oile la balta sa aiba a se tocmi cu
stapanul mosiei, stapdnirii sa-i dea oieritul domnesc, 10 bani de turma”, cu conditia ca
primdvara cand pleaca la munte sd dea un miel de turmad. Mocanii aveau obligatia ca Stapanirii
sa-i plateasca pentru pasunat o arenda numita ,,adetul muntelui” achitata in natura, fie intr-un
numar de oi, fie in produsele lor.

Dupa intrarea Transilvaniei sub stapanirea Imperiului Hapsburgic, pe langa alte masuri
fiscale, are loc si organizarea si reglementarea pastoritului ardelenilor in Moldova si Tara
Romaneasca, de catre autoritatile transilvanene 1n anul 1721, in contextul reorganizarii vamale,
printr-un regulament facut de inspectorul vamal.

In a doua jumitate a secolului al XVIII-lea, in Transilvania se inregistreazi o accentuare
a dezvoltarii economice, ca urmare a ponderii pe care incepe sa o capete productia
manufacturierd. Se adanceste contradictia dintre economia naturald, 1inchisa, specifica
feudalismului si economia bazatd pe schimb, datorita largirii pietei interne si a legaturilor
economice si culturale, dintre toate provinciile istorice romanesti. In agriculturd, incep sa
patrunda noile relatii, sub forma arendasiei.

In aceste conditii, pastoritul de transhumanti cunoaste o dezvoltare accentuati, stimulati
si de cresterea interesului turcilor pentru aprovizionarea cu oi a Constantinopolului. In acelasi
timp creste si interesul statului austriac, pentru protejarea pastorilor ardeleni, in Tara Romaneasca
si Moldova, datoritd veniturilor mari, pe care le aduceau Curtii de la Viena; se infiinteaza
consulate speciale In zonele de intensd transhumanta pastorald, un consulat la Galati si un
viceconsulat la Harsova.

O alta chestiune care trebuia reglementatd a fost legata de vanzarea oilor catre turci, ai
caror saigii comiteau numeroase abuzuri. De aceea vanzarea-cumpdrarea era reglementata de
catre domnitori. Pentru reglementarea relatiilor cu saigii turci si stabilirea de comun acord a unui
pret convenabil la vinderea oilor, oierii ardeleni se organizeaza in companii, uneori in asociere cu
negustorii care comercializau lana. Astfel, la Tnceputul sec. XIX, mocanii se asociaza in
,Compania oierilor si negustorilor saceleni”, care, la sfarsitul sec. XVIII si inceputul sec. XIX,
aveau la periferia sudicd a Brasovului, vestitele darste in jurul carora s-a format un sat numit

Darste.
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Stanjenirea pastoritului de transhumantd al mocanilor din Transilvania (braneni, saceleni,
margineni sibieni) prin numeroase abuzuri comise de catre slujbasii Imperiului Otoman avea
repercursiuni asupra economiei Tarii Romanesti, a Transilvaniei si implicit a Imperiului
Habsburgic. In aceste conditii, agentul austriac la Bucuresti 7l determini pe sultan si emita
firmanul din 4 decembrie 1786, in care se stabilesc atat obligatiile, cat si inlesnirile proprietarilor
transilvaneni, care duc oile la pascut in Tara Romaneasca.

La sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea, documentele atestd o crestere a interesului statului
austriac pentru protejarea transhumantei pastorale a pastorilor ardeleni in Tara Romaneasca si
Moldova, aducatori de venituri pentru Curtea de la Viena. Ca urmare, in conflictele care se ivesc
intre pastori si autoritdtile din Tara Romaneacd, intervin si consulii austrieci.

La cererea oierilor transilvaneni, in prima jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea, Vistieria Tarii
Romanesti redacta in fiecare an asa numitele ,,Conditii ale vamilor pentru drepturile si indatoririle
pastorilor austrieci”, in care se reluau unele dispozitii cuprinse in hrisoavele domnitorilor si se
preciza obligatia oierilor de a plati si controlul pentru descoperirea vitelor trecute clandestin. De
asemenea, se prevedea ca trecerea turmelor peste Dundre sa se facd numai prin punctele in care se
afla directori de carantind, vamesi si slujitori si anume pe la Braila, Calarasi, Giurgiu, Zimnicea,
Izvoarele, Calafat si Cerna.

In anul 1852, Secretariatul de Stat al Tarii Romanesti, emite o noud reglementare a
drepturilor s1 obligatiilor oierilor transilvaneni.

Tn anul 1865, guvernul roman di o ,,Lege pentru reglementarea drepturilor si obligatiilor
oierilor”, care stipula mentinerea taxelor de cornarit si oierit, conform reglementérilor anterioare.

In ceea ce priveste pastoritul mocanilor in Dobrogea, se pare ci pani la 1855 nu a existat
o intelegere scrisa intre Imperiul Austriac si Imperiul Otoman (Dobrogea era incorporata
Imperiului Otoman). Mocanii trecuti in Dobrogea se aflau sub jurisdictia consulatului austriac de
la Galati. In anul 1855, la 7 februarie, se incheie o conventie privind pastoritul mocanilor in
Dobrogea, prin care se stabilea termenul de pasunat de la 6 luni la 1 an, taxa de pasunat de 56
parale de oaie si 0 oaie la 500 de oi; n baltd, mocanii trebuiau sa se inteleagd cu arendasii acelor
locuri; mocanii nu puteau fi siliti sd-si vanda vitele la un pret mai mic decét pretul pietii; puteau
trece lana de la oi fara plata taxei vamale, iar neintelegerile dintre mocani erau arbitrate de un
tribunal otoman, in prezenta consulului austriac. Dar pentru apararea intereselor oierilor ardeleni

n Dobrogea, la 1849, a luat fiinta Starostia Mocanilor cu sediul la Harsova si tot la Harsova, in
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anul 1856, a luat fiintd in acelasi scop, un viceconsulat al Austriei avandu-l ca viceconsul pe
Nicolae Tarca din Sacelele Brasovului, inrudit cu mocanii braneni din familia Puscariu.

La 1865 este datd ,,Legea pentru reglementarea drepturilor si obligatiilor oierilor”, care
consemneaza existenta oierilor transilvaneni cu tarle permanente in Campia Dunarii si pe timpul
varatrului si care duceau 1n Transilvania numai oile si vitele destinate tdierii si vanzarii.

Pentru trecerea turmelor de vite la iernat in Tara Romaneasca si in Dobrogea, mocanii
saceleni foloseau patru drumuri, cuprinse intre Muntii Buzaului si Muntii Bucegi. Primul era
,,drumul care pleaca de la Slon — Drajna, al doilea drum era Teleajenul; unde coborau turmele din
vreo 15 munti, iar punctul de intalnire era la Chiulesti si Valeni, de unde drumul lua directia
campiei, trecand pe la Mehedinta, Vadu Sapat, Mizil, Amara, iar de aici turmele se indreptau spre
directii diferite cdtre mosiile pe care urmau sa ierneze, potrivit contractelor incheiate din
primavara. Un alt drum era pe Valea Doftanei, practicabila pana la Tesila, de unde oile urmau
Plaiul Schiulestilor sau Plaiul Garboavei cobordnd la Comarnic si de aici spre cdmpie.

Cu privire la braneni, coborarea cu turma desfacuta in carduri se facea, de regula, la Gura
Belii langa Comarnic, urmata de soseaua Comarnic-Campina-Ploiesti, apoi prin drumul oilor pe
sosea la Albesti, de acolo la Ciorani, Silistea Cotorcii, Garbovi, Grindu, Colilia, apoi prin
mijlocul campului la Nisipuri, Viziru, Batogu si la baltile Dunarii.

In prima jumitate a secolului al XX-lea, pentru turmele care coborau la iernat in baltile
lalomitei sau in Dobrogea. cel mai important drum urmat de braneni spre campie era din Obarsia
lalomitei peste muntele Paduchiosu, in Comuna Cerasu de langd Maneciu Ungureni, pe langa
Ploiesti spre Urziceni-Cioara-Picineaga-Gropeni-Tibanesti-Malu Garlutei, unde ajungeau pe la
20-23 octombrie; de aici unele turme treceau cu bacul in Balta Brailei sau in Dobrogea.

Trecerea turmelor de oi ale mocanilor ardeleni, pentru iernat la sud si la est de Carpati, Tn
Tara Romaneascd si Moldova, se facea pe baza unor documente eliberate de cétre autoritatile
transilvanene: trecerea pastorilor care insoteau turmele pe baza unor pasapoarte, iar pentru
turmele de vite autoritatile vamale austriece eliberau asa numitele “reghii” (adeverinte).

Turmele oierilor braneni si saceleni care treceau prin culoarul Rucér-Bran intrau in Tara
Romaneasca prin plaiurile Ialomitei si Dambovitei.

Pana la inceputul secolului al XIX-lea, numaratoarea vitelor care erau trecute in Tara
Romaneasca era facuta de catre plaiesii care pazeau potecile pe unde coborau pastorii ardeleni,

iar la punctul vamal se prezenta numai stapanul turmei cu reghiile eliberate de catre autoritatile
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vamale austriece in care -dupa cum am aratat mai sus - era trecut numarul vitelor aduse la
pasune.

Intre Tara Romaneasca si Dobrogea, linia Dundrii a constituit granita, intrucét teritoriul
dintre Dundre si Marea Neagra se afla sub stapanirea Imperiului Otoman. Ca urmare, trecerea
turmelor aflate in transhumanta, se facea numai prin anumite locuri Th care mocanii erau obligati
sa respecte aceleasi reguli ca la trecerea prin vama dintre Transilvania si Tara Romaneasca, sa
aibd asupra lor reghiile In care era consemnat proprietarul si numarul vitelor (oi, bovine si
cabaline) si sd respecte regulile sanitare impuse ca urmare a pericolului epidemiilor de ciuma si
holera. Din acest motiv, la 1830, autoritatile organizeaza un cordon sanitar si la Dundre, asa cum
era si pe linia Carpatilor, pentru a impiedica patrunderea in Principate a epidemiilor de ciuma si
holera. In acelasi scop, pe linia Dundrii, S-au organizat puncte de carantin la Braila, Calarasi,
Piua Petrii si Oltenita, pe unde mocanii, avand asupra lor reghiile date de administratia
transilvana, puteau trece cu turmele lor in Dobrogea.

Pastoritul prezenta interes economic pentru Austria pentru cd furniza mari cantitati de
lana pentru manufacturile textile aducand venituri insemnate vistieriei Imperiului. De aceea,
Curtea de la Viena intervine in apararea intereselor mocanilor si deschide la vadurile mai
importante de la Dunare un consulat la Galati, un viceconsulat, la Rusciuc si la 1856, un
viceconsulat la Harsova, la care in functia de viceconsul a fost ales renumitul proprietar de vite,
N. Tarca din Satulung. Cea mai importanta arie de raspandire a turmelor aflate in transhumanta
era Bardganul, Balta Dundrii si Dobrogea.

Raéspandirea turmelor care mergeau la iernat in Campia Bardganului se facea in functie de
abundenta vegetatiei si dupd cum se intelegeau cu proprietarii pentru inchirierea terenurilor.
Vegetatia cea mai bogata era in Baltile Dunarii, unde oile erau hranite cu iarbd, dar si cu salcie, a
carei coaja, pe care oile 0 mizdreau, era foarte hranitoare, avand acelasi “venit” (valoare
nutritiva) comparabil cu porumbul. Acesta a fost principalul motiv pentru care locurile cele mai
frecventate pentru iernat erau in regiunea baltilor Dundrii, care Incepe de la Célarasi si se termind
la Braila, unde Dundrea Veche se uneste cu cea noua si este formata din doud parti distincte:
Balta Talomitei In lungime de vreo 100 de km si Balta Brailei, lunga de 60 km.

Turmele mocanilor saceleni si braneni plecau la iernat la sfarsitul lunii septembrie.
Drumul de la munte pani la locurile de iernat se ficea cam in trei siptamani. In timp ce turmele

erau in drum spre campie, stapaniii turmelor Instiintau ocoalele si incheiau contracte pentru
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terenul pe care se stabileau. Ajunsi in Baltd, oierii asezau tarla in apropierea baltilor si a
terenurilor cu padure si stuféris, cu iarba si salcie pentru hrana oilor, unde isi construiau saiale,
adaposturi din lemn si stuf, in care erau pastrate toate lucrurile de trebuinta. Pentru oi construiau
ocoale cu pereti de stuf sau perdele cu un singur perete de stuf contra vanturilor, iar in timpul
fatatului oilor construiau saivane din pari de salcie cu acoperis de stuf si perdeaua ca sa apere
tarla de vanturi.

Din secolul al X1X-lea, avem mai multe informatii din care rezultd amploarea pe care o
avea transhumanta pastorald pentru iernatul in Campia Dunarii si in Dobrogea. Un document care
consemneaza pe toti oierii braneni, care coboara cu turmele de oi (si cai) la iernat in Bardgan si
baltile Dunarii, numarul acestora si locurile spre care se indreapta si aria de raspandire care
cuprinde campia si baltile de-a lungul Dunarii de la Braila, la Calarasi, cu locurile de iernat:
Braila, Jegdlia, Putul lui Ivan, Gura Ialomitei, Slobozia, Stelnica, Cegani si Calmatui.

Privind transhumanta mocanilor sdceleni, documentele vremii mentioneaza prezenta lor in
Campia Dunadrii, in judetele Brdila si lalomita, ei preferdnd zona de pasuni, pentru ca aveau
turmele de oi insotite de un mare numar de cai, dar si datoritd preocuparii de a practica si
agricultura, devenind cu timpul mari proprietari de exploatatii agricole.

Trecerea mocanilor cu turmele lor in Dobrogea a fost favorizatd de existenta unor intinse
suprafete de teren liber, tinutul dintre Dunare si Marea Neagra fiind slab populat. Era un teren de
stepd cu o bogata vegetatie, buna pentru cresterea oilor si cailor care insoteau turmele in numar
foarte mare. Un factor important, care a atras pe mocanii braneni si saceleni, a fost clima din
Dobrogea, cu ierni blande si scurte. Transhumanta mocanilor in Dobrogea ,,a fost incurajatd de
turci (pana la 1877) oferindu-le conditii avantajoase, singura platd pe care trebuiau sa o achite,
fiind aproape simbolica; perioada 1830-1854 - dupa cum remarcad istoricul Constantinescu
Mircesti - a fost epoca de aur a pastoritului mocanilor in Dobrogea.

Primele informatii privind transhumanta mocanilor saceleni in Dobrogea sunt din 1830,
cand sunt mentionati mai multi mocani, la trecerea prin Brdila, care aveau turme intre 2000 si
6000 de o1, sute de cai, capre si asini, insotite de obicei de 15 ciobani la fiecare mocan.

In anii urmatori, numarul turmelor de vite care trec in Dobrogea este in crestere. Astfel,
daca in anul 1833, trec Tn Dobrogea 36 turme, un an mai tarziu, din 81 turme coborate la iernat,

50 mergeau la Gura Ialomitei, de unde treceau in Dobrogea.
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Multi dintre mocani arendau mosii in Dobrogea si pentru vdaratul vitelor, asa cum ne
spune si lon Ionescu,de la Brad, care scria la 1850 urmatoarele: Primavara cei mai multi parasesc
tara. Cei ce raman arendeaza pasuni pentru vard. Acestia sunt sacelenii, silistenii, poienarii, care
traiesc in Dobrogea de mai multa vreme.

De pe la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, are loc, treptat, declinul transhumantei pastorale.
Principala cauza a constituit-o restrangerea treptatd a spatiului destinat pasunatului pentru turmele
care varau in Tara Romaneascd, incepand cu 1829 cand, prin inlaturarea monopolului turcesc
asupra comertului cu cereale o parte din mosii sunt transformate in terenuri arabile. Dupa Unirea
Pricipatelor la 1859, are loc reforma agrara din timpul domnitorului Alexandru loan Cuza, care
prevedea impartirea mosiilor, care mai inainte erau folosite pentru practicarea pastoritului si
Tmproprietarirea taranilor. A urmat razboiul economic-vamal al Principatelor cu Austro-Ungaria
la 1886, in urma céruia s-a inchis vama dintre cele doua tari, pasapoartele de trecere ale oierilor s-
au desfiintat, pundndu-i in imposibilitatea sa-si aduca oile si produsele in Ardeal.

Acestea au fost principalele cauze care au contribuit la decaderea treptatd a pastoritului
de transhumanta, la care se vor adauga mai tarziu si alte cauze economice dintre care:
transformarea terenurilor In exploatatii agricole, asanarea baltilor si industrializarea, care a atras
forta de munca, sunt cele mai importante. Dar si in aceste conditii, mocanii seceleni se adapteaza
si vor arenda si chiar cumpara suprafete intinse de pamant, pe care vor dezvolta o agricultura
imbinata cu cresterea vitelor (turme de oi, vaci, cai) in forme moderne prin organizarea de ferme
devenite model. O parte dintre oieri, nemaiputand sa-si valorifice produsele, si-au vandut oile si
au devenit comercianti. Altii care nu au vrut sa renunte la oierit si-au trecut turmele Tn Dobrogea,
unde s-au stabilit definitiv. N. Iorga nota ca: ,,Dupd ce au iernat aici multi ani, mocanii s-au
prefacut in plugari, generatia urmatoare a dat negustori bogati, isteti si economi. Astfel
colonizam Dobrogea nu cu pribegi ratacitori si saraci, ci cu cele mai bune si mai mdandre
elemente taranesti.”

In proportic mai redusd, sicelenii si branenii continui si practice pastoritul de
transhumanta si in prima jumatate a secolului XX, favorizat de legaturile pe care le aveau cu cei
care se stabilisera 1n asezarile din Bardgan si iIn Dobrogea, de existenta baltilor cu vegetatia
bogata si de posibilitatea aprovizionarii cu porumb din satele aflate in apropiere pentru hrana

oilor spre primavara in perioada fatatului.
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In stransd legiturd cu pastoritul de transhumanti a avut loc un fenomen de emigrare a
romanilor din Transilvania in Tara Romaéaneascd, Moldova si Dobrogea. Documentele
consemneaza stabilirea acestora 1n locurile unde veneau in transhumantd, favorizati si de
prevederile Conventiei incheiate intre Transilvania si Tara Romaneasca in anul 1841, care stipula
ca ardelenii asezati in Principat sd se bucure de statutul de suditi si sa fie scutiti de plata
capitatiei, precum si de alte obligatii pe care le aveau satenii.

Mocanii saceleni au avut o insemnata contributie la dezvoltarea economica a regiunilor
unde s-au stabilit. Fiind vestiti economi de vite, mocanii au contribuit la perfectionarea metodelor
de crestere a animalelor in combinatie cu agricultura prin sistemul fermelor. Tot Tn domeniul
cresterii animalelor, marii mocanii au contribuit la imbunatatirea rasei bovine din Principate.

Veniti cu turmele de vite la iernat n Dobrogea, mocanii saceleni si braneni au cumparat,
din castigul muncii lor, intinse suprafete de terenuri si au Inceput sa practice si agricultura, alaturi
de pastorit. Multi au renuntat la pendularea ampla intre munte si campie si S-au stabilit in satele
din Dobrogea, cei mai numerosi in Baltagesti, Topologu si Casimcea, unde au Intemeiat
gospodarii pastoral-agricole model.

Pe langa aportul pe care 1-au adus mocanii la popularea Dobrogei, trebuie sa subliniem
contributia pe care au avut-o la dezvoltarea economicd a teritoriului dintre Dunare si Marea
Neagra, prin crearea unor exploatatii agricole model, de tipul fermelor cu cele douda componente,
cresterea vitelor si agricultura, intr-un echilibru care sa asigure o rentabilitate sporita si prin
introducerea unor metode moderne tehnice si de organizare.

Dupa cucerirea independentei de stat a Romaniei, prin 1884-1885, statul roman, urmarind
popularea si dezvoltarea economicd a Dobrogei, a improprietarit pe mocanii stabiliti in spatiul
dintre Dunare si Marea Neagra, cu terenurile aflate in proprietatea sa. Mocanii, oameni
intreprinzdtori, au luat suprafete intinse de paman. Stabiliti in Dobrogea, mocanii saceleni vor
construi biserici, scoli, primarii, chiar sate Intregi, contribuind astfel la dezvoltarea culturala si
edilitara a Dobrogei.

In plan social, pastoritul a contribuit la aparitia acelor economi de vite, intreprinzitori,
mai prosperi din punct de vedere economic, care vor investi in dezvoltarea sub aspect cultural-
spiritual a familiilor lor si a localitatilor in care trdiau. Mocanii braneni 1si trimiteau copiii la
scolile Tnalte, pentru ca apoi, intorsi in satele natale ca invatatori si preoti, sa contribuic la

ridicarea culturald a comunitétii.
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La temelia faptelor economilor de vite care au practicat pastoritul au stat mai intai
calitatile morale ale lor, despre care publicatia Gazeta de Transilvania, din 30 ianuarie 1850 scria:
,Cumpatati in trai, economi in chivernisirea averilor, mocanii sdceleni au inteles insemnatatea
faptelor de folos obstesc contribuind cu punga la ridicarea bisericilor si scolilor.” Pe buna
dreptate, aceeasi publicatie, dar din anul 1928, consemna: ,,Acesti inainte mergatori ai unirii
tuturor romdanilor, mocanii, mereu pe drumuri, au fost raspanditorii cantecelor de pretutinden: si
ai cartilor, ajutand astfel la unificarea graiului si sufletului romdnesc”.

Privind viitorul, Tn ultimul timp s-au lansat mai multe proiecte pentru salvarea pastoritului
romanesc, incluse in proiectele de dezvoltatare durabila si avand ca suport stiintific ,,Inventarul
Nasional al Elementelor Vii de Patrimoniu Cultural Imaterial”, elaborat de specialisti din
Comisia Nationala de Patrimoniu Cultural Imaterial si Institutul de Etnografie si Folclor al
Academiei Romane. Documentul constatd cd dupa 1990 si aderarea la Uniunea Europeana,
Hranshumanta incepe sa disparad ca forma arhaica de pastorit, deoarece regulile formei clasice
traditionale a transhumantei s-au schimbat, fiind inlocuite cu normative specifice de bundstare a
animalelor”. Insa, ,pentru cd pastoritul de transhumantd se integreazd armonios in conceptul
mai larg al economiei sustenabile bazat pe echilibrul resurselor, trebuie sa devina proprietati ale
managementului agricol si de protectie a mediului la nivel national si european.”

Importanta economicd a acestei ocupatii, care a contribuit si la prima mare revolutie
industriala in istoria lumii, prin folosirea lanii in industria textild, indeamnd la o reflectie
profunda, pornind de la beneficiile pe care le aduc produsele din land in viata omului,
imbracamintea cea mai sandtoasd, precum si textilele si in special covoarele tesute la razboi,
pentru impodobirea spatiilor interioare ale locuintei si care pot fi integrate in arhitectura
interiorului, dominata de piesele de mobilier functional. Hainele din blana de oaie, in special
cojoacele pe care le confectionau cojocarii satelor si cu cateva decenii in urma, devenise 0
adevarata industrie la Oragtie, sunt si piese de imbracadminte sandtoase dar si piese de port
traditional armonios integrate, chiar si cu un costum elegant. Revigorarea celor doua indeletniciri,

practicare pe spatii, care intrd si in alte zone de interes economic.
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SUMMARY

Keywords: local-zonal shepherding, transhumance, shepherding, shepherds of Bran and Sacele,
sheep, sheepfold.

A historical-ethnographic study of shepherding is a subject that can be used today as a
theoretical basis in the effort of configuring a new type of pastoral-agricultural economy, starting
from the model offered by "cattle breeders", when, due to the restricted possibilities of moving
sheep herds over large areas, as a result of the economic orientation towards more modern forms,
solutions had to be found in order to adapt. We can say that the same situation exists today,
perhaps even more complicated, but with the same effort of adaptation, traditions, as elements of
identity, can be integrated into modernity dominated by new technologies and forms of economic

exploitation of the countryside.

This is also the purpose of the following work, starting from the elements of the ancient
tradition of shepherding, to go through all the evolutionary stages until today, integrated in the
whole lifestyle of the village, because only in an integrated system and through a permanent
adaptation to the rapid flow of changes, we can preserve the identity elements inherited from the

ancestors.

Shepherding, be it local-zonal shepherding or transhumance shepherding, has been the
concern of many researchers, historians, ethnographers, breeders, sociologists, who have
approached the subject from the perspective of the discipline to which they have devoted their

research.

The bibliography on shepherding, with its implications in the history of Romanians, is
vast, but we felt that a work on this important occupation as an economic branch and basic
occupation, from a historical-ethnographic perspective in the areas Bran and Sacele, which would
complete and enhance the information published in the studies so far, with documents and
unpublished testimonies of those who lived life as shepherds, presented in the whole context of

the historical-ethnographic evolution of the traditional village, is necessary. The preoccupation
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for approaching this theme of the doctoral thesis " The local-zonal shepherding and transhumance
in the areas of Bran and Sacele" has been for many years and is also emotionally linked to the
family genealogy, in which the shepherding activities with its multiple aspects date from the 19th
century to the present day. At the same time, we considered that the two areas were among the
most developed centres of the Romanian shepherding and that the two areas treated together
reflect the historical reality of the close economic and cultural relationship between the shepherds
of Bran and Sacele areas, throughout time, in the battle waged, on the basis of legal arguments

with the temporal rulers, to obtain historical rights, as rightful owners of the ancestral land.

Analyzing the forms that shepherding took in the two areas, there was local-zonal
shepherding, while transhumance, as the most evolved form of shepherding, took place over wide
areas and had a major contribution to the economic and cultural development of the whole
Romanian area. The wording in the title underlines the concern to show that shepherding took
place in a variable space between the village border, the mountains and the plains, which
highlights the influence that the complementarity of our country's relief, with the three areas, had

on economic life and the ingenious and efficient way in which it was used.

Regarding the first formulation as a type of shepherding, called local-zonal, we started
from a reality noted by prestigious ethnographers, that this occupation involves a movement of
herds for the period of the cow-calf and wintering in the village boundary, or with the cow-calf in
the nearby mountains and wintering in the village, in a professional area, which is the area in
which the village is located with the cattle owner's household, which is also a form of local
herding, but which ethnographers have called 'pendulum herding’, or this term is not found
among those who practice it. Moreover, the wording in the title also refers to shepherding in the

areas of Bran and Sacele.

In the area of Bran, due to the territorial structure, the local-zonal shepherding was the
most developed form of shepherding with strong reflections in all manifestations of life of the
traditional community, while transhumance was the type of shepherding characteristic, especially
of the area of Sacele, which developed to the most complex forms, associated with agriculture

and trade, in a modern farm-type unit.
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A particularity that distinguishes the shepherding in the area of Bran from that of Sacele
is the way in which shepherding was organized during the cowherding period; in Bran the
sheepfold was mixed with sheep and cows, mostly belonging to the members of the village
community, while in Sacele the sheepfold was for sheep only, most of which participated in

pastoral transhumance.

In the first chapter "Shepherding in Romania”, we presented the general characteristics of
Romanian shepherding, in order to find the place and role of the pastoral economy in the

Romanian economy as a whole, seen from a historical-ethnographic perspective.

In the second chapter, all the forms of pastoral life in the Sacele and Bran areas, two of the most
important pastoral areas in Transylvania, with the most profound implications in the economic,
demographic and cultural development of the Romanian Lands, were discussed. In the areas of
Bran and Sacele, the geographical setting was favourable for the development of pastoralism. The
Bucegi Massif, with the mountains on the western slopes, Clincea, Ciobotea, Noaghea, Vladusca,
Gaura, Catunu, Gutanu, Pleasa, Greotisu, rightfully belonging to the villages of Bran with their
extensive pastures, offered conditions for the herding of numerous herds of cattle (in the town
documents of the 18th century and later, in the forestry plans, the number of cattle that could
graze was also mentioned). And the mountains on the Bucegi plateau, from the Ialomita Valley to
the Prahova Valley, were the pastoral space for the herds of the Bran cattle breeders, who

developed transhumance herding.

Due to its geographical position, Bran is a gateway through the Rucar - Bran Pass, in
Wallachia, through the south-eastern part of the Tara Barsei Depression, where in the Middle
Ages the most important road linking Transylvania and Wallachia passed. The close links with
Dambovita and Muscel, along the valleys of lalomita and Dambovita, as well as along the plains
paths over the mountains, where the shepherds passed with their herds to and from the wintering

places on the plains, favoured the practice of shepherding.

Sacele, with its four villages: Baciu, Turches, Cernatu and Satulung, situated in the south
of the Barsei region, at the foot of the Piatra Mare Massif, has an administrative area of 34,466
ha, of which almost 90% is mountainous, consisting of mountains on the slopes of the Ciucas and
Piatra Mare Massifs, with an altitude reaching 1954 metres, at Ciucas Peak, which explains the

development of the shepherding practised by the famous shepherds. On its mountainous terrain,

32



Sacele borders the settlements of Maneciu and Azuga, across the mountains, and is linked
to the Valea Doftanei, an artery connecting the subcarpathian area where the shepherds used to
winter with their herds in the Danube Plain and in the Danube Wetlands. The villages of Sacele
lie between two roads: the Timis road and the Teleajen road, the main road link between
Transylvania and the mouths of the Danube. The Teleajen Valley was also the main

transhumance route of the shepherds of Sacele.

Pastoral life in the two areas was influenced by historical factors determined by the
interests of the foreign powers that took over the Romanian Lands, but also by the internal feudal
system, characterized by excessive taxation, abuses, etc. From the 14th century until the middle
of the 19th century, both Bran and Sacele belonged to the Bran Fortress Domain, built in 1377,
whose feudal lord was Brasov, a circumstance which favoured the links and joint actions of the

cattle economies of the two areas in defence of their interests.

Transylvania's accession to the Habsburg Empire at the end of the 17th century brought
an increase in the serfdom's obligations both to Austria for tax purposes and to its feudal lord,
Brasov. In relation to the practice of shepherding, a complete picture of these obligations can be
found in the censuses taken by the Austrian state from the second half of the 18th century
onwards, known as 'conscriptii urbariale', which record the income of the Bran Fortress estate,
the villages of Bran and the seven villages of Sacele: the sheep tithe, the calf tithe and the income

of the shepherds, the same for the people of Bran and the people of Sacele.

To these revenues, which belonged to Brasov, should be added the revenues from the
mountains that belonged to the villages of Bran and Sacele on the territory of the Bran Domain.
In 1786, when according to orders of the Court of Vienna all the possessions of the city of Brasov
were leased, with all the revenues consisting of feudal obligations, all the mountains in the areas

of Bran and Sacele were also leased.

Sacele and Bran will remain under the rule of Brasov until the Revolution of 1848, a
historical event to which both the inhabitants of Brasov and Bran contributed, by participating
together in the Assembly on the Field of Freedom in Blaj, where the bearer of the tricolour was

Ioan Knight of Puscariu from Bran, and Nicolae Popeea from Sacele, was tribune of Bran.
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Following the Revolution of 1848, by abolishing the serfdom, the feudal domain of Bran
was abolished, the ownership of the mountains reverted to the villages of Brasov and Sacele,
following trials and regulations, concluded by the application of the Agrarian Reform Law of
1921, when the mountains that belonged to Brasov were expropriated, with the title of allodial
mountains. After 1848, the villages within Bran and Sacele became free and were subject to state

administration regulations, undergoing successive reorganisations.

Shepherding had a strong influence on the economic development of the settlements in
the areas of Bran and Sacele, which also depended on a number of other factors, the most
important of which, for the first phases of development, were the geographical environment and

natural resources, which in turn played a determining role in the structure of occupations.

The economy of the Bran area villages was largely influenced by relations with the
Muscel and Dambovita areas, primarily through the Bran cattle herders, who practised pastoral
transhumance and through the exchange of products, made at the country fairs of Bran,
Campulung, Fieni, Laicai and others. The development of economic links with the settlements of
Muscel and Dambovita intensified with the renting of the mountains in these areas by the

shepards who practised transhumance.

The economic development of the villages of Bran was also largely due to the links with
the settlements of Tara Barsei. With the use of water power for industrial purposes, contact with
the Tara Barsei intensified and there was a spread of technical installations for processing wool in
the villages of the Bran area, stimulated by the practice of pastoral transhumance, which could
provide the raw material needed by the textile industry. And the need for wool for the textile
industry in Brasov triggered a strong development of the cattle economy in the villages of Bran
and Sacele areas, a specialisation of large sheep-owning entrepreneurs, who would actively
participate in the most important economic phenomenon, which was pastoral transhumance. In
turn, pastoral transhumance, by moving flocks to the plains, contributed to the development of
the agricultural economy and the exchange of products with the settlements in this area,
especially from the 18th century, when maize cultivation became widespread and cornmeal
porridge became the staple food, in association with milk, in villages with a predominantly

pastoral economy.
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The contribution of shepherding to the evolution of the village economy is also evident in
the evolution of wool processing techniques, driven by the introduction of hydraulic and
overhead camshaft-driven installations in the areas of Bran and Sacele. In the first half of the 20th
century, the more complex installations, such as machines for preparing the reed and spinning the

wool, moved on from the simpler installations of pikes, distaffs and winches.

Shepherding also played an important role in the evolution of occupations; the practice of
agriculture, even if in smaller proportions, was possible thanks to the fertilization of the soil with
fertilizers obtained by raising cattle, shepherding gave impetus to the practice of crafts related to
the processing of wood used to make a whole inventory of the pastoral household (sheep milking

pots, buckets, shears, jars, churns), some worked by carpenters, others by specialized dowagers.

An occupation largely dependent on shepherding was the processing of textile fibres:
wool, hemp and flax, used for weaving garments and textiles for the interior of houses, to protect
them from the weather, but also to enhance the artistic taste of housewives, through ornamental
and chromatic designs, which can still be admired and appreciated today in the collections kept

by museums.

From sheep shearing to weaving, wool goes through a long series of operations, which are
also the oldest processing and weaving techniques. In the vertical loom, found in every
household, women wove heddles and woven for garments, carpets, cloths, clothes, towels and
linen, for harnesses, bedding and for milk processing: the wrapper, the cloth and others. The
finishing and thickening of woollen fabrics (cloths, shawls, coats) on waterwheel-driven winders
and weavers was done by the old techniques of winding and weaving, while the garment linen
was thickened at the hammer mills by means of hammers driven by a water wheel turning a
camshaft, which alternately beat the linen into the mill, thickened it and finished it to make the

trousers, the hammocks, the leggings and the sleeves.

The processing of leather, like the processing of wool, was a craft that was closely related
to shepherding, being dependent on each other and usually practised by the shepherds with a
larger number of sheep. Sheepskins were used to dress the shepherds and also for the production

by specialised sheepskinners of some of the garments used in folk costumes.
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The economic development of the villages in the Sacele area was dependent on
shepherding, the main occupation of the Romanians in these settlements, while the ethnic
Hungarians (ceangai) were engaged in agriculture. Shepherding influenced and developed an
entire occupational chain, with the most developed ways of processing and valorising pastoral

products, wool and milk.

The shepherdesses of Sacele developed the domestic occupation of wool processing in the
most archaic techniques, becoming the most famous weavers in Tara Barsei. From the fine curly
wool they wove white heddles and woven, for clothing pieces, cloths and pullovers made of wool
from the Turcana wool, with the thread pulled, then thickened and finished in the fulling mills
and water-driven fulling mills of the whole area of Sacele, and in a greater concentration at the

outskirts of Brasov, a settlement that was also named with the toponym of "Darste".

The women of Sacele also made woollen fabrics of various finenesses, used for the
clothing of the townspeople. The weavers of Sacele were also involved in the artistic value of
woollen fabrics, their decoration in various techniques and their colouring, using the technique of

natural dyeing with colours obtained from various plants.

The work deals extensively with the influence of shepherding on the development of the
village, the household and the home, together with geographical, economic, demographic and
historical factors. Being a mountainous area with livestock breeding as its main occupation, the
first village farms in the area around Bran were formed close to the mountains and forests, close
to the communication routes over the mountains, with the establishment of the first households

which were also the first village farms, the small villages.

As the population grew in number, new families occupied vacant land either in the valley
or on other hillsides, which led to the formation of valley settlements, Moeciu de Sus, later
Moeciu de Jos, Zbarcioara, Simon, Poarta, and settlements with scattered households on the hills
and hillsides, Magura, Pestera and Fundata, considered among the most representative of this
type in the country. As the textile industry developed and on the valleys, the development of folk
technology installations appeared, located along the waterways: fulling mills, water-driven
fulling mills, saws for processing wood, mills for milling grain, and as a result of the
development of trade links with neighbouring areas, the households were strung out along the

road, so that the village took on the form of an assembled village along the road.
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The evolution of the Bran household could be traced from the second half of the 18th
century, when we find the first documented mentions. We have a more detailed description in
1834, on the occasion of the inventory of the remaining goods of priest Nicolae Aldulea from
Moeciu: "a wall house with its house in the right side and with a cellar, a beam, a shed and a
barn, a beam shop with a cottage, a shed and its stable, behind it another wooden house with a
beam, two sheds with a stable and a bread oven in the back, a garden with 10 apple trees, 7 pear
trees, 10 plum trees, 21 rows of stubble”. The farm also has a small shop with a cottage, a shed
and a barn, proof that it is a farm located near Bran road, which also develops a commercial
activity. The household also includes a bread oven, the earliest known evidence of this

component in the household plan.

From a functional point of view, the Bran household, depending on the type of
occupations practised by the owners, is a household of mixed occupations: cattle farming,
agriculture and forestry. Economic developments at the end of the 18th century, in the fields of
wool and wood processing, led to the emergence of specialised households whose main economic
construction was the folk-technical plant, some for wool processing, others for wood processing.

The attraction of the Bran households towards the exchange economy in the second half
of the 19th century, combined with the possibility of providing grazing in the village boundary
during the summer for dairy cattle, especially in the villages of Sirnea and Fundata, led to the
profiling of some households towards a more efficient economic activity focused on the
processing of milk on the farm in the so-called dairies and the sale of the products obtained on

the markets of the cities of Brasov and Campulung Muscel.

Typical of the pastoral economy of the Bran area is the closed courtyard farm, called in
Bran the courtyard house, which has gone through several phases of evolution until today, when
it is adapted to the current economic functions. A component of the Bran household, in which
shepherding was the basic occupation, in the variant of the local-zonal shepherding, is the

temporary shed, situated outside the village's hearth, intended to shelter cattle during winter.
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The defining feature of mountain shepherding is the pastoral household, known as the
sheepfold, which consists of the sheepfold itself, which is a seasonal shelter with the function of a
workshop for processing milk products and a place for storing cheese and food for the shepherds.

The villages of Sacele: Satulung, Cernatu, Turches and Baciu cover an area of 34,466
hectares, almost 90% of which belongs to the mountainous area favourable to shepherding,
leading the Romanian population to practice this type of economy and at the same time to settle
with their households on the side of the forest, as close as possible to the plains leading to the
mountains. The different relief from that of the Bran area, where the Bran Plateau allowed the
formation of scattered settlements in the early phases of evolution, made the villages of Sacele
develop as settlements of the gathered type, with households strung along alleys, a way of

approaching the village structure specific to all Romanian settlements.

The interiors of the shepherds' houses were adapted to the functionality of the household,
but we can notice in the houses of Sacele, the care for the organization of the interior of the big
house, even called the house of honour, where guests were received and where all the events of

the person’'s life took place, in which the whole community participated.

The shepherd made its contribution to the supply of raw materials for the clothing and
textiles that decorated the interiors of the houses over the techniques of weaving and finishing

wool textiles.

An important moment in pastoral life took place on Saint George's Day (23 April), when,
according to the popular calendar, the pastoral summer began. According to tradition, St.
George's Day was the day of the herd's formation for the herding and going out to the mountains,
a pastoral feast, known in other areas as the "Sambra Oilor". Going out or going to the mountains
was the occasion for a series of ritual practices designed to protect the integrity of the flock, to

protect it from wolves and certain diseases.

Shepherding was carried out according to calendar cycles - the summer and the winter
according to the pastoral calendar - and according to certain rules concerning the organisation of
the sheepfold, the employment of shepherds, the feeding and guarding of the animals and the

distribution of dairy products. These rules are based on rules of ancient Romanian law governing
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the rights and obligations of the owners of the cattle and the mountain lord and the relationship

between the shepherds and the mountain lord.

The rigorous setting in time and space, but also in the life of the village community, with
precise and binding rules of behaviour for all its members, meant that herding was carried out
according to certain rules. The rules governing the organisation of grazing in the mountains of the
villages of Bran relate to the period of calving, for the cattle of the members of the village

community, in the first phase of the evolutionary cycle.

After the herds had gone up the mountain, the mountain master, together with the baci and
the shepherds assigned to look after the cattle, organised the entire pastoral household (tarla)

according to the rules that ensured the functioning of the mountain.

In the structure of the work, the two types of shepherding: local-zonal shepherding and
transhumance are treated separately with the particularities of the two periods of the pastoral
cycle, the summer and the winter, overlapping the two seasons of the pastoral year, the pastoral
summer from St. George (23 April) to St. Dumitru (26 October) and the pastoral winter from St.
Dumitru to St. George.

The area in which pastoral life was carried out in the two seasons depended on the grazing

places on the cow pasture and the possibilities for providing fodder for the wintering cattle.

The grazing with the cowherd on the village border and the wintering at the households in
the village had favourable conditions of development in the village phase with scattered
households, with wide spaces between properties and due to the existence in the perimeter of the
households of lands with forest patches and meadows that could not be used as meadows. In
earlier times, the owners used to keep cattle, especially dairy cows, on this land for family

consumption.

Another variant of local shepherding, with an ancient tradition, was shepherding with the
cowherd on the village's property. This type of pastoral economy led to a strong economic
development of the villages of Bran and an intensification of economic relations with the urban
centres of Brasov and Campulung. All the villages of Bran practised this type of pastoral
economy, but the ones that developed a real dairy industry, through their famous dairies, were

Sirnea and Fundata, situated at altitude and with land less favourable to meadows.
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Shepherding with cattle on the mountain and wintering in the village was the
predominant type of shepherding in the villages of the Bran area, due to the existence of a huge
pastoral area in the Bucegi and Piatra Craiului Massifs, some of which were owned by the
villages as communal property, after the application of the Agrarian Reform Law of 1921, others

rented from owners in Dambovita, the Prahova Valley or Muscel.

The first period of the pastoral cycle is the summer. This is the period when the cattle,
organised in herds, move to the mountain pastures, where the stable is organised in the sense of a
pastoral complex, made up of buildings, cattle and staff carrying out specific activities. The main
objective of the cattle-breeding, both in Bran and in Sacele, is to produce dairy products, such as
curd cheese and udder, which are preserved for consumption in winter. The mountain pasture
lasted until September, while the sheep were being milked and depending on the weather,
because in some years it snowed earlier and the shepherds were forced to go down to the village.

The cattle that went on transhumance went down to the plains.

At the village's sheepfold, sheep were herded. Shearing took place in the mountain
landowner's household, where each owner took in cattle according to the agreement made when
the sheepfold was established. Sheep herding made the transition to the pastoral winter, a
relatively short period marked by the rams being put into the sheep and the sheep being taken to

the village border until the snow fell, when the cattle would enter the sheepfold.

According to the pastoral calendar, the pastoral winter begins on St. Dumitru (26
October), when the new breeding cycle begins with the rams being put into the sheep, but the
wintering was not fixed, but depended on the weather and the arrival of snow. In fact, the start

and end of the pastoral cycle depended on the weather.

The owners, who had the fodder to feed the cattle during the winter, wintered them in the
village. Sheep farmers with more than 1000 sheep (some had up to 5000 sheep) took them to
winter "in the pond" or "down below" (in the Tara Barsei depression). Wintering ‘down below' or

in a pond is part of pastoral transhumance.

Chapter 111 deals with pastoral transhumance, an evolved form of shepherding among the
Romanians, characterised by the pendulum swinging of herds of cattle between the mountain

pasture and the lowland wintering, a historically important practice in terms of its implications
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for the economic development of the Romanian Lands and an important factor in the affirmation

of the economic, demographic and cultural premises of national unity.

Transhumance pastoralism was practised by shepherds, owners of more than 1000-2000
sheep (some had even more than 3000 sheep and even more), who had a stable household, with
the whole family, in the villages of the mountain area of Transylvania with the most important
centres, Marginimea Sibiului, Sacele and Bran in Tara Barsei and Covasna, as well as in the
villages with a pronounced pastoral economy in the Southern Subcarpathians (Vaideeni, Corbi).
The herds were herded by shepherds, who were hired "by the year" with payment in kind (sheep,
clothes, dairy products and household goods, after "haggling"”), most of them young unmarried
men, while the owners of the cattle moved from their village to the wintering places to settle
relations with the landowners and to supply the fair with the necessary things: food and clothing

for the shepherds, salt for the cattle and others.

The shepherds of Bran and Sacele practised pastoral transhumance by herding cattle in the
mountains of the Prahova, Dambovita and Muscel areas and by bringing their herds down for
wintering in the Danube Plain and the Danube Wetlands, and more intensively in Dobruja from
the middle of the 18th century. They populated the region and made a significant contribution to

its development.

Pastoral transhumance, however, involves raising a large number of sheep, far in excess
of the needs of the household, but it is also conditioned by the existence of entrepreneurs,
mentioned in documents, as we have pointed out, as "livestock savers", wealthy people,
interested in obtaining significant income to invest in the prosperity of the family, in the
education of children, some educated in theology, to be priests in the village, others in law,

representing them in relations with business partners.

The love of animals was also a mobilising factor, which gave impetus to intensive herding.
Regarding the mental motivation for the practice of pastoral transhumance, sociologist Traian
Herseni, referring to the people of Sibiu's margins, says that “the shepherds were driven to winter
in the plains, above all, by a deep need to fight against any fate, to respond to the challenges of

life in order not to be dominated or overcome by them, to face and overcome them".
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But in order to raise a large number of sheep, it was necessary to provide food in winter,
which the meadows in the villages of Bran and Sacele could not provide, and this was the main
reason for the search for wintering places. If the pastures of the Carpathian Mountains were
sufficient during the summer, during the winter, the vegetation of the Baragan plain and the
Wetlands along the Danube and on the other side of Dobruja could provide food for more than
200,000 sheep and, according to some historians' estimates, even up to a million and a half sheep
and well over 1,000 horses.

Wintering in the plains was possible because this vegetation was abundant in winter, due
to the milder climate, but also at a time when much of the land had not yet been turned into arable
land, and the puddles spread along the Danube had not been drained and provided food in winter
for hundreds of thousands of sheep, according to the statistics of the time. In these places, and
especially in Dobruja, winter often lasts no more than 5-6 weeks, but even during this time the

cattle find grass for food.

To these favourable natural conditions must be added the interest of the Romanian Rulers
to increase the revenues of the Treasury, from the shepherds, resulting from the payment of the
obligations laid down in the regulations and laws issued by the Rulers. At the same time the
Ottoman Empire, which, as we know, exercised its suzerainty over the Romanian and Moldavian
Lands. It was interested in stimulating shepherding, as it brought significant income to the
Treasury and ensured the supply of sheep for meat to the Turks. The sale of sheep was regulated,
but this business generated numerous abuses and conflicts between the shepherds and the Turks,
often mediated by the rulers of Wallachia and in the 18th century by the Habsburg Empire that
was also interested in promoting transhumance, which brought in large revenues to the Court of

Vienna.

The practice of transhumance pastoralism was driven by the demand for raw materials for
the textile industry, which from the 18th century onwards, starting in England, spread to central
and eastern Europe. This phenomenon was accompanied by the spread of wool-processing
installations, fulling mills and water-driven fulling mills, which ethnographic literature records as
being popular technical installations, enabling cattle to sell their wool to the weavers' guilds in

Tara Bérsei and even beyond, as far as Vienna.
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The seasonal alternation between the mountains for the cowherd and the plains for the
wintering of the shepherds' flocks was also favoured by the existence of roads, the so-called
sheep roads, which, leaving from the Ciucas Mountains and the Bucegi mountain tops, went
down to the plains through places with pastures and orchards, then through the plains where they
found plenty of food for the cattle, the landowners being even satisfied that the flocks also

provided fertilizers for the farmland.

As the demand for wool and meat increased, the most enterprising shepherds, known in
documents from the 15th century as “cattle herders”, would start to practice pastoral
transhumance, more intensively in the 19th century, when the Ottoman and Austrian Empires
showed a growing interest in cattle and pastoral products and thus the possibility of exploiting
them, which led to the departure of a part of the shepherds to trade.

Pastoral transhumance was regulated by privileges granted by the rulers of Wallachia, the
earliest from the 15th century given by the ruler Vladislav Voda in 1452. Transhumant shepherds
in Wallachia did not pay any tithe to the royal treasury until 1629, instead they were obliged to
enter into an agreement with the owner of the mountain or estate, to whom they had to pay a tax
called "the tax of the mountain”, paid in nature.

From the 18th century onwards, as a result of the development of the textile industry in
southern Transylvania and the economic importance of this type of intensive shepherding for the
neighbouring Habsburg and Ottoman empires, transhumance shepherding became increasingly

important.

Under the new conditions, in order to stimulate pastoral transhumance, which would bring
more income to the Treasury, the rulers of Wallachia and Moldavia issued a series of privileges.
To this end, on 15 November 1719, the ruler of Wallachia, Nicolae Mavrocordat, granted a
privilege by which he established that the Transylvanian people could keep sheep "as many as
they had to graze them from autumn until St George's Day", and for the payment of grazing
"where they put their sheep to pasture, they had to bargain with the lord of the estate, the lord of
the estate would give them 10 bani per flock", on condition that in spring when they went to the
mountains they gave a lamb per flock. The sheep farmers were obliged to pay the lords a rent for

grazing called "the tax of the mountain” paid in kind, either in sheep or in their produce.
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After Transylvania came under the rule of the Hapsburg Empire, in addition to other fiscal
measures, the Transylvanian authorities organised and regulated herding in Moldavia and
Wallachia in 1721, in the context of customs reorganisation, through a regulation issued by the

customs inspector.

In the second half of the 18th century, economic development in Transylvania increased
as a result of the importance of manufacturing. The contradiction between the natural, closed
economy, typical of feudalism, and the economy based on exchange is deepening, due to the
enlargement of the internal market and the economic and cultural links between all the historical

Romanian provinces. In agriculture, new relationships begin to enter in the form of tenancy.

Under these conditions, transhumance shepherding developed strongly, stimulated by the
growing interest of the Turks in supplying Constantinople with sheep. At the same time, the
interest of the Austrian state in protecting the shepherds of the region of Wallachia and Moldavia
increased, due to the high income they brought to the Court of Vienna; special consulates were
set up in the areas of intense pastoral transhumance, a consulate in Galati and a vice-consulate in

Harsova.

Another issue that needed to be regulated was the sale of sheep to the Turks, whose
shepherds committed numerous cases of abuse. Therefore the sale-purchase was regulated by the
rulers. In order to regulate relations with the Turkish sheepherders and to agree on a suitable price
for the sale of sheep, the shepherds of the region organised themselves into companies,
sometimes in association with merchants who sold wool. Thus, at the beginning of the 17th
century At the end of the 19th century, the shepherds formed the "Company of Shepherds and
Merchants of Sacele". 18th and early 17th centuries. At the end of the 18th and end of the 19th
century, they had the famous water-driven fulling mills on the southern outskirts of Brasov,

around which a village called Darste was formed.

The hindering of the transhumance shepherding of the Transylvanian shepherds (of Bran,
of Sacele and of Sibiu) by numerous cases of abuse committed by the servants of the Ottoman
Empire had repercussions on the economy of Wallachia, Transylvania and implicitly on the
Habsburg Empire. Under these circumstances, the Austrian agent in Bucharest persuaded the
Sultan to issue the firman of 4 December 1786, which laid down both the obligations and the

concessions for Transylvanian landowners taking sheep to graze in Wallachia.
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At the end of the 18th century, documents show an increasing interest on the part of the
Austrian state in protecting the pastoral transhumance of shepherds from Transylvania to
Wallachia and Moldavia, who brought income to the Court of Vienna. As a result, Austrian
consuls also intervened in the conflicts that arose between the shepherds and the authorities in
Wallachia.

At the request of the Transylvanian shepherds, in the first half of the 19th century, the
Treasury of Wallachia drew up every year the so-called "Conditions of the customs for the rights
and duties of the Austrian shepherds”, which repeated some provisions contained in the
documents of the rulers and specified the obligation of the shepherds to pay, in addition to the
shearing, the control for the illegal discovery of cattle. It was also stipulated that the passage of
flocks across the Danube was to be made only through the points where quarantine directors,
customs officers and servants were located, namely Braila, Calarasi, Giurgiu, Zimnicea,

Izvoarele, Calafat and Cerna.

In 1852, the Secretary of State of Wallachia issued a new regulation of the rights and

obligations of Transylvanian shepherds.

In 1865, the Romanian government passed a "Law for the regulation of the rights and
obligations of shepherds™, which stipulated the maintenance of the sheep and goat-herding taxes,

according to the previous regulations.

As far as the shepherding in Dobruja is concerned, it seems that until 1855 there was no
written agreement between the Austrian Empire and the Ottoman Empire (Dobruja was
incorporated into the Ottoman Empire). The shepherds who crossed into Dobruja were under the
jurisdiction of the Austrian consulate in Galati. In the year 1855, on 7 February, a convention was
concluded concerning the shepherding in Dobruja, which established the grazing period from 6
months to 1 year, the grazing tax of 56 'parale’ per sheep and one sheep per 500 sheep; in the
ponds, the shepherds had to agree with the tenants of those places; the shepherds could not be
forced to sell their cattle at a price lower than the market price; they could pass on the wool from
the sheep without paying customs duty, and disagreements between the shepherds were arbitrated
by an Ottoman court in the presence of the Austrian consul. But in 1849, in order to defend the
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interests of the sheep farmers in Dobruja, 'Stirostia Mocanilor' was founded in Harsova and in
1856, also in Hargova, a vice-consulate of Austria was founded with Nicolae Tarca from Sacelele

Brasov as vice-consul, who was related to the sheep farmers of the Puscariu family.

In 1865, the "Law for the regulation of the rights and obligations of shepherds” was
passed, which records the existence of Transylvanian shepherds with permanent sheep farms in
the Danube Plain and during the summer and who only took sheep and cattle to Transylvania for

slaughter and sale.

To winter their herds of cattle in Wallachia and Dobruja, the shepherds of Sacele used
four roads between the Buzau Mountains and the Bucegi Mountains. The first was the "road from
Slon - Drajna, the second road was called Teleajen; where the herds came down from about 15
mountains, and the meeting point was at Chiulesti and Valeni, from where the road took the
direction of the plain, passing through Mehedinta, Vadu Sapat, Mizil, Amara, and from here the
herds headed in different directions to the estates where they were to winter, according to the
contracts concluded in the spring. Another road was along the Doftana Valley, practicable as far
as Tesila, from where the sheep followed the Plaiul Schiulestilor or Plaiul Garboavei down to

Comarnic and from there to the plain.

With regard to the inhabitants of Bran, the descent with the flock untied in herds was
usually made at Gura Belii near Comarnic, followed by the Comarnic-Campina-Ploiesti road,
then by the sheep road to Albesti, from there to Ciorani, Silistea Cotorcii, Garbovi, Grindu,
Colilia, then through the middle of the field to Nisipuri, Viziru, Batogu and the Danube
Wetlands.

In the first half of the 20th century, for the herds that went down to winter in the lalomita
Wetlands or in Dobruja. the most important road followed by the people of Braila to the plain
was from Obarsia lalomitei over the Paduchiosu mountain, in the Cerasu Commune near
Maneciu Ungureni, near Ploiesti towards Urziceni-Cioara-Picineaga-Gropeni-Tibanesti-Malu
Garlutei, where they arrived around 20-23 October; from here some herds crossed by ferry to

Balta Brailei or Dobruja.

The passage of the sheep flocks of the Transylvanian shepherds, for wintering south and
east of the Carpathians, to Wallachia and Moldavia, was done on the basis of documents issued
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by the Transylvanian authorities: the passage of the shepherds who accompanied the flocks on
the basis of passports, and for the herds of cattle the Austrian customs authorities issued so-called
"reghii" (certificates).

The herds of sheep farmers from Bran and Sacele passing through the Rucar-Bran

corridor entered Wallachia via the plains of lalomita and Dambovita.

Until the beginning of the 19th century, the count of the cattle that were brought into
Wallachia was made by the shepherds who guarded the paths where the shepherds from
Transylvania descended, and at the customs post, only the owner of the herd presented himself
with the registers issued by the Austrian customs authorities, in which - as we have shown above

- the number of cattle brought to pasture was recorded.

Between Wallachia and Dobruja, the Danube line was the border, since the territory
between the Danube and the Black Sea was under the Ottoman Empire. As a result, transhumant
herds were only allowed to pass through certain places where the shepherds were obliged to
follow the same rules as when passing through the customs between Transylvania and Wallachia,
to carry their registers with them, which recorded the owner and the number of cattle (sheep,
cattle and horses) and to observe the health rules imposed because of the danger of plague and
cholera epidemics. For this reason, in 1830, the authorities also organised a sanitary border on the
Danube, as they did on the Carpathian line, to prevent plague and cholera epidemics from
entering the Principality. For the same purpose, on the Danube line, quarantine points were
organised at Braila, Calarasi, Piua Petrii and Oltenita, through which the shepherds, having the
rules given to them by the Transylvanian administration, could cross with their herds into

Dobruja.

The shepherds were of economic interest to Austria because they supplied large quantities
of wool for textile manufacturers, bringing considerable revenue to the Empire's treasury. That is
why the Court of Vienna intervened in defence of the interests of the shepherds and opened a
consulate at the most important fords on the Danube in Galati, a vice-consulate in Rusciuc and in
1856, a vice-consulate in Harsova, where the famous cattle owner N. Tarca from Satulung was
elected vice-consul. The most important area for the transhumant herds was the Baragan, the

Danube Wetlands and Dobruja.
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The spread of the herds that went to winter in the Baragan Plain was done according to
the abundance of vegetation and according to the agreement with the owners for the land rental.
The richest vegetation was in the Danube Wetlands, where the sheep were fed with grass, but
also with willow, whose bark, which the sheep were eating, was very nutritious, having the same
"income™ (nutritional value) comparable to corn. This was the main reason why the most
frequented wintering places were in the Danube wetlands region, which starts from Calarasi and
ends at Braila, where the Old Danube joins the New Danube and is formed by two distinct parts:
the lalomitei Wetland, about 100 km long, and the Braila Wetland, 60 km long.

The herds of the shepherds from Sacele and Bran went to winter at the end of September.
The journey from the mountains to the wintering grounds took about three weeks. While the
herds were on their way to the plains, the herdsmen would notify the sheep farms and conclude
contracts for the land on which they were settling. Once in the Wetland, the shepherds would set
up camp near the ponds and the woodland and reed beds, with grass and willow for feeding the
sheep, where they would build their sheds, shelters made of wood and reeds, in which all their
essentials were kept. For the sheep they built sheepfolds with reed walls or curtains with a single
reed wall against the winds, and during the lambing of the sheep they built willow-tree saivans

with a reed roof and a curtain to protect the creep from the winds.

From the 19th century, we have more information about the extent of pastoral
transhumance for wintering in the Danube Plain and Dobruja. A document records all the
shepherds from Bran who came down with their flocks of sheep (and horses) to winter in the
Baragan and the Danube wetlands, their numbers and the places to which they went, and their
area of distribution, which includes the plain and the wetlands along the Danube from Braila to
Calarasi, with the wintering places: Braila, Jegalia, Putul lui Ivan, Gura lalomitei, Slobozia,

Stelnica, Cegani and Calmatui.

As regards the transhumance of the shepherds of Sacele, documents of the time mention
their presence in the Danube Plain, in the counties of Braila and lalomita, preferring the pasture
area, because they had their flocks of sheep accompanied by a large number of horses, but also

because of their concern to practice agriculture, becoming in time large farm owners.

The passage of the shepherds with their herds into Dobruja was favoured by the existence

of large areas of open land, the land between the Danube and the Black Sea being sparsely
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populated. It was a steppe land with rich vegetation, good for breeding sheep and horses that
accompanied the flocks in great numbers. An important factor that attracted the shepherds of
Bran and Sacele was the climate of Dobruja, with mild and short winters. The transhumance of
the shepherds in Dobruja "was encouraged by the Turks (until 1877) by offering them
advantageous conditions, the only payment they had to pay being almost symbolic; the period
1830-1854 - as the historian Constantinescu Mircesti notes - was the golden age of shepherding
in Dobruja.

The first information on the transhumance of the shepherds of Sacele in Dobruja dates
from 1830, when several shepherds are mentioned as passing through Braila, with flocks of
between 2000 and 6000 sheep, hundreds of horses, goats and donkeys.

In the following years, the number of herds crossing into Dobruja increased. Thus, if in
1833, 36 herds passed into Dobruja, a year later, out of 81 herds that went down to winter, 50

went to Gura lalomitei, from where they passed into Dobruja.

Many of the shepherds also rented farms in Dobruja for cattle breeding, as lon lonescu de
la Brad tells us, who wrote in 1850: "In spring most of them leave the country. Those who remain
lease pastures for the summer. These are the people of Sacele, Silistea, Poienari, who have been

living in Dobruja for a long time.

From the end of the 19th century, the decline of pastoral transhumance gradually began.
The main cause was the gradual shrinking of the grazing area for the herds that grazed in
Wallachia, starting in 1829, when, with the removal of the Turkish monopoly on the grain trade,
part of the farms were transformed into arable land. After the unification of the Principalities in
1859, the agrarian reform of Alexandru loan Cuza took place, which provided for the division of
the estates, which had previously been used for shepherding and the purchase of land by the
peasants. This was followed by the economic war of the Principalities with Austro-Hungary in
1886, when the customs between the two countries were closed, and the passports of the
shepherds were abolished, making it impossible for them to bring their sheep and products to

Transylvania.

These were the main causes that contributed to the gradual decline of transhumance
shepherding, to which were later added other economic causes, the most important of which were
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the transformation of land into farms, the draining of the Wetlands and industrialisation, which
attracted labour. But even under these conditions, the shepherds of Sacele adapted and leased and
even bought large tracts of land, on which they developed agriculture combined with livestock
farming (flocks of sheep, cows, horses) in modern forms by organising farms that became
models. Some of the sheep farmers, unable to sell their products, sold their sheep and became
traders. Others who did not want to give up sheep farming moved their flocks to Dobruja, where
they settled permanently. N. lorga notes that: "After wintering here for many years, the shepherds
became ploughmen, the next generation gave rich, clever and thrifty merchants. Thus we
colonize Dobruja not with wandering and poor wanderers, but with the best and proudest peasant

elements."

To a lesser extent, the people of Sacele and Bran continued to practice transhumance
shepherding in the first half of the 20th century, favoured by the links they had with those who
had settled in the settlements of the Baragan and Dobruja, by the existence of wetlands with rich
vegetation and by the possibility of supplying the nearby villages with maize to feed the sheep in
spring during the lambing period.

In close connection with the transhumance shepherding there was a phenomenon of
emigration of Romanians from Transylvania to Wallachia, Moldova and Dobruja. The documents
record their settlement in the places where they came in transhumance, favoured also by the
provisions of the Convention concluded between Transylvania and Wallachia in 1841, which
stipulated that the inhabitants of Transylvania settled in the Principality enjoyed the status of
southerners and were exempted from the payment of the capitation, as well as other obligations
that the villagers had.

The shepherds of Sacele made an important contribution to the economic development of
the regions where they settled. Being famous cattle breeders, the shepherds helped to perfect the
methods of animal husbandry in combination with agriculture through the farm system. Also, in
the field of animal husbandry, the great shepherds contributed to the improvement of the cattle
breed in the Principalities.

Coming with their herds of cattle to winter in Dobruja, the shepherds from of Sacele and
Bran bought, from the earnings of their work, large areas of land and began to practice

agriculture, along with shepherding. Many of them gave up their extensive commuting between
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the mountains and the plains and settled in the villages of Dobruja, the most numerous in

Baltagesti, Topologu and Casimcea, where they established model pastoral-agricultural farms.

In addition, to their contribution to the settlement of Dobruja, the Shepherds contributed
to the economic development of the territory between the Danube and the Black Sea by creating
model farms, such as farms with two components, cattle breeding, and agriculture, in a balance
that ensured greater profitability and by introducing modern technical and organizational

methods.

After Romania gained its independence from the state in 1884-1885, the Romanian state,
seeking to populate and develop the economy of Dobruja, gave the Shepherds settled in the area
between the Danube and the Black Sea the land it owned. The enterprising shepherds took large
tracts of land. Settled in Dobruja, the shepherds of Sacele built churches, schools, town halls and

even entire villages, thus contributing to the cultural and building development of Dobruja.

On the social level, the shepherds contributed to the emergence of more economically
prosperous, enterprising cattle breeders, who would invest in the cultural and spiritual
development of their families and the localities in which they lived. The Bran farmers sent their
children to high schools, and then returned to their native villages as teachers and priests to

contribute to the cultural development of the community.

At the foundation of the deeds of the shepherds who practiced shepherding were first their
moral qualities, about which the publication Gazeta de Transylvania of 30 January 1850 wrote:
"Thrifty in their living, thrifty in the management of their wealth, the Shepherds of Sicele
understood the meaning of the deeds of public service, contributing with their purse to the
building of churches and schools." Rightly, the same publication, in 1928, wrote: "These forward
marchers of the union of all Romanians, the shepherds, always on the road, were the spreaders of

songs and books everywhere, thus helping to unify the Romanian language and soul".

Looking to the future, several projects have recently been launched to save the Romanian
shepherds, included in the sustainable development projects, and having as scientific support the
"National Inventory of Living Elements of Intangible Cultural Heritage", elaborated by
specialists from the National Commission for Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Institute of
Ethnography and Folklore of the Romanian Academy. The document notes that after 1990 and
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the accession to the European Union, "transhumance begins to disappear as an archaic form of
herding, because the rules of the traditional classical form of transhumance have changed, being
replaced by specific animal welfare regulations”. However, "because transhumance pastoralism
fits harmoniously into the broader concept of a sustainable economy based on a balance of
resources, it must become the property of agricultural and environmental management at national

and European level."”

The economic importance of this occupation, which also contributed to the first great
industrial revolution in the history of the world through the use of wool in the textile industry,
calls for deep reflection, starting from the benefits that wool products bring to human life, the
healthiest clothing, as well as textiles and especially woven rugs, for adorning the interior spaces
of the home and which can be integrated into interior architecture, dominated by functional
pieces of furniture. Sheepskin coats, especially the coats that were made by the village shearers a
few decades ago and became a real industry in Orastie, are also healthy pieces of clothing but
also harmoniously integrated pieces of traditional wear, even with an elegant suit. The revival of
these two occupations, weaving and peeling, can contribute to the revival of shepherding in
connection with the possibilities of practicing it on the land, which also enters other areas of

economic interest.
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