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REZUMAT

Cuvinte cheie: zona strategica, Valea Prahovei, petrol, al Doilea Razboi Mondial,

bombardamente

Am ales studiereca acestei teme, ,,Zona strategica Valea Prahovei in perioada celui de-al
Doilea Razboi Mondial” deoarece aceastd zond si in special, Ploiestii si Tmprejurimile sale au
constituit Tn istoria celei de-a doua conflagratii mondiale o fortareata, ravnita de ambele tabere
beligerante. Daca una din cele doua tabere beligerante stapanea fortareata Ploiesti si 1i folosea
hidrocarburile in logistica armatelor sale, atunci tabara cealalta actiona pentru a nu-i permite celei
dintai sa absoarba binefacerile zdcdmintelor petroliere si sa se intareasca datoritd acestei materii
prime strategice. In aceasta zona s-au confruntat, cu incrancenare, luptatori din cele mai puternice
armate din secolul al XX-lea (americani, britanici si canadieni, germani, romani), au fost misiuni,
actiuni si operatii incredibile ca amploare, spatiu, duratd, intensitate si urmari, cu impact
important, asupra societdtii prahovene in timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial.

Al Doilea Razboi Mondial reprezintd unul dintre subiectele des abordate de istoricii care
studiaza istoria recentd, atat cea universald, cat si cea romaneasca. Implicarea Romaniei in cea
de-a doua conflagratie mondiald a determinat o serie de schimbari politice §i economice, dar mai
ales o anumita transformare la nivelul mentalului colectiv. Asumarea unui ideal, recuperare
teritoriilor pierdute in vara anului 1940 si amplificarea lui sub propaganda ,,cruciadei sfinte
impotriva bolsevismului” au fost ideile centrale in perioada de inceput a celui de-al Doilea
Razboi Mondial. Odata cu epuizarea fortei ofensive de citre Germania national-socialistd, cursul
razboiului avea sa se Indrepte spre Romania. Mutarea teatrului de operatiuni pe teritoriul national
a fost un soc care a lasat urme adanci in fondul comun de amintiri al romanilor.

Dintre toate judetele Regatului Romaniei, judetul Prahova se evidentia incd din perioada
interbelica drept tinta cea mai posibild pentru raiduri aeriene inamice. Petrolul din judetul
Prahova era o sursd de importantd fundamentald pentru functionarea masinii de razboi germane,
iar distrugerea centrelor industriale din acest spatiu ar fi Tnsemnat o mare piedica in ducerea
razboiului. Unul dintre cele mai importante centre de extractie si prelucrare a petrolului,

municipiul Ploiesti, aflat la 60 de km nord de capitald, reprezenta cea mai probabild {inta de raid
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zonei petrolifere din Caucaz.

In abordarea acestei teme am efectuat cercetiri aprofundate Tn fonduri documentare
pastrate in arhivele Consiliului National pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securitatii, Ministerului
Afacerilor Externe, Ministerului Apararii Nationale, in Arhiva Nationala Istoricd Centrala
Bucuresti, precum si in fonduri documentare aflate in Serviciile arhivistice aflate in judetele
Buzau, Prahova si Centrul de Studii si Pastrare a Arhivelor Militare Istorice general ,,Radu
Rosetti” - Pitesti.

Pentru o mai larga si buna documentare am studiat, de asemenea, o seric de reviste
economice, precum revista ,,Monitorul Petrolului Roman” din anii 1925-1939. Un rol important
in documentarea pentru elaborarea prezentei teze de doctorat I-au avut articolele din revista
,Miniera”, ,,Document. Buletinul Arhivelor Militare Romane”, ,,Anuarul Institutului de Istorie si
Arheologie A.D. Xenopol din Iasi”, ,,Monitorul Oficial” si periodicele: ,,Curentul”, ,,Evenimentul
Zilei”, ,,Timpul” si ,,Universul”.

Data fiind complexitatea temei de cercetare, ce a presupus investigarea si tratarea unei
palete largi de chestiuni politice, diplomatice, militare, economice, etc, din punct de vedere
metodologic am optat in favoarea unei abordari tematice a zonei strategice Valea Prahovei 1n
perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial. Lucrarea are un caracter interdisciplinar, imbinand
informatiile istorice cu cele economice si chiar tehnice din domeniul petrolier, scopul acestei
abordari fiind redarea cat mai fideld a epocii istorice si evidentierea caracteristicilor zonei
strategice Prahova. Dorinta si curiozitatea de a cunoaste istoria acestei regiuni mi-au impulsionat
straduinta de a aprofunda subiectul ales spre cercetare. Mi-am propus sa redau o imagine cat mai
aproape de realitate, respectdnd metodologia cercetdrii stiintifice, pentru a contribui, prin
demersul meu, la realizarea unei file obiective din istoriografia romaneasca.

Aceasta se impunea cu atdt mai mult cu cat studiile si lucrarile referitoare la judetul
Prahova in al Doilea Razboi Mondial realizate in cadrul istoriografiei romane in perioada 1948-
1989 au fost, multe dintre ele, influentate negativ, din punct de vedere al calitatii stiintifice si al
obiectivitatii, atat de restrictiile de natura informationald, cat mai ales de comandamentele
ideologice si politice de moment ale regimului comunist. Avand in vedere aceastd dubla
subordonare a scrisului istoric din Romania, ideologica si politica, nu trebuie sa surprinda faptul

ca studiile realizate inainte de 1989, cu pufine exceptii, sunt caracterizate prin numeroase



interpretdri eronate, distorsiondri, omisiuni §i chiar denaturari ale faptelor istorice. Dupa
decembrie 1989, prin disparitia cenzurii ideologice si informationale exercitate de regimul
comunist, s-au creat premisele necesare in vederea abordarii si analizarii pe baze stiintifice reale
ale unor teme de cercetare interzise, denaturate sau ignorate nainte de 1989. In paralel cu
editarea memoriilor fostilor diplomati, militari si oameni politici romani, implicati direct ori
indirect Tn evenimentele la care ne referim in demersul nostru istoriografic, publicarea unor
volume de documente, respectiv elaborarea unor studii remarcabile consacrate acelorasi chestiuni
de catre istorici au creat premisele unei abordari obiective §i valoroase asupra acestei tematici.
Nu pot sd nu remarc insd o problema a istoriografiei romanesti i anume faptul ca cercetarile
realizate de istoricii americani sau britanici deseori nu includ §i perspectiva romaneasca asupra
evenimentelor, bombardamentele fiind analizate strict din perspectiva aliatilor, sursele romanesti
fiind folosite doar intr-o proportie infima.

Lucriarile istoricilor care au abordat pand acum teme asemanatoare, au furnizat informatii
pur istorice, date economice, juridice, aspecte sociale, la modul general. Pentru formarea unei
imagini globale asupra perioadei, am studiat lucrari de istorie apartindnd unor cunoscuti istorici
precum Gheorghe Buzatu, Florin Constantiniu, Dennis Deletant; Keith Hitchins, Serban
Papacostea, Andreas Hillgruber, Rebecca Haynes, lucrari de economie precum cele elaborate de
Victor Axenciuc, evolutia la nivel national a industriei petroliere avandu-i autori pe Gheorghe
Calcan, Gh. Ivanus, I. Stefanescu, S$t.-Tr. Mocuta, St.N. Stirimin si M.P. Coloja sau aspecte
referitoare la progresul industriei petroliere prahovene elaborate de autori ca Dan Ovidiu Pintilie
si Constantin Dobrescu. Pe baza acestor lucrari, dar mai ales pe baza studierii documentelor din
arhive centrale si locale, a culegerilor de documente publicate am reusit si realizat aceasta sinteza
privind ,,Zona strategica Valea Prahovei in perioada celui de-al Doilea Rdzboi Mondial”.

In ceea ce priveste istoriografia privind importanta petrolului la Ploiesti, una dintre
primele lucrari ce au abordat diferite aspecte a fost cea publicata in anul 1993 si datorata lui
Eugen Stinescu, Iulia Stinescu si Gavriil Preda si intitulatd ,,Petrol si bombe la Ploiesti”. In
lucrare se arata ca Germania a angajat forte importante pentru apararea petrolului romanesc din
Valea Prahovei, pregitind inclusiv varianta ocuparii militare a Romaniei in caz de defectiune a
aliantei; de asemenea, autorii descriu bombardamentele anglo-americane asupra orasului Ploiesti
si asupra instalatiilor industriale din zona petrolifera inconjuratoare, o paginda memorabild din

tumultoasa istorie a celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial.



O alta lucrare care abordeaza aceeasi tematica este a lui Gavriil Preda intitulata
»~Importanta strategica a petrolului romanesc 1939-1947”, fiind publicatd in anul 2001, in care se
prezinta strategia adoptatd de marile puteri fata de petrolul din judetul Prahova, planurile comune
ale aliatilor care au avut in vedere distrugerea instalatiilor petroliere, pe cand in viziunea
Germaniei, securitatea zacamintelor si exploatarea la maximum a potentialului lor productiv era
de 0 importanta exceptionala.

O analiza a zonei strategice Valea Prahovei am regasit-o si in lucrarea ,,Festung Ploiesti”,
scrisd de Gavriil Preda, Ilie Manole si Eugen Stanescu publicatd in anul 2003, care descrie
organizarea apardrii antiaeriene, bombardamentul aerian american din 12 iunie 1942, operatiunea
»l1dal Wave” asupra orasului Ploiesti de la 1 august 1943 si bombardamentele americano-
britanice in anul 1944. Autorii subliniaza faptul ca importanta resurselor de petrol prahovean
pentru puterile aflate Tn conflict in timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial a fost cruciala.

,»Razboiul petrolului la Ploiesti”, lucrare publicatd in anul 2003 si datoratd lui Eugen
Stanescu, Iulia Stanescu si Gavriil Preda, prezintd evolutia industriei de petrol din Romania,
rivalitatea dintre marile puteri pentru a obtine pozitii cat mai avantajoase in aceastd industrie,
locul petrolului romanesc in economia de rdzboi a Germaniei lui Hitler, ofensiva aeriana
americano-britanica asupra perimetrului petrolifer de la Ploiesti, cooperarea militara romano-
germand in apararea acestei zone de interes vital, consecintele rdazboiului asupra perimetrului
petrolifer si a productiei sale.

Lucrarea lui Jay Stout, , Fortareata Ploiesti: campania pentru distrugerea petrolului lui
Hitler”, tradusa in limba roméana de Mihai-Dan Pavelescu si publicatd in anul 2010 prezinta
aviatorii americani angajati 1n batalia pentru cucerirea fortaretei Ploiesti. Mulfi dintre acestia nu
si-au pardasit statul natal inainte de razboi, insa o mare parte dintre membrii echipajelor de bord nu
au mai revenit in statele de origine dupa razboi. Expusi altor climate si stiluri de viatd, detinand
instruire, experienta si incredere in sine dobandite in conflictul armat, ei s-au stabilit in alte
regiuni - California, Texas si Florida, care in timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial au slujit
ca baze pentru multe activitafi militare - au cunoscut un urias aflux postbelic de veterani. Acestia
au fost cei care au distrus vastele complexe de rafinarii petroliere de la Ploiesti. Rolul jucat de ei
in infrangerea celui de-al Ill-lea Reich este imposibil de cuantificat, dar nu poate fi minimalizat.
Armatele lui Hitler depindeau de echipamente mecanizate moderne, le-o cereau strategiile si

tacticile; insa tancurile si avioanele au fost inutile.



Operatiunea ,,Tidal Wave” este prezentatd 1n lucrarea ,Infern deasupra Ploiestiului.
Bombardamentul american de la 1 august 1943”, de Valeriu Avram si Alexandru Arma aparutd
in anul 2012. Aceastd lucrare reda bombardamentul de la 1 august 1943 atat din perspectiva
atacatorilor cat si din cea a aparatorilor, incepand de la modul in care a fost initiata si planificata
misiunea §i pana la soarta prizonierilor americani in Romania.

O alta lucrare care abordeaza aceastd tematica este lucrarea ,,Petrol, politica si cultura la
Ploiesti” publicata in anul 2014 de catre doamna profesor Carmen Béjenaru si dr. Constantin
Dobrescu. Descoperirea si exploatarea petrolului sunt activitdfi imposibile fara contributia
stiintei-parte inseparabila a culturii. O buna parte din profitul privind exploatarea petrolului, se
arata 1n lucrare ca a fost investit in cultura, Tnvatdmant, burse, donatii. Volumul respectiv prezinta
actiunile, uneori neplacute, ale unor straini in zona petrolifera, generate de implicarea lor in
activitatile informative.

Vasile Lucian in lucrarea ,,Orasul sacrificat. Al Doilea Razboi Mondial la Ploiesti”
publicatd in anul 2014 prezintd impactul razboiului la Ploiesti din perspectiva omului de rand,
(fara a intra in detalii militare si politice), viata orasului Tnainte si Tn timpul bombardamentelor si
ceea ce gandeau si simteau locuitorii municipiului in acei ani, etc. Experienta razboiului a rdmas
un moment aparte in constiinta ploiesteana. Asteptarile, groaza, panica, deznadejdea au modelat
povestile ce au reprezentat un patrimoniu afectiv al locuitorilor care au trait inceputul anilor '40.
Din punct de vedere economic - se aratd in lucrare, cd raidurile aliate au decimat reteaua
petroliera locald, reducand capacitatea de prelucrare a petrolului cu peste 50%, iar unele rafinarii
au fost total scoase din functiune.

Luind in considerare stadiul actual al istoriografiei si lipsa unei monografii referitoare la
zona strategica Valea Prahovei in perioada celui de-al Doilea Rdzboi Mondial, am considerat ca
investigarea acestei teme de cercetare se impunea cu precadere.

Metodele utilizate In cadrul cercetarii sunt preponderent calitative, (analizd de documente
arhivistice, de continut al articolelor publicate, comparatii, etc), ce sunt completate si de cele
cantitative (sistematizarea si analiza informatiei din punct de vedere statistic). Metoda analizei de
documente arhivistice (utild in identificarea mesajelor transmise prin intermediul filelor din
dosarele studiate, dar si a lucrdrilor de mai mare amploare, cartile si antologiile) si metoda

comparativa sunt utilizate pe parcursul celor patru capitole ale lucrarii.



Metoda comparativa este utilizatd pentru analizarea in paralel a articolelor ce trateaza teme
asemanatoare 1n aceeasi perioada din periodice si din dosare arhivistice diferite. Aceastd metoda
este indispensabild in conturarea elementelor comune si in evidentierea diferentelor existente in
abordarea temelor din dosarele arhivelor pe care le-am cercetat. Metoda cantitativa a fost utilizata
pentru a centraliza informatiile obtinute si a emite diferite concluzii bazate pe datele statistice.

Obiectivele urmarite reprezinta prezentarea zonei strategice Prahova din punct de vedere
politic, diplomatic, militar si economic in perioada celei de-a doua conflagratii mondiale.
Demersul intreprins pentru elaborarea lucrarii a constat in selectionarea izvoarelor istorice din
arhive centrale si locale, a culegerilor de documente publicate, memorii, periodice, lucrari
generale si speciale, prelucrarea informatiilor din documentele arhivistice, formularea unor idei
proprii, (argumentate), realizarea unor grafice de interpretare a datelor privind numarul
victimelor si a cladirilor datorate bombardamentelor aeriene in lunile aprilie, mai si iunie 1944 in
judetul Prahova. Prin intermediul acestor obiective, am Incercat sa prezint o imagine clard a
evolutiei zonei strategice Prahova in perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial.

In prezenta lucrare am evidentiat ca elemente de noutate influenta negativdi a
bombardamentelor din perioada 1941-1944 asupra populatiei civile din orasele Ploiesti si
Campina, locuitorii fiind nevoifi sd se evacueze in comunele limitrofe. De asemenea in perioada
celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, starea de spirit a populatiei a fost de nesiguranta datorita
alarmelor pe timp de zi §i noapte prin care atat populatia civild cat si institutiile erau avertizate de
pericolul raidurilor aeriene asupra obiectivelor economice din zona Ploiesti, rafinarii, conducte de
petrol. De asemenea la Arhiva Consiliului National pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securitatii am
gasit dosare necercetate privind actiunile Serviciului Special de Informatii pentru apararea zonei
strategice Valea Prahovei in perioada 1940-1944.

Prin cercetarea dosarelor existente la Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Judetean Prahova am
descoperit informatii importante privind planurile de dispersare a rafinariilor petrolifere din zona
Ploiesti catre zonele limitrofe oraselor Buzau si Pitesti. De asemenea in Arhivele Nationale,
Serviciul Judetean Prahova am gasit dosare cu informatii privind dezvoltarea industriei petroliere
in judetul Prahova pentru perioada interbelica.

Un alt element de noutate tratat in prezenta lucrare 1l constituie studierea documentelor din
Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Judetean Buzau prin care se mentioneaza amenajarea aerodromului

militar german de la Mizil care avea ca rol protejarea zonei strategice Ploiesti. Tot In dosarele



studiate la Arhivele Nationale, Serviciul Judetean Buzdu am constatat ca noutate cum erau
pregdtite zonele din jurul oragului Mizil pentru populatia sinistratd. Ca noutate in lucrare am
prezentat societatea cotidiana din Valea Prahovei in timpului celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial
prin pierderi uriase de resurse umane si materiale, ce au avut repercusiuni negative pentru
perioada postbelica de 4-5 decenii.

Varietatea si multitudinea informatiilor descoperite in filele dosarelor de arhiva, aspectele
de viata, unele asemanatoare, altele complet diferite fatd de perioada contemporana, dificultatile
intampinate de populatia din acea vreme, evenimentele fericite sau triste mentionate, mi-au trezit
interesul pentru cercetarea trecutului istoric asa cum afirma marele retor roman Marcus Iulius
Cicero, ,,historia magistra vitae est”, ,,istoria este invatatorul vietii”.

In lucrare am utilizat concepte operationale precum: ,,zoni strategica” prin care definim
partea cea mai importantd a artei militare care se ocupd cu problemele pregatirii, planificarii si
ducerii razboiului, campaniilor si operatiunilor militare; ,,aliantd militard” care se defineste ca
intelegere intre doud sau mai multe state, pe baza de tratat, prin care statele respective se obliga
sd actioneze In comun §i sa se ajute in rdzboi. Am folosit si conceptul operational de ,,resurse
naturale” care se concretizeaza in totalitatea zacamintelor de minerale, de minereuri, a terenurilor
cultivate si folosibile, a padurilor si a apelor de care dispune o anumitad tard, precum si a
diferitelor surse de energie obtinute sau produse fara interventia omului.

Prin lucrarea ,,Zona strategicd Valea Prahovei in perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi
Mondial” am Incercat sa prezint cateva argumente prin care sa demonstrez ca tara noastra si in
special Valea Prahovei prin asezarea geografica si rezervele de petrol a constituit o finta de
atractie importanta pentru aliantele aflate in conflagratia celui de-al Doilea Rdzboi Mondial.

Una dintre ipotezele de lucru ale prezentei lucrari, a fost sd demonstrez ca zona ,,VALEA
PRAHOVETI” a fost de interes militar, fiind cuprinsa intre limitele judetelor Bragov, Dambovita
si Buzau conform Deciziei Ministerului Apararii Nationale nr. 1169/943 publicata in Monitorul
Oficial nr. 135 din 12 iunie 1943. In aceasta decizie se mentiona ci toti locuitorii din zonele de
fortificatii care aveau proprietati in aceste zone, ca si cei din celelalte zone stabiliti de la data de
1 septembrie 1939, erau obligati ca pana la data de 30 iulie 1943, sa ceara Comandamentelor de
Garnizoand din orasele resedintd de judet prin organele de politie urband sau rurald autorizatie
personald, drept justificare a prezentei lor in zona. O alta ipoteza de lucru este ca zona Valea

Prahovei a fost importantd din punct de vedere economic, politic si diplomatic. Din punct de



vedere economic, pierderea regiunii petrolifere de la Ploiesti a dus la scaderea dramatica a
cantitatilor de carburanti necesari masinii de razboi germane. Rafindriile din judetul Prahova,
asezate 1n apropierea centrelor de productie, au prelucrat, cea mai mare parte din productia de
titei. Procentul titeiului prelucrat de rafinariile din acest judet s-a ridicat la 88,9%, restul de
11,1% revenind celorlalte judete. Importanta politica a judetului Prahova se poate observa prin
prezenta in zond a unor oameni politici la nivel national, cum ar fi M.S. Mihai I, lon Antonescu,
Mihai Antonescu, Constantin Argetoianu, si la nivel international cum ar fi, Erik Hansen,
Herman Neubacher. Din punct de vedere diplomatic, colaborarea informativa romano-germana
avea sd se intensifice odatd cu declansarea conflagratiei mondiale, pe langd schimbul de
informatii referitor la U.R.S.S., cele doua servicii secrete fiind nevoite sd ia in considerare
inclusiv adoptarea si aplicarea masurilor necesare in scopul protejarii regiunii petrolifere Ploiesti
si a asigurarii exportului In Reich a cantitatilor de petrol necesare masinii de razboi germane.

Analiza este realizatd de prezenta lucrare in patru capitole si o serie de anexe, ce vin in
completarea concluziilor formulate si sunt folosite ca instrumente pentru a facilita intelegerea
unor informatii si procese specifice. Continutul lucrarii ,,Zona strategicd Valea Prahovei in
perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial” este structurat in patru capitole, divizate la randul
lor, in mai multe subcapitole iar la final sunt prezentate concluziile, bibliografia si anexele la teza
de doctorat.

Primul capitol ,,Privire generala asupra dezvoltarii industriei petroliere prahovene in
perioada interbelica. Importanta strategicd a acesteia, In contextul geopolitic international”
prezinta situatia rafinariilor, a societatilor si santierelor petrolifere prahovene in perioada
interbelicd. Am prezentat legislatia petroliera a Romaniei in perioada interbelicd, acordurile
petroliere cu viitorii cobeligeranti ai celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, urmare a unor acorduri
politice si militare cu Germania si Olpakt-ul cunoscut sub numele de Pactul petrol-armament. La
23 martie 1935, a fost incheiat primul acord roméano-german pe termen lung numit ,,Acordul
privind reprezentantele, schimburile §i problemele de navigatie”. Acordul din 1935 a fixat, de
asemenea, cadrul juridic al schimburilor comerciale romano-germane si a reglementat unele
probleme de navigatie. Au fost create comisii guvernamentale romano-germane permanente, in
sarcina carora intrau elaborarea de conventii comerciale anuale pe baza acordului incheiat.

Al doilea capitol se numeste ,,Petrolul romanesc, obiectiv de interes vital pentru armata

germand. Masuri privind cresterea productiei de titei si organizarea apararii zonei petrolifere a



Prahovei si a rafindriilor ploiestene”, in care se prezintd apararea petrolului ca o misiune comuna
romano-germana, legea minelor din 1942, avand ca principiu de baza a noii legi a minelor trebuia
sa fie la fel ca si in Germania, anume majorarea productiei. Intrarea in Romania a primelor unitati
ale Misiunii Militare Germane s-a facut in dimineata zilei de 10 octombrie 1940, in aceeasi seara
germanii s-au instalat intr-o serie de puncte din Valea Prahovei. ,,Convenfia pentru
reglementarea chestiunilor rezultind din comunitatea de lupta romdno-germana precum §i din
prezenta trupelor germane in Romdnia” a fost discutata la 1 iulie 1941 intre consulul general
Windecker si general Mazarini, cu participarca ministrului Davidescu, secretarul general al
Ministerului Afacerilor Straine, Pandele, secretar general in Ministerul de Finante, Popescu,
secretar general din Ministerul Economiei Nationale precum si cu participarea mai multor
referenti experti germani si romani. Ca urmare, discutiile pentru incheierea Conventiei au fost
terminate la 1 octombrie 1941 iar cu doua zile mai tarziu, Conventia a fost parafata de catre cei
doi primi delegati, ea a fost apoi aprobata definitiv si de autoritatile centrale din Berlin. Oragul
Ploiesti, a fost elementul central al colabordrii romano-germane in organizarea apdrarii
obiectivelor industriale petroliere. La 29 ianuarie 1941 s-a semnat de catre Ministerul Economiei
Nationale, S.S. Aerului si Misiunea Aeronautica Germand un protocol prin care toata benzina de
aviatie produsa de catre rafinariile roméane s-au administrat de comun acord de cétre Statul Major
al Aerului Roman si Misiunea Aeronauticd Germana. Protocolul continea mentiunea ca ramanea
in vigoare hotararea luatd de catre Guvernul Roman de a nu exporta benzina de aviatie.

Capitolul al Ill-lea ,,Organizarea apararii antiaeriene si terestre a zonei strategice a vaii
Prahovei si Ploiestiului in anii celui de-al doilea razboi mondial” este prezentat sistemul de
aparare antiaerian a zonei petrolifere in anii 1943-1944. In adresa din 26 octombrie 1943 a
Statului Major al Aerului, Sectia 3-a citre Comandamentul A.P., Stat Major se mentiona ca
avand in vedere dificultatea din acel moment in a executa evacuarea populatiei, situatia in zona
periculoasa a diferitelor rafinarii, cazul Campina ,,Steaua Romana” si Ploiesti ,,Astra Romana”,
fiind obligati a admite in acel moment ramanerea acelei populatii pe loc. Totusi, pentru a feri
populatia, in caz de atacuri aeriene, maresalul Ion Antonescu, Conducator al statului, ordona sa se
studieze posibilitatea evacudrii acelei populatii in momentul cand pericolul era iminent. Aceasta
operatiune de evacuare nu numai cd era inoperantd dar putea conduce la consecinte din cele mai
neplacute. La 23 februarie 1944, Comandamentul Apararii Pasive Tnainta schita cu zonele

rezervate pentru evacuarea benevold a populatiei din Ploiesti. Sunt prezentate de asemenea
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aspectele economice, sociale si politice din judetul Prahova in timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi
Mondial. Operatiunile ulterioare de pe frontul de Est erau asteptate cu tot interesul si opinia
generald, inclina a crede ca fortele militare bolsevice urmau a fi infrante si razboiul din Est
terminat Tn toamna anului 1943. Anuntarea dizolvarii Internationalei a III-a si indemnul dat de
Stalin elementelor comuniste din statele aliate a fost comentat in sensul, ca totul s-a redus la o
lovitura de teatru. Evenimentele externe nu au influentat cu nimic starea de spirit calma a
populatiei romanesti. Prezenta trupelor germane nu a ocazionat incidente iar colaborarea dintre
autoritatile romanesti si comandantii germani a fost foarte buna. Populatia era in general
ingrijoratd de majorarea prefurilor si aceasta stare era evidentd in randurile populatiei paupere,
muncitorimea si in patura functionarilor de stat.

Cel de-al IV-lea capitol ,,Bombardamentele anglo-americane asupra petrolului romanesc.
Starsitul razboiului. Aprecieri si concluzii. W. Churchill: «Ploiestiul reprezintd rddacina pivot a
puterii germane, capabil sa ofere Germaniei un sprijin, chiar mai eficient, decat colaborarea cu
arme»”, prezintd primele bombardamente sovietice in judetul Prahova in iunie-iulie 1941 si
primul bombardament american in judetul Prahova la 12 iunie 1942, atacul american de la 1
august 1943, bombardamentele aviatiei anglo-americane din perioada 5 aprilie 1944 - 19 august
1944 si sfarsitul ,,camaraderiei de arme” romano-germane si efectele sale asupra zonei strategice
Prahova. Cea mai importantd preocupare a fost lipsa unor articole de prima necesitate pentru
traiul populatiei locale. In octombrie 1944 au venit la Ploiesti mai multi ofiteri englezi si
americani care s-au interesat de efectele bombardamentului la rafinarii, dand o deosebita atentie
principalelor instalatii de fabricatie si conducte. Se afirma ca armata anglo-americana intenfiona
sd-si asigure carburanti pentru frontul mediteranean cu produse din Ploiesti si regiunea Prahova.
Rafinariile din judetul Prahova produceau mai putin decat inainte de 23 august 1944, deoarece
armatele sovietice au Incdrcat numai benzind pentru automobile si avioane ldsand rafinariile
congestionate cu celelalte produse.

Lucrarea privind ,,Zona strategica Valea Prahovei in perioada celui de-al Doilea Razboi
Mondial” demonstreaza faptul cd Valea Prahovei a constituit nu numai o zona strategica din
punct de vedere militar, ci a jucat un important rol in ani celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial si in
plan economic, politic si diplomatic.

Concentrarea resurselor petroliere cunoscute in perioada interbelica la cateva zone, le

plasa pe acestea pe lista de prioritati militare si politice a tarilor combatante, in special a celor
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industrializate, care nu posedau pe teritoriile lor asemenea resurse si aceasta era valabil atat
pentru tarile din vestul Europei, cat si pentru si Japonia. Tn intervalul 1942-1945 au fost produse,
transportate, rafinate si vandute un miliard tone de petrol. Armata germana avea un consum anual
de 12.000.000 tone petrol, iar armata sovietica a folosit pentru nevoi directe 13.000.000 tone
carburanti si lubrefianti.

Marea Britanie si Franfa contau pe resursele controlate in Orientul mijlociu, iar URSS era
aproape complet absenta de pe piata petrolului, prin urmare petrolul prahovean era cel mai dorit,
desi era mai scump transportarea lui era mai usoara si mai rapida.

Vecinatatea geografica a Romaniei fatd de cele doud mari grupari de forte din Europa,
dinainte de anul 1940, a reprezentat un factor cu profunde implicatii politice, militare, economice
si teritoriale pentru tara noastra. La acel moment a incercat sa foloseasca arma petrolului in
scopul mentinerii integritatii teritoriale.

Pentru Germania petrolul romanesc reprezenta ,,aurul lichid”. Germania a angajat forte
importante pentru apararea petrolului romanesc din Valea Prahovei, pregatind inclusiv varianta
ocupdrii militare a Romaniei, in caz de defectiune internd a aliantei sale.

Petrolul roménesc a devenit un obiectiv strategic pentru politica militara germana. Dar a
fost dorit de ambele tabere aflate in conflict, inainte, in timpul si chiar si dupa cea mai mare
conflagratie mondiala. Marile puteri |-au dorit chiar si atunci cand au discutat despre conditiile de
pace.

Interesul german pentru petrolul romanesc a determinat dezvoltarea unuia dintre cel mai
eficient sistem defensiv in Valea Prahovei in al Doilea Razboi Mondial.

Cu toate acestea, au existat o multime de victime si au fost distruse cladiri in timpul
bombardamentului, chiar daca poporul roman parea sa fie foarte receptiv la ceea ce a insemnat
pregatirea pentru bombardament.

Zona strategica Valea Prahovei a avut importanta chiar si dupa 23 august 1944. Acest
lucru este evidentiat de faptul ca mai multi ofiteri englezi si americani au venit la Ploiesti pentru a
verifica efectele bombardamentelor din timpul razboiului. Ei au fost foarte interesati de
principalele instalatii de fabricatie si conducte. Valea Prahovei ar fi fost furnizorul principal
pentru petrolul necesar, chiar si in cazul in care rafinariile din Ploiesti ar fi produs mult mai putin

decéat Tnainte.
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ABSTRACT

Keywords: strategic area, Prahova Valley, oil, bombing, The Second World War

“The strategic area Prahova Valley during the Second World War” is the theme I have
chosen to study because of the fact that this area, and especially Ploiesti and its surroundings,
were like a fortress during the Second World War. Both warring camps wanted them. When one
of the camps ruled Ploiesti fortress and used its hydrocarbons for the logistics of its army, the
other one stopped the former absorbing the benefits of the oil deposits and becoming stronger.
This was the battle field for the most powerful armies of the XX th century (Americans, British
and Canadians, Germans, Romanians). Speaking of importance, time, space, intensity and
consequences, there were incredible missions, actions and operations here. The society on this
area suffered a great impact during the Second World War.

The Second World War represents one of the most approached topics by the recent
history, be it local or universal. The involvement of our country in the Second World War
implied both political and economic changes and especially a certain change of the collective
mind. The main target of the Second World War was to recover the territories lost in 1945 and its
amplification under the propaganda of the “holy crusade against bolshevism”. Once the offensive
force of the national - socialist Germany had finished, the war moved towards Romania. This
moving was shocking for our people whose memories were deeply affected.

From all the Romanian Kingdom’s districts, Prahova was the most wanted target for the
enemy air raids, even before the Second World War. The oil here was fundamental for the best
function of the German war machine. That is why the defense of the industrial centers in this area
was compulsory in order to continue the war. Taking into account the fact that Ploiesti city was
one of the most important centers of the extraction and processing of oil, 90 km north far from
Bucharest, the capital city, and Hitler had lost any other chance to conquer the Caucaz oil area,
this area become the most possible target for the enemy air raids.

My approaching of this topic was based on thorough research of important documents
saved in the archives of The National Council for Studying the Security Archives, The Ministry
Of Foreign Affairs, The Ministry Of National Defense, The Archive Of The National Historical
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Central Bucharest, the Archive Services in Buzau and Prahova districts and The Centre for the
Study and Preservation of Military Historical Archives — General “Radu Rosetti” from Pitesti.

For a better and wider research, | have also studied economic journals from 1925 t01939,
such as “The Romanian Oil Monitor” and articles from journals like “Mining”, “The Document.
The Newsletter of the Romanian Military Archives” “The year book of the Institute of History
A.D. Xenopol from lasi”, “The Official Gazette” and the journals “The Current”, “ The Event of
the Day”, “The Time” and “The Universe”.

Methodologically speaking, | have chosen the approach on the topic of the strategic area
Prahova Valley during the Second World War, because of the complexity of the research which
implied a wide range of political, diplomatic, military, and economic issues. That is why this
work has a interdisciplinary character gathering both economic and even technical information
from the oil domain. The goal of this approach was to restore as faithfully as possible the
historical age under discussion and the features of the strategic area Prahova Valley. My intention
was to reveal a real image, according to the scientific research, in order to realize an objective
view on this topic for the Romanian historiography.

Such an approach was compulsory due to the fact that the existing studies of the Prahova
district during the Second World War, done by the Romanian historiography between 1948-1989,
were negatively influenced by the ideological commands and the communist regime. They had
no scientific quality or objective aspect. Taking into account both the ideological and political
subordination of the Romanian historical writing, we must not be surprised by the errors those
studies contain. After 1989 a real scientific research could be done due to the fact that the
ideological censorship of the communist regime disappeared and there were no forbidden
research topics or distorted and ignored issues. Besides editing the memories of former Romanian
diplomats, military and policy people who were directly or not involved in the matters under
discussion, the publication of certain documents and the development of remarkable studies on
this topic had a real contribution to an objective and valuable approach. | must add that the
American and British historians have not included in their studies the Romanian perspective of
the events and thus the bombing was strictly analyzed through the perspective of the allies, the
Romanian one being mostly ignored.

The former works on this topic generated only historical information, economical, legal or

social aspects, generally speaking. In order to reveal a whole image on the topic | have studied
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the historical works signed by Gheorghe Buzatu, Florin Constantiniu, Dennis Deletant, Keith
Hitchins, Serban Papacostea, Andreas Hillgruber, Rebeca Haynes, economical works signed by
Victor Axenciuc, the national increasing of the oil industry signed by Gheorghe Calcan, Gh.
Ivanus, I. Stefanescu, St.-Tr. Mocuta, St.N. Stirimin and M.P. Coloja or aspects referig to the
increasing of the oil industry in Prahova, signed by Dan Ovidiu Pintilie and Constantin Dobrescu.
Based on this work, but mostly based on the study of documents from central and local archives,
the collections of documents published this summary we succeeded and achieved the "strategic
Prahova Valley area during the Second World War".

As far as it concerned the historiography of the importance of oil at Ploiesti, one of the
first works which approached this topic was “The oil and bombs at Ploiesti”, appeared in 1993
and signed by Eugen Stanescu, lulia Stanescu and Gavriil Preda. In this work | discovered that
Germany was very interested in the defence of the Romanian oil from Prahova Valley, including
even the military occupation of our country in case of the destruction of the alliance. Besides, the
authors describe the British-American bombing against Ploiesti and its oil industrial installations
which is a remarkable page of the Second World War history.

Gavriil Preda’s “The strategic importance of the Romanian People in 1939-1947” is another
important work upon the same topic. It appeared in 2001 and presents the great powers’ strategy
towards the oil in Prahova, the allies’ common plans to destroy the oil installations, while
Germany intended to secure them and exploit the oil till it finishes.

The same Gavriil Preda, together with llie Manole and Eugen Stanescu, describes in
“Festung Ploiesti”, which appeared in 2003, the organization of the anti-aircraft defense, the
American airy bombing from June, the 12" 1942, the “Tidal Wave” operation against Ploiesti
from August, the 1%, and the American-British bombing in 1944. The authors sustain that the oil
on Prahova Valley was crucial for the both warring camps in the Second World War.

”The oil war at Ploiesti” signed by Eugen Stanescu, lulia Stanescu and Gavriil Preda,
appeared in 2003 and presents the increasing of the oil industry in Romania, the rivalry between
the great powers to obtain advantageous positions in this industry, the Romanian oil’s place in the
Hitler’s German war economy, the American-British airy offensive against the oil area at
Ploiesti, the Romanian-German military co-operation to protect this vital area and the

consequences of the war in this oil area and its production.
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Jay Stout’s work, “Ploiesti fortress: the destruction campaign of Hitler’s oil”, appeared in
2010 and was translated by Mihai Dan Pavelescu. It presents the American pilots who fought for
the conquest of the Ploiesti fortress. Most of them had not left their native state before the war
and many of the members of the crew did not come back home. They had to face other climates
and different life style and to other regions like California, Texas, Florida, and thus there was a
great post-war veterans influx after the Second World War. They were those who destroyed the
vast complex of oil refineries in Ploiesti. Nobody can tell what was their role in defeating the
third Reich, but Hitler’s armies depended on modern mechanized equipments.

The “Tidal Wave” operation is presented in “Hell over Ploiesti. The American bombing
of August the 1%, 1943”, signed by Valeriu Avram and Alexandru Arma. It appeared in 2010.
This work reveals the American bombing of August the 1%, 1943, according to both the attackers’
and defenders’ perspective, starting with the way it was planed and organized and finishing with
what happened to the American prisoners in Romania.

“Oil, politics and culture at Ploiesti”, signed by Carmen Bajenaru and Dr. Constantin
Dobrescu is another work that approached the same topic. It appeared in 2014 and sustains that
the the discovery and exploitation of the oil can not be done without science which is an
important part of culture. A lot of profit on oil exploitation, shows the work that has been
invested in culture, education, scholarships, donations. This volume presents the actions
sometimes unpleasant, of strangers in the oilfields generated by their involvement in informative
activities.

Vasile Lucian presents in his work, “The sacrificed city. The Second World War at
Ploiesti”, 2014, the impact of the war from the common people’s perspective, what they feel and
their life before and after the bombing. The war experience remained in people’s consciousness.
The enemy air raids destroyed entirely the local oil network, reducing the capacity of the oil
processing up to 50% and some of the oil distillery were out of order.

Taking into account the lack of a monograph of the strategic area Prahova Valley during
the Second World War and the present estate of the historiography, | have considered this
approach compulsory.

The methods | have used during my research are especially qualitative (the analysis of

archival documents and the content of the published articles, comparisons ...) and quantitative,
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too (the systematization and analysis of data from a statistical point of view). | have used both the
analysis of archival documents and comparisons, the four chapters of the work.

I have used the method of comparisons in order to analysis in parallel the articles with the
same topic, of the same period, but from different archive sources. It is compulsory to use such a
method in order to establish the common elements and the differences of the researches. The
quantitative method helped me to put all together the information | had obtained and come to
conclusions.

What | intended to realize throughout this work was to present the strategic area Prahova
Valley during the Second World War from a political, diplomatic, military and economic point of
view. In this respect | have selected the historical sources and interpreted the data, formulating
my own opinions, with strong arguments. | have done graphics regarding the rate of the victims
and destroyed buildings because of the airy bombing in April, May and June 1944 in Prahova
district. My intention was to reveal clearly the evolution of the strategic area Prahova Valley
during the Second World War.

The negative bombing influence against the civil people from Ploiesti and Campina
during 1941-1944 who had to refuge to the nearest villages represents the novelty items. People
lived under the terror of the bombing sirens which announced airy raids against the oil
installations. Besides, | have found unstudied files regarding the actions of The Special Service of
Information for defending the strategic area Prahova Valley during the Second World War at The
National Council for Studying the Security Archives, in the period 1940-1944.

Researching the existing files at The National Archives, the Archive Services Prahova, |
found out important information about the plans of dispersal of the oil refineries in Ploiesti area
towards Buzau and Pitesti. Besides, | found out information about the development of oil
industry in Prahova, between the wars.

Another novelty item of this work, that I found in The National Archives, the Archive
Services Buzau, is about the arrangement of the military German aerodrome from Mizil which
had to protect the strategic area Ploiesti. | also found out how the surroundings of Mizil were
arranged to receive the affected population. There were a lot of human and material loses during

the Second World War, with a great negative impact for the next 4 to5 decades.
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All of these various information discovered in the existing files in The National Archives
made me be more and more interested in researching the historical past, as the great roman
rhetorician Marcus Iulius Cicero said: “historia magistra vitae est” — “History is life’s master”.

There are many operational concepts I have used in my work, such as: “strategic area”,
which refers to the most important part of the military art for preparing problems, plans and war
management; “military alliance” which refers to the agreement between two or more states based
on treaty, or “natural resources” for all the deposits of minerals, forests or lands for crops that
belongs to a country and even energy that are not come from the people.

Through his "strategic area Prahova Valley during the Second World War" | tried to
present some arguments to prove that our country and especially the Prahova Valley through
geographical and oil reserves has been a target of important attraction for alliances are in the
conflagration of the Second World War.

One of the the assumptions of the work was to demonstrate that Prahova Valley area had
a military interest, being placed between Brasov, Dambovita and Buzau districts, according to the
Decision of The Ministry Of National Defense nr. 1169/943 published in The Official Gazette
nr. 135 from June, the 12" 1943. All the people here had to ask the authorities from the
Headquarters of the Garrison to give them personal permits to demonstrate their living in the
fortified area. The oil refineries in Prahova processed the most part of the oil in the area, almost
88%. Prahova had also its political importance represented by great politicians such as: His
Majesty Mihai 1., lon Antonescu, Mihai Antonescu, Constantin Argetoianu or the intrenationals
Erik Hansen and Herman Neubacher.

From the diplomatic point of view, collaboration informative Romanian-German would
intensify with the onset of world conflagration, in addition to exchanging information on the
U.S.S.R., the two secret services being forced to consider including the adoption and
implementation of measures necessary to protect the region Ploiesti oil and ensuring export
quantities of oil necessary Reich German war machine.

This work contains four chapters and a lot of appendices that complete the conclusions
offering a better understanding of the matters under discussion. In addition to these come the
final conclusions, the bibliography and the appendices of this doctor’s degree thesis.

The first chapter, “A general survey upon the development of the oil industry in Prahova

between the wars. Strategic importance in the international geopolitical context”, presents the
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situation of the oil refineries and companies in Prahova between the wars. | have presented the
Romanian oil laws between the wars and the agreements with the future war partners. On 23
March 1935 the first agreement was concluded between Romania and the German term called
"Agreement on representation, trade and navigation problems”. Agreement of 1935 also set the
legal framework of German-Romanian commercial exchanges and regulated navigation
problems. They were created Romanian-German Governmental Committee permanent whose
task annual trade between the drafting convention based on the agreement.

The second chapter, “The Romanian oil, objective of vital interest for the German army.
Measures concerning the increasing of oil production and defense organization of oil distilleries
and area and in Prahova and Ploiesti”, presents the oil defense as a common Romanian-German
mission, the mining law from 1942 which had to increase the production just kike in Germany.
On October, the 10", the first units of The German Military Mission come to Romania and
installed in Prahova Valley. The general consul Windecker and general Mazarini discussed with
minister Davidescu and other members of the Romanian Government on the 1% July 1941 about
“The convention for the regulation of the matters resulting from the Romanian-German
community of struggle and the presence of German army in Romania”. Ploiesti was the central
element in the organization of the oil industry defense. On January, the 29™ 1941, The Ministry
Of National Economy, The Air S.S. and The German Aeronautics Mission signed an agreement
according to which the whole petrol produced by the Romanian distilleries was administrated by
The general Staff of the Romanian Novel Air and The German Aeronautics Mission.

The third chapter, “The organization of the anti-aircraft and terrestrial defense of the
strategic area of Prahova Valley and Ploiesti, during The Second World War”, presents the anti-
aircraft defense system of the oil area in 1943-1944. The address of 26 October 1943 the General
Staff of the Air, Section 3 of the Command A.P. Staff stated that given the difficulty of that time
to perform evacuation of the population, the situation in the danger of various refineries, where
Campina “Steaua Romana” and Ploiesti ”Astra Romana”, being forced to admit at the time that
populations remain in place. However, to protect the population in case of air raids, Marshal lon
Antonescu, leader of the State, ordered to study the possibility that population evacuation when
the danger was imminent. The evacuation operation was not only ineffective, but could lead to
the most unpleasant consequences. On 23 February 1944 submit Passive Defense Command

outline the areas reserved for voluntary evacuation of the population in Ploiesti. There are also

26



presented the economic, politic and social aspects of Prahova District during The Second World
War. Subsequent operations on the Eastern Front were welcomed with great interest and general
opinion, incline to believe that the Bolshevik military forces were to be defeated and the war in
East finished in autumn 1943. Announcing the dissolution of the International Il exhortation
given by Stalin items communist allies was commented in the sense that everything was reduced
to a coup de theater. External events did not affect anything calm mood of the Romanian
population. The presence of German troops not given rise to incidents and collaboration between
Romanian authorities and German commanders was very good. The population was generally
concerned about the increase in prices and this state was evident in the population impoverished,
working class and civil servants blanket.

The fourth chapter, “The British-American bombing against Romanian oil. The end of the
war. Assessments and conclusions. W. Churchill: <<Ploiesti represents the root pivot of the
German power, capable of offering Germany a more efficient support than weapons.”, presents
the first Russian bombing in Prahova in June-July 1941and the first American bombing in
Prahova at June, the 12", 1942 and the first US bombing in Prahova County on June 12, 1942,
US attacks from 1 August 1943 bombing aviation Anglo-American during April 5, 1944 - August
19, 1944 and the end of “camaraderic Arms” Romania and Germany and its effects on the
strategic area Prahova- The most important concern was the lack of very important things needed
for the living of local people. In October 1944 came to the Ploiesti more British and American
officers who were interested in the effects of the bombing refineries, giving particular attention to
the main production facilities and pipelines. He stated that the Anglo-American army intended to
provide fuel for front Mediterranean products in Ploiesti and Prahova region. Prahova County
refineries were producing less than before 23 August 1944 only because the Soviet armies loaded
gasoline for cars and planes leaving refineries congested with other products.

This work, “The strategic area Prahova Valley during the Second World War”, reveals not
only the military importance of Prahova Valley during the Second World War, but also its
political, economic and diplomatic role.

The concentration of oil resources known in the interwar period in some areas, place them
on the list of priority military and the country's political combatants, especially industrial ones
who owned their territories such resources, and this was true both for countries in Western

Europe as well as Japan. Between 1942-1945 there were produced, carried, refined and sold a
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billion tones of oil. The German army had an annual consumption of 12 million tons of oil, and
the Soviet army used to direct needs 13 million tones fuels and lubricants.

Great Britain and France were interested in the oil from the Middle East, Russia had no
oil market and thus the oil from Prahova was the most desired of all, even if it was expensive, but
it could be easily and faster transported.

The fact that Romania was so close to the great powers of Europe implied profound
political, military, economic and territorial aspects for our country. At that time he tried to use the
oil weapon to maintain territorial integrity.

Germany considered the Romanian oil to be “The liquid gold”. That is why it always tried
to defense the Romanian oil in Prahova Valley, including the military occupation of our country
in case of the destruction of its internal plant.

The Romanian oil become a strategic objective for the German military policy. But it was
wanted by both warring camps before, during and even after the biggest world conflagration. The
great powers wanted it even when they discussed the peace conditions.

The German interest in Romanian oil determined the development of one of the most
efficient defensive system in Prahova Valley during The Second World War.

Still, there were a lot of casualties and distroyed buildings after the bombing, even if the
Romanian people seemed to be very perceptive to what it meant the preparation for bombing.

The strategic area Prahova Valley had its importance even after August, the 23" 1944,
This is revealed by the fact that more English and American officers came to Ploiesti to verify the
effects of the bombing during the war. They were very interested in the main manufacturing and
production installations. The Prahova Valley could have been their main supplier for the needed

oil, even if the refineries in Ploiesti produced much less than before.
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