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Tn lucrarea de fata ne propunem sa analizam relatiile dintre Romania si cateva state
din Africa Ecuatoriala si de Vest in perioada 1960-1974, mai exact Guineea, Ghana, R.P.
Congo, R.D. Congo ( Zair din 1971) si Republica Africa Centrala. Prima intrebare care se
pune este de ce am ales cele doua regiuni ale continentului african si nu altele. Tnca de la
Tnceput trebuie mentionat ca teritoriul de la sud de Sahara, in subsolul caruia se gasesc foarte
multe resurse naturale a constituit campul de lupta al imperiilor coloniale, iar dupa disparitia
acestora Statele Unite si Uniunea Sovietica au inceput o cursa pentru atragerea de partea lor a
cat mai multor noi state. Tn timpul regimului Gheorghiu-Dej, care a durat pana in 1965,
interesul Romaniei pentru acest colt de lume era unul scazut, incadrandu-se in directiile
politicii externe trasate de la Moscova.

Un alt motiv este acela ca, la inceputul perioadei propuse Tn lucrare cele mai multe state
independente se gaseau Tn partea centrald si de vest a continentului. Tn acest context, tarile din
intreaga Africa Subsahariana cu care Romania a initiat primele relatii bilaterale au fost
Guineea si Ghana, care erau considerate, alaturi de Mali, satelitii URSS de pe acest continent.
Fata de aceste state, Romania ducea o politica de ajutorare a lor, materializata prin trimiterea
de specialisti in mai multe domenii deficitare ale lor. Spre sfarsitul anilor 60 si prima jumatate
a anilor 70 Romania a inceput sa manifeste o independenta din ce in ce mai mare fata de
Moscova, acest lucru fiind observat si in politica externa fata de statele africane. Astfel, noul
conducator al Romaniei, Nicolae Ceausescu, nu a mai tinut cont in relatiile cu aceste tari de
afilierea lor la vreuna din marile puteri de atunci. Cel mai elocvent exemplu Tn acest sens este
stabilirea de relatii bilaterale urmate de o bogata cooperare ih mai multe domenii, cu state care
se aflau sub influenta fostelor imperii coloniale sau a SUA, cele mai importante fiind RD
Congo ( Zair) si Republica Africa Centrala. Momentul culminant in urma caruia Ceausescu
si-a sporit prestigiul Tn aceste zone a fost in urma gestului rebel de a nu se supune deciziei
Pactului de la Varsovia de a ataca Cehoslovacia in anul 1968 in urma asa numitei Primavara
de la Praga. Acest eveniment a deschis Cortina de Fier pentru Roménia pe plan diplomatic,in
anii ce au urmat fiind vizitata de mai multi conducatori ai unor state democrate, in frunte cu
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avand una din cele mai dure politici staliniste ale blocului comunist. Se pare ca, bunele relatii
cu democratiile occidentale s-au extins si asupra statelor africane aflate sub influenta acestora.

Un caz aparte este reprezentat de relatiile Roméaniei cu RP Congo (Brazzaville), care au
inceput Tn anul 1966 in timpul presedintelui Alphonse Massamba-Debat, un apropiat al
Frantei. Tn 1968, in urma unei lovituri de stat, puterea a fost preluat de comandantul Marien
Ngouabi, care a infiintat si partidul Miscarea Congoleza a Revolutiei, de orientare marxista.
Din acel moment, RP Congo a devenit cel mai apropiat stat din regiunile studiate fata de
Romania, din punct de vedere ideologic, acest lucru extinzandu-se si asupra relatiilor dintre
partidele celor doua tari, intre care au avut loc mai multe schimburi de delegatii.

Faptul ca aceste state aveau cele mai bune relatii cu Romania este demonstrat de vizitele
efectuate de numerosi oficiali romani si de insusi Nicolae Ceausescu pe continentul african.
Tn celebrul turneu din luna martie a anului 1972 au fost vizitate opt tiri din nordul centrul si
estul Africii. Din zonele analizate in lucrarea de fata dictatorul roman a trecut exact prin trei
din statele propuse pentru a le fi analizate relatiile bilaterale cu Roméania si anume Republica
Africa Centrala, RP Congo si Zair. Tn anul 1974 a avut loc a doua descindere a lui Ceausescu
n Africa Subsahariana, fiind vizitate Guineea si Liberia.

Alt considerent pentru care am ales cele cinci tari este faptul ca in perioada studiata au
avut cele mai intense relatii bilaterale cu Romania, acestea materializandu-se prin nenumarate
vizite reciproce, acorduri si tratate de cooperare parafate si aplicate in mai multe domenii.

O mica exceptie este reprezentata de Ghana, primul stat din regiunile studiate cu care
Romania a stabilit relatii economice. Pana in anul 1966 cooperarea Romaniei cu aceasta tara
era foarte buna, mai ales ca presedintele Kwame Nkrumah a fost primul lider african care a
vizitat Roméania in anul 1961. Din pacate, acesta a fost inlaturat de la putere in anul mentionat
mai sus, fiind Tnlocuit de un regim militar. Din acel moment Ghana a intrat Tntr-o perioada de
instabilitate politica, Tnsa paradoxal, relatiile economice dintre cele doua state au continuat
pana spre anul 1970.

Nici perioada propusa pentru analizarea relatiilor bilaterale dintre Romania si cele cinci
tari africane nu este aleasa intdamplator. Anul 1960, spre exemplu, a fost crucial in istoria
decolonizarii, atunci devenind independente peste 30 de foste colonii din Africa Subsahariana
si fiind numit ,, Anul Africii” de catre contemporani. Tot atunci Romania a luat contact pentru
prima data cu realitatile din aceste state, prin recunoasterea imediata a existentei lor si prin
trimiterea primelor delegatii in aceste tari pentru a participa la festivitatile organizate cu

ocazia obtinerii independentei.



Tn schimb, anul 1974 a fost ales pentru ca, dupa cum am afirmat mai sus, a reprezentat a
doua debarcare a lui Ceausescu pe pamantul Africii Subsahariene, prin vizitele efectuate in
Liberia si Guineea. Acel an a mai avut o importanta si in domeniul economic, atunci incepand
sa functioneze primele societati mixte de cooperare economica intre Romania si cateva dintre
statele propuse.

Subiectul acestei lucrari este unul inedit foarte putin cercetat, relatiile Romaniei cu
statele din Africa Subsahariana fiind in general evitate sau tratate cu superficialitate de
specialisti in ziua de azi. Un oarecare interes asupra acestei parti a lumii a existat in perioada
comunista, atunci cand au fost elaborate cateva lucrari care tratau subiecte referitoare la
decolonizare in general sau la istoria unora dintre aceste tari. De altfel, Tnainte de 1989 au
aparut si cele mai multe lucrari care aveau ca subiect principal continentul african sau statele
de pe acesta. Tncepand cu 1960, conducerea comunista a Romaniei a decis popularizarea
statelor din Africa Subsahariana in randul maselor prin publicarea de carti si a cat mai multor
articole in ziarele si revistele din acea perioada. Prima lucrare descoperita de noi care avea ca
tema principala continentul negru a fost indreptarul politico-economic Africa azi, aparut la
Editura Politica Tn anul 1962. Tn cadrul acestuia erau prezentate mai multe aspecte istorice,
geografice si economice ale noilor state africane. Ulterior au inceput sa fie explorate si
aspecte care tineau de latura spirituala si culturala a Africii Subsahariene, initiatorul acestui
curent fiind academicianul Constantin lonescu Gulian. Referitor la Africa acesta a publicat
doua lucrari, scrise intr-un mod decent. Prima era intiulata Despre cultura spirituala a
popoarelor africane si a aparut la Editura Stiintifica Tn anul 1964. Tn cadrul acesteia, autorul
ncerca si demonteze ideea de inferioritate a culturii africane in fata celorlalte. Tn acest sens a
fost realizata o radiografie a principalelor valori si elemente culturale ale continentului
african, iar pentru a fi convingator, Gulian a prezentat si unele opinii favorabile ideii sale
apartindnd mai multor oameni de cultura occidentali. Cealalta lucrare scrisa de academician s-
a numit Omul in folclorul african si a fost publicata Tn 1967 la Editura pentru Literatura
Universala.

Tn a doua jumatate a anilor “60 au inceput si apara si lucrari despre istoria unor tari din
Africa Subsahariana, cea mai importanta fiind Realitasi Congoleze scrisa de Nestor Rates si
Nae Popescu. Aceasta a aparut in anul 1966 la Editura Politica si avea ca subiect istoria si
evolutia fostei colonii belgiene Congo.

Tn anii ’70 autorii romani au continuat sa publice lucrari care aveau ca subiect principal
istoria si realitatile Africii Subsahariene. Din pacate acestea se aflau sub controlul din ce n ce
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si pozitia oficiala a partidului fata de acea regiune. Prima lucrare aparuta in acea perioada s-a
numit Decolonizarea si relayiile internagionale si a fost scrisa de Radu Vasiliu. Aceasta a fost
publicata la Editura Politica in anul 1972. Din pacate aceasta nu prezinta obiectiv
evenimentele si situatiile pe care le analizeaza, folosind anumite clisee lingvistice specifice
istoricilor comunisti. O abordare interesanta au avut-o Elena si Marin Voiculescu in lucrarea
Renasterea africana aparuta in 1979 la Editura Politica. Aceasta este alcatuita din doua parti
care trateaza evolutia statelor din Africa Subsahariana din punct de vedere istoric, politc si
ideologic.

Istoria postcoloniala a Africii Subsahariene a fost tratata fara o imixtiune evidenta a
politicului de istoricul Constantin Buse prin doua studii publicate in fascicolul sapte al lucrarii
coordonate de Gheorghe Cazan intitulata Prelegeri de istorie universala contemporand,
aparuta in anul 1981 la Tipografia Universitatii din Bucuresti. Primul dintre acestea se referea
la istoria contemporana a fostelor colonii britanice din Africa Occidentala, Tn timp ce al doilea
se referea la statele francofone de la Sud de Sahara. Din pacate accesul publicului la acesta
lucrare era limitat, ea fiind de fapt un fel de suport de curs pentru studenti.

Ultima lucrare importanta despre Africa Subsahariana aparuta in perioada comunista a
fost un volum care continea selectii ale unor discursuri sau articole ale mai multor lideri din
fiecare stat din acea regiune a continentului african, intitulat Gandirea politica Africand.
Cartea a aparut n 1982 la Editura Politica, iar textele au fost selectate de Gheorghe Dragos si
Stefan Andrei, care in acel moment ocupa functia de Ministru de Externe al Romaniei.

Referitor la relatiile statelor din Africa Subsahariana cu Romania trebuie spus ca acest
subiect nu a reprezentat tema vreunei lucrari in acea perioada. Au existat totusi doua lucrari
Cu 0 tema mai vasta dar care au avut incluse si anumite aspecte ale relatiilor roméano-africane.
Prima dintre acestea se numeste Reprezentansele diplomatice ale Romaniei, aparuta in 1973
sub coordonarea lui Vasile Gliga, adjunct al Ministerului de Externe Tn acea perioada. Tn
volumul trei al lucrarii sunt tratate relatiile Romaniei cu toate statele de atunci incepand cu
anul 1945, inclusiv cu cele care fac parte din regiunea studiata de noi. Cu toate acestea,
studiile referitoare la relatiile cu tarile respective sunt destul de limitate din punct de vedere al
informatiilor si surselor, in realizarea lor fiind folosite mai ales informatii din ziarul Scanteia
si din Monitorul Oficial.

Cealalta lucrare care trateaza anuite aspecte ale relatiilor Romaniei cu statele africane
este cronologia intitulata Politica externa a Romaniei, aparuta sub coordonarea lui lon
Calafeteanu Tn anul 1986 la Editura Stiintifica si Enciclopedica. Tn cadrul acesteia sunt

analizate cele mai importante momente din politica externa a tarilor romane si mai apoi a
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Romaniei Tncepand din Evul Mediu si terminandu-se Tn anul aparitiei. Tn partea referitoare
perioada comunista sunt prezentate si principalele vizite reciproce ale unor delegatii roméane si
din cele cinci state care constituie tema lucrarii de fata.

O alta modalitate prin care se urmarea popularizarea Africii in randul populatiei romane
s-a realizat prin intermediul presei centrale. Astfel, incepand cu 1960, pagina de politca
externa a celor doua ziare principale, Scanteia si Romania Libera, era plina de informari si
editoriale referitorare la anumite evenimente petrecute pe continentul african. De asemenea,
erau publicate si reportaje de calatorie a unor ziaristi in anumite zone din Africa. Cele mai
interesante sunt cele realizate de Tudor Vornicu in anul 1960 in urma unei calatorii Tn mai
multe state din Africa Occidentala. La sfarsitul anului 1963 a fost infiintat saptamanalul de
politica externa Lumea, care a preluat acest subiect Tn paginile sale.

Dupa 1989 subiectele referitoare la relatiile bilaterale dintre Romania si statele din
Africa Subsahariana, sau despre sau evolutia celor din urma in perioada coloniala si
postcoloniala nu au mai prezentat interes din partea specialistilor, lucrarile pe aceasta tema
fiind aproape inexistente. Nici in cele care trateaza politica externa a Romaniei in perioada
comunista subiectul nostru nu este prezent sau este tratat superficial, desi fondul documentar
este imens. Tn ciuda acestor retineri din partea specialistilor au existat si cateva tentative de a
aduce in prim-plan politica dusa de Roméania pe acel continent. Singura care poate fi
mentionata se refera la studiul realizat de ambasadorul Valeriu Tudor in volumul al treilea din
lucrarea coordonata de ambasadorul Nicolae Ecobescu intitulata Romania, supravieruire si
afirmare prin diplomayie in anii Razboiului Rece, aparut in 2014 la editura Cetatea de Scaun.
Din pacate autorul prezinta doar relatiile romano-africane din anii 1971 si 1972, imbinand
sursele documentare cu propriile amintiri deoarece facuse parte din delegatia romana care a
vizitat cele opt state din Africa in anul 1972.

Referitor la istoria contemporana a Africii prima lucrare ce poate fi mentionata este cea
realizata de istoricul Viorel Cruceanu, intitulata Quo-Vadis Africa aparuta in anul 1999 la
editura Desteptarea din Bacau. Tn cadrul acesteia, autorul prezinta decolonizarea posesiunilor
engleze si franceze din Africa Subsahariana. Un alt autor care a analizat diferite aspecte ale
istoriei continentului negru a fost Simona Corlan-loan, care a publicat mai multe lucrari avand
ca subiect prezentarea trecutului Africii prin perspectiva istoriei imaginarului.

Tot dupa 1989 au inceput sa fie publicate si primele memorii ale fostilor demnitari si
diplomati din perioada comunista care au avut legatura cu Africa Subsahariana, sub forma
unor volume publicate de acestia sau prin interviuri acordate unor istorici ai perioadei. Din

prima categorie, cele mai bine scrise memorii sunt ale ambasadorului Ovidiu Popescu,
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grupate in lucrarea intitulata Diplomat pe trei continente, aparuta in anul 2007 la editura
Romania in Lume. Referitor la relatiile romano-africane autorul prezinta doua momente
importante la care a fost martor direct si anume vizita in mai multe state din acea regiune a
ministrului de externe Corneliu Manescu din anul 1970 si turneul lui Ceausescu din 1972
despre care am amintit mai sus. Informatiile prezentate de autor sunt extrem de precise, ele
confirmand si completand, in cele mai multe cazuri, informatiile existente in documentele
referitoare la cele doua subiecte.

Tn schimb, interviurile acordate de fostii demnitari unor istorici sunt neconcludente pentru
lucrarea noastra. Cel mai elocvent exemplu este interviul acordat de fostul ministru de
externe, Corneliu Manescu, Laviniei Betea aparut sub titlul Convorbiri neterminate, la editura
Polirom Tn 2001. Desi, fostul ministru a fost omul cheie ih extinderea relatiilor Romaniei cu
statele din Africa Subsahariana, autoarea nu face referire mai deloc la aceasta chestiune, doar
fostul demintar mai aducand Tn discutie anumite aspecte. Céteva intrebari si raspunsuri
referitoare la calatoriile si relatiile sale din Africa ar fi fost extrem de interesante pentru
lucrarea noastra, existand posibilitatea de a afla si anumite momente ale intélnirilor care nu
erau mentionate in documente. Probabil autoarea ar fi dorit sa faca acest lucru Tnsa exact in
perioada interviului fostul ministru a incetat din viata.

Obiectivul principal al lucrarii de fata este de a creiona modul in care Romania stabilit
relatii diplomatice cu statele din Africa Ecuatoriala si de Vest si cum s-au dezvoltat acestea in
perioada studiata. Tn acest context, putem afirma ca in definirea relatiilor romano-africane au
existat doua perioade: nainte si dupa anul 1965, atunci avand loc schimbarea conducerii
statului. Tn demersul nostru vom incerca sa descoperim cauzele care au dus la schimbarile
majore ale politicii externe romanesti fata de statele din zonele respective ale Africii in timpul
lui Ceausescu Tn comparatie cu perioada lui Gheorghiu-Dej. O alta directie propusa este de a
arata modul in care s-au desfasurat relatiile cu cele cinci state propuse, prezentand atét
aspectele pozitive ale acestora cat si pe cele negative. Pe baza cercetarii surselor vor fi
analizate in primul rand relatiile diplomatice dintre Romania si tarile respective, nefiind insa
marginalizate nici cele economice sau culturale. Pe alocuri, vor fi prezentate si cateva aspecte
ale relatiilor militare cu unele dintre acestea.

Din punct de vedere metodologic lucrarea de fata se axeaza intr-o mare masura pe
analiza documentului, dar si pe modul in care principalele momente studiate au fost
radiografiate in presa vremii. Vom utiliza metoda retrospectiva, evenimentele fiind incadrate
contextual prin analiza faptelor si sinteza informatiilor. De asemenea, firul evenimentelor va

fi prezentat cronologic, pentru fiecare an in parte. 1Tn acest context vom aplica si
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problematizarea, grupand informatiile prezentate in functie de natura lor: relatii diplomatice,
economice, culturale, pe linie de partid sau militare.

Datorita lipsei lucrarilor care trateaza subiectul propus in lucrarea de fata am pornit
aproape de la zero in cercetarea acestuia si ne-am bazat inr-o proportie ridicata pe documente
de arhiva si informatii din presa vremii. Cele mai multe documente provin din Arhivele
Nationale Istorice Centrale, de unde am folosit patru fonduri. Primul dintre acestea este
Comitetul Central al Partidului Comunist Roman din care am folosit mai multe subfonduri:
Sectia Relatii Externe, Sectia Cancelarie si Economica. Au mai fost utilizate si cateva dosare
din Sectiile Administrativ-Politica si Gospodaria de Partid. Alte fonduri din cadrul aceleiasi
arhive utilizate in vederea realizarii lucrarii au fost: Institutul Romén pentru Relatii Culturale
cu Strainatatea, Ministerul Comertului Exterior si Cooperarii Economice Internationale-
Directia export-import si Consiliul de Stat. Decrete.

Tn realizarea tezei de doctorat au fost utilizate si documente aflate Tn Arhivele
Diplomatice ale Ministerului Afacerilor Externe. Tn cadrul acestora, fondurile arhivistice din
perioada de dupa anul 1945 poarta numele statelor care au avut relatii bilaterale cu Romania.
Tn cazul de fata au fost studiate cinci astfel de fonduri: Africa general, Guineea, Ghana, RP
Congo si Republica Africa Centrala. Un mare dezavantaj intalnit aici a fost faptul ca
documentele erau inventariate doar pana in anul 1970. Aceasta situatie a prezentat anumite
dificultati Tnsa perioada 1971-1974 a reusit sa fie acoperita cu documente din cealalta arhiva.
O alta problema aparuta a fost legata de studierea documentelor referitoare la relatiile dintre
Romania si RD Congo ( Zair). Tn cadrul acelor arhive, inventarierea fondurilor pe tari s-a oprit
la litera R, iar statul african aparea cu denumirea adoptata in 1971, astfel incat aceste
documente nu au fost inventariate pe noul sistem. Prin bunavointa angajatilor acelei instiutii
am reusit sa cercetam cateva dosare inventariate dupa vechiul sistem ( Problema/ an/ Tara).

Putem afirma ca documentele folosite din cele doua arhive au echilibrat perfect lucrarea,
de la Arhivele Diplomatice descoperind documente mai ales pentru perioada 1960-1970, in
timp ce de la Arhivele Nationale cele mai multe si interesante documente utilizate sunt din
perioada 1971-1974.

Tot la categoria surse intrd si presa din acea perioada, utilizata Tn realizarea acestei
lucrari. Tn acest sens au fost preluate foarte multe informatii din numerele ziarelor Scanteia si
Romania Libera publicate in perioada 1960-1974. De asemenea au fost preluate informatii si
din articole aparute in saptaménalul de politica externa Lumea, care si-a inceput existenta spre

sfarsitul anului 1963.



Tn vederea realizarii acestei teze de doctorat au fost folosite si 0 serie de lucrari generale
si speciale. Pe langa cele mentionate mai sus au mai constituit surse de informatie si lucrari
ale unor autori straini avand ca subiect istoria contemporana a Africii sau biografiile unor
lideri ai statelor studiate. Cei mai cunoscuti Tn acest sens sunt autorii clasici precum sotii
Marianne si Robert Cornevin, Hubert Deschamps sau Joseph Ki- Zerbo. De asemenenea au
mai fost parcurse lucrari care tratau in continutul lor aspecte generale ale politicii externe
romanesti Tn perioada comunista, cei mai importanti autori din aceasta categorie si cu
perceptii diametral opuse fiind Vladimir Tismaneanu si Larry Watts.

Prezenta lucrare este alcatuita din sase capitole fiecare reprezentand relatiile Romaniei
cu Guineea, Ghana, RP Congo, RD Congo (Zair) si Republica Africa Centrala. Aparent
acestea sunt distincte, neexistand nicio legatura intre ele, Tnsa, pentru a avea un punct comun
de pornire am decis realizarea unui capitol introductiv numit Aspecte generale ale politicii
externe romanesti in Africa Subsahariana prin care sa fie demonstrata importanta avuta de
cele cinci state in relatiille cu Romania, in comparatie cu celelalte tari din acea regiune.
Politica Romaéniei pe continentul negru s-a bazat la inceput pe ajutorarea noilor state aparute,
mai ales Guineea, relatiile economice fiind inca ntr-un stadiu incipient, iar apogeul acestora
s-a consemnat dupa anul 1970. Tn perioada studiata au avut loc foarte multe vizite reciproce
ale unor delegatii romanesti si ale statelor din acea parte a Africii. Cele mai importante
momente au fost reprezentate de viziele lui Ceausescu Tn unele din aceste state din anii 1972
si 1974. De asemenea, mai multi lideri africani au vizitat Romania, primul dintre acestia fiind
Kwame Nkrumah in 1961. Tn cadrul acestor vizite au fost discutate foarte multe proiecte de
cooperare in mai multe domenii, insa foarte putine au fost puse in practica. Cauzele pentru
nerealizarea lor au fost mai multe si tineau mai ales de particularitatile statelor africane, care
se confruntau Tn acea perioada cu instabilitate politca si crize economice. Tnsa, o parte din
vina apartine si conducerii statului roman, care deseori neglija relatiile cu aceste state si
trimitea acolo activisti de partid, oameni slab pregatiti, de care vroiau sa scape. Cel mai
elocvent exemplu in acest sens este cazul primului ambasador roméan in Guineea si intr-o tara
din Africa Subsahariana, generalul Gheorghe Popescu, acesta fiind unul din cei care au pus
bazele Securitatii la sfarsitul anilor *40 si care ulterior a renuntat la cariera militara intrand in
diplomatie.

Ordinea in care sunt asezate capitolele nu este aleatorie ci a fost realizata pe baza unor
considerente. Tn afara de primul, despre care am mentionat mai sus, celelalte sunt asezate

cronologic, in functie de anul in care au inceput relatiile bilaterale cu Romania.



Al doilea capitol al tezei se numeste Relariile Romaniei cu Guineea intre anii 1960-1974.
Cele doua state au avut cele mai stabile si de durata relatii in perioada studiata, comparativ cu
celelalte tari analizate in prezenta lucrare. Aici Romania a deschis prima ambasada din Africa
Subsahariana si a ajutat, in functie de posibilitati, statul african. Politca de ajutorare a Guineei
a constat n trimiterea de specialisti in diferite domenii si profesori, precum si prin primirea la
studii sau la cursuri de prefectionare, anual, a unor tineri guineezi. Tn perioada studiata
Romania a ajutat Guineea si pe plan militar, de doua ori, in 1965 si 1970. Tncepand cu anul
1966 au fost stabilite si relatiile economice dintre cele doua state, care au intrat Tn declin dupa
1970 din cauza datoriilor neachitate ale Guineei. Tn perioada studiata au avut loc foarte multe
vizite reciproce ale delegatiilor celor doua tari, in mai multe arii de cooperare: economica,
culturala, diplomatica sau pe linie de partid. Momentul culminant al relatiilor dintre cele doua
state s-a petrecut in anul 1974, atunci cand liderii celor doua state, Ceausescu si Sekou Toure
s-au ntalnit pentru prima data, Tn timpul vizitei dictatorului roman in Guineea.

Urmatorul capitol trateaza relatiile bilaterale dintre Romania si Ghana. Acestea au
debutat intr-un mod favorabil, Ghana infiintdnd la Bucuresti prima ambasada a vreunui stat
din Africa de la Sud de Sahara in Romania; un an mai tarziu tara noastra a deschis la randul ei
0 ambasada la Accra. De asemenea, Ghana a fost primul stat din regiune cu care Roménia a
stabilit relatii economice, iar presedintele Nkrumah a fost primul sef de stat african care a
vizitat Romania n anul 1961. Tntre anii 1963-1968 au fost trimisi In mai multe randuri
specialisti romani in domeniul geologiei si petrolului care au explorat cu succes o regiune a
statului african. Dupa 1966, anul in care regimul lui Nkrumah a fost Tnlaturat, puterea a fost
preluata de un regim de dictatura militara pro-occidental. Desi relatiile Ghanei cu statele
comuniste au avut de suferit n perioada imediat urmatoare acestui eveniment, fiind expulzati
foarte multi functionari chinezi si sovietici care lucrau in statul african, Roménia a fost scutita
de aceste neplaceri; mai mult relatiile economice au continuat nestingherite. O scadere
dramatica a acestora s-a simtit dupa anul 1969 odata cu instaurarea unui guvern civil in
Ghana. Relatiile dintre cele doua state au revenit la normal in 1972 atunci cand a avut loc o
noua lovitura militara, iar puterea a fost preluata de colonelul Acheampong, care manifesta o
politica de cooperare cu toate statele lumii, netinand cont de orientarea lor politica. Tn acelasi
an, primul presedinte ghanez, Kwame Nkrumah, si-a aratat aprecierea fatd de Romania
alegand sa vina la Bucuresti sa se trateze de o boala incurabila, in detrimentul altor state mult
mai dezvoltate. De altfel, capitala Roméniei a fost ultimul loc pe care l-a vazut, stingandu-se

din viata la 27 aprilie 1972 intr-un spital de acolo.
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Tn partea ecuatoriald a Africii primul stat cu care Romania a intrat in contact a fost RD
Congo. Acest lucru s-a intamplat inca de la sfarsitul secolului XIX, atunci cand presa romana
de stanga a vremii, de-0 pate si de alta a Carpatilor, relata despre atrocitatile comise de
belgieni in colonia lor. Urmatorul moment in care acest teritoriu a interactionat din nou cu
Romania a fost in timpul evenimentelor care au succedat obtinerea independentei din 30 iunie
1960. Tnca de la inceput, statul roman si-a aratat sustinerea fata de guvernul condus de Patrice
Lumumba, moartea acestuia starnind ample manifestari de protest in statul roméan. Relatiile
diplomatice dintre celel doua tari au fost stabilite in 1966, la scurt timp dup preluarea puterii
de generalul Mobutu. Tntre 1966-1974 acestea au fost la un nivel acceptabil, Romania
deschizénd la Kinshasa prima ambasada a sa din zona Africii Ecuatoriale in 1968. Cele mai
importante momente ale relatiilor dintre cele doua tari au fost vizita lui Mobutu Th Romania
din 1970 si cea a lui Ceausescu in statul african din 1972. Aceste evenimente au constituit o
premiera pentru cei doi presedinti, Romania fiind primul stat din lagarul socialist vizitat de
Mobutu. Tn acelasi timp, Ceausescu a fost primul lider din acea regiune a lumii care a sosit n
Zair.

Dupa 1970 relatiile dintre cele doua state s-au extins in aproape toate domeniile ,
inclusiv pe linie de partid. Motivul principal a fost apropierea Romaniei de SUA in acea
perioada, americanii fiind cei care controlau regimul lui Mobutu. Cea mai importanta
realizare a oficialilor roméani in relatiile cu statul african s-a consemnat in 1973 si a fost aceea
de a-l convinge pe Mobutu sa infiinteze o societate mixta de cooperare economica romano-
zaireza In domeniul agriculturii, desi legile statului african interziceau acest lucru.

Al cincilea capitol al lucrarii de fata trateaza relatiile Romaniei cu RP Congo in
perioada 1966-1974. Relatiile acestora in perioada studiata s-au desfasurat pe durata a doua
regimuri politice diferite ale statului african. La Tnceput, in anul 1966, la putere se afla
Alphonse Massemba-Debat, care era un apropiat al francezilor si a condus tara din 1963 pana
in anul 1968. Punctul culminant al relatiilor cu Roméania a fost atins in vara anului 1968,
atunci cand liderul congolez a efectuat o vizita la Bucuresti, cu cateva luni nainte de a fi
nlaturat de la putere. Tn locul sau, a ajuns la putere comandantul Marien Ngouabi, care a
instaurat un regim de orientare marxista, fiind ajutat la guvernare de partidul sau unic numit
Miscarea Nationala Congoleza. Tn perioada studiatd au avut loc nenumarate vizite reciproce
ale delegatiilor celor doua state, in mai multe domenii, cele mai dese fiind pe linie de partid.
Momentul culminant ale relatiilor dintre PCR si MNC s-a petrecut in timpul vizitei lui
Ceausescu Tn Congo din anul 1972, atunci fiind invitat sa tina o prelegere in cadrul plenarei

CC al PCM. Presedintele Ngouabi a vizitat si el Romania in anul 1973. Pe plan economic,
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relatiile dintre cele doua state au fost mai mult la nivel declarativ, in cadrul intrunirilor fiind
facute foarte multe propuneri insa foarte putine dintre ele fiind puse in practica, principalul
impediment fiind situatia precara in acest domeniu a statului african.

Tn ultimul capitol al lucrarii sunt analizae relatiile bilaterale dintre Romania si Republica
Africa Centrala intre anii 1968-1974. Acestea s-au concentrat pe mai multe directii. Astfel, pe
plan diplomatic au avut loc trei vizite la nivel de sefi de stat, doua oficiale reciproce in 1970 si
1972 si una neoficiala a lui Bokassa in Romania din anul 1973. Tn cadrul acestora s-au pus
bazele cooperarii economice dintre cele doua state care s-a materializat prin infiintarea unei
Comisii mixte de cooperare economica si stiintifica intre cele doua tari in anul 1971, iar apoi
prin infiintarea a patru societati mixte romano-centrafricane intre anii 1973-1974. Prima
dintre acestea se numea SCAROMINES si avea ca obiect de activitate explorarea in comun a
unor terenuri cu diamante puse la dispozitie de conducerea statului african. Alte doua,
LAROMBOIS si CAROMBOIS aveau ca scop exploatarea, industrializarea si
comercializarea lemnului din mai multe zone ale Republicii Africa Centrala, in timp ce ultima
se numea SOMCAROM si avea ca scop cultivarea bumbacului si a altor plante. O alta directie
a cooperarii dintre cele doua state s-a concentrat pe ajutorarea statului african prin dotarea
unor institutii de Tnvatdmant si unor spitale de pe teritoriul acestuia cu materiale romanesti. De
asemenea foarte multi centrafricani au fost primiti la studii si la cursuri de perfectionare in
Romania pe durata perioadei studiate. Tn urma vizitelor reciproce efectuate de cei doi lideri,
intre acestia s-a legat o puternica prietenie. Mai mult, se pare ca Bokassa avea un puternic
sentiment de admiratie fata de Ceausescu, acest lucru reiesind din discutiile acestora, purtate
n timpul vizitelor, dar si din corespondenta dintre cei doi, unde, de cele mai multe ori, liderul
centrafrican i se adresa conducatorului roman cu apelativul Fratele meu mai mare. Relatiile
dintre cele doua state au continuat sa fie stranse pana in anul 1976, atunci cand presedintele
centrafrican si-a transformat tara din republica in imperiu, iar el devenind Tmparatul Bokassa
l.

Concluzia finala a lucrarii de doctorat este ca intre Romania si aceste state au existat foarte
multe vizite reciproce la toate nivelurile si au fost foarte multe discutii in vederea realizarii
unor proiecte de cooperare. Tnsi, cele mai multe au ramas la nivel declarativ fiind

materializate foarte putine dintre acestea.
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In this paper we propose to analyze the relations between Romania and some
countries in Western Equatorial Africa and during 1960-1974, namely Guinea, Ghana, P. R.
Congo, D. R. Congo (Zaire from 1971) and Central African Republic. The first question that
arises is why | chose two regions of the African continent and not others. From the outset it
should be noted that the territory south of the Sahara, in the basement of which there are many
natural resources was the battlefield of colonial empires, and after their disappearance United
States and the Soviet Union began a race to attract their side as many new states. During
Gheorghiu-Dej regime that lasted until 1965, Romania's interest in this part of the world was
low, falling into foreign policy directions set by Moscow.

Another reason is that, at the beginning of the proposed period, the majority of
independent states were in the central and western part of the continent. In this context,
countries across sub-Saharan Africa that Romania initiated the first bilateral relations were
Guinea and Ghana, who were considered alongside Mali, USSR satellites on this continent.
Compared to these countries, Romania pursued a policy of helping them, materialized by
sending specialists in several areas of their deficient. Towards the late 60s and the early 70s
Romania began to show independence increasingly more towards Moscow, this being
observed in foreign policy towards African countries. The new leader of Romania, Nicolae
Ceausescu, has not taken into account in relations with these countries for their affiliation to
any of the great powers since then. The best example of this is that Romania establishing
bilateral relations followed by an extensive cooperation in many areas, with countries that
were under the influence of former colonial empires or the US, the most important being the
DR Congo (Zaire) and Central African Republic. The climax after which Ceausescu high
prestige in these areas has been following rebel gesture not to accept the decision of the
Warsaw Pact to attack Czechoslovakia in 1968 after the so-called Prague Spring. This event
opened the Iron Curtain for Romania in the diplomatic, in the years that followed is visited by
many leaders of democratic states, led by Nixon and De Gaulle. However, internally the

situation remained unchanged, Romania having one of the toughest Stalinist policies of the



communist bloc. Apparently, good relations with Western democracies were extended to
African countries who were under their influence.

A special case is represented by Romania's relations with P. R. Congo (Brazzaville),

which began in 1966 under President Alphonse Massamba Debat, a friend of France. In 1968,
following a coup, power was taken over by Commander Marien Ngouabi, who founded the
Revolutionary Congolese Movement a Party of Marxist orientation. Since then, P. R. Congo
became the closest ally of Romania in the region, from an ideological standpoint, this
extending the relations between the parties of the two countries, which have held several
exchanges of delegations.
The fact that these states had the best relations with Romania is demonstrated by numerous
visits by Romanian officials and Nicolae Ceausescu himself on the African continent. In the
famous tournament in March of 1972 we were visited eight countries in central and eastern
North Africa. Areas analyzed in this paper Romanian dictator went straight through three
states proposed to be analyzed their bilateral relations with Romania, namely Central African
Republic, Congo and Zaire RP. In 1974 he held the second raid Ceausescu in sub-Saharan
Africa, visited Guinea and Liberia.

Another consideration we chose the five countries is that the survey period were the most
intense bilateral relations with Romania, which materialized through numerous mutual visits,
cooperation agreements and treaties initialed and applied in  many fields.

A small exception is Ghana, the first country in the regions studied that Romania has
established economic relations. By 1966 Romania's cooperation with this country was very
good, especially since President Kwame Nkrumah was the first African leader who visited
Romania in 1961. Unfortunately, he was removed from power in the above mentioned, being
replaced by a military regime. Since then Ghana has entered a period of political instability,
but paradoxically, the economic relations between the two countries continued up to 1970.

Neither the proposed period for reviewing bilateral relations between Romania and the
five African countries is not chosen randomly. The 1960, for instance, was crucial in the
history of decolonization, then became independent more than 30 former colonies in sub-
Saharan Africa and is called the "Year of Africa" by contemporaries. At that time Romania
has made first contacts with the realities of these countries, the immediate recognition of their
existence and by sending the first delegations to these countries to participate in the festivities
on the occasion of independence.

Instead, 1974 was chosen because, as stated above, was Ceausescu's second landing on sub-

Saharan Africa, through visits to Liberia and Guinea. That year has been very important in the
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economic field when the first companies to operate as joint economic cooperation between
Romania and some of those countries.

The subject of this paper is very little researched, the relations with the countries in
Sub-Saharan Africa is generally avoided or treated superficially by specialists today. Some
interest on this part of the world existed in communist times, when they were developed
several works that address issues related to decolonization in general and the history of some
of these countries. Moreover, before 1989 it appeared most works that focused mainly on the
African continent principal or member of it. Since 1960, the communist leadership of
Romania decided popularizing the Sub-Saharan Africa among the masses by publishing books
and as many articles in newspapers and magazines of the time. The first paperwork who have
discovered and had the main theme the black continent, was the political and economic
reshape Africa Today, published at Editura Politica in 1962. In it were shown several
historical, geographical and economic aspects of the new African states. Subsequently began
to be explored matter for the spiritual and cultural sub-Saharan Africa, the initiator of this
trend was the academician Constantin lonescu Gulian. Referring to Africa he published two
papers written in a decent way. The first was named About the spiritual culture of African
peoples and appeared at Editura Stiintifica in 1964. In it, the author tried to dismantle the idea
of the inferiority of African culture to the other. In this regard it was made a radiography of
the main values and cultural elements of the African continent, and to be convincing Gulian
presented his idea and some favorable reviews from many people of Western culture. The
other work written by academician was named Man in African folklore and published in 1967
in the Universal Literature Publishing House.

In the second half of the 60s began to appear paper works on the history of sub-Saharan
African countries, the most important being written by Nestor Rates and Nae Popescu, named
Congolese Realities. This occurred in 1966 Publishing Policy and was the subject of the
history and evolution of the former Belgian colony of Congo.

In the 70s Romanian authors continued to publish papers that had as main topic the history
and realities of sub-Saharan Africa. Unfortunately they were under the control of the
increasingly pressing issue of the Romanian Communist Party, most of them being located
under the influences and doctrinal official party position towards the region. The first work
published at that time was called Decolonization and international relations and was written
by Radu Vasiliu. It was published in Political Publishing House in 1972. Unfortunately this
does not present objective events and situations that analyze them using certain linguistic

clichés communist historians. An interesting approach had Elena and Marin Voiculescu in a
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paperwork named African Renaissance published in 1979 at Editura Politica. It is comprised
of two parts that treat the evolution of Sub-Saharan African states by historically,
ideologically and Policies perspectives.

Postcolonial history of sub-Saharan Africa was treated without obvious political
interference by historian Constantin Buse in two studies published in the seven part of paper
coordinated by Gheorghe Cazan entitled Contemporary World History, published in 1981 at
Bucharest University Press. The first of these concerned the contemporary history of the
former British colonies in West Africa, while the second concerned the Francophone
countries South of the Sahara. Unfortunately this work’s public access was limited, it was
actually a kind of a course support for students.

Sub-Saharan Africa's last major work published during the communist period was a
volume containing selections of speeches or articles of several leaders from every state in that
region of the African continent, entitled African Political Thought. The book was published in
1982 Publishing Policy and the texts were selected by Dragos Gheorghe and Stefan Andrei,
who, at the time, held the office of Foreign Minister of Romania.

On relations of Romania with Sub-Saharan African states it must be said that this issue
was not subject to any work during that period. There were still two works with a wider issue
but had included certain aspects of Romanian relations with the African states. The first of
these is called the Romanian diplomatic representations, published in 1973 under the
direction of Vasile Gliga, deputy of Romanian Foreign Affairs Ministry at the time. In the
third volume of the work they are handled relations of Romania with all states since 1945,
including those belonging to the region studied by us. However, studies on the relations with
these countries are quite limited in terms of information and sources, the mostly used
information were taken from the newspaper Scanteia and the Official Gazette.

The other work dealing with aspects of Romania's relations with African states is the
chronology entitled Romania’'s foreign policy, published under the direction of lon
Calafeteanu in 1986 at Scientific and Encyclopedic Publishing. Within it are considered the
most important moments of Romanian foreign policy of Romanian countries and then of
Romanian state since the Middle Ages and ending in the year of publication. In the
communist period are presented on the main Romanian mutual visits of delegations from five
states and is the subject of this paper.

Another way to popularize African states in the image of Romanian population was
achieved through central media. Thus, since 1960 page External Policies of the two main

newspapers, Scanteia and Romania Libera, were full of informations and editorials about
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certain events occurring on the African continent. They were also published reports of
journalists traveling in some parts of Africa. Most interesting are those made by Tudor
Vornicu in 1960 after a trip to several countries in West Africa. At the end of 1963 it was
founded the weekly foreign policy world who took up this topic in its pages.

After 1989, topics concerning bilateral relations between Romania and the countries of
sub-Saharan Africa, or on development of the last ones, in colonial and postcolonial period
have not shown interest from specialists and the subject is almost nonexistent. No dealing in
the foreign policy of Romania during the communist period our subject is not present or is
treated superficially, though the documentary fond is huge. Besides those concerns of
specialists they were several attempts to bring back the topic of the foreign policy of Romania
on that continent. The only one who can be mentioned refers to the study made by
Ambassador Valeriu Tudor in the third volume of work coordinated by Ambassador Nicholas
Ecobescu entitled Romania, survival and affirmation through diplomacy during the Cold War
appeared in 2014 published by Editura Cetatea de Scaun. Unfortunately the author presents
only African-Romanian relations from 1971 to 1972, combining documentary sources with
his own memories because he was part of the Romanian delegation who had visited eight
countries from Africa in 1972,

Referring to the contemporary history of Africa, first work to be mentioned is that made
by historian Viorel Cruceanu entitled Quo Vadis Africa, published in 1999 in Editura
Desteptarea from Bacau. In it, the author presents the decolonization of the English and
French posessions in Sub-Saharan Africa. Another author who analyzed various aspects of the
history of the black continent was Simona Corlan-loan, who had published several papers on
the subject of Africa by presenting past history by imaginary.

Also, after 1989 it began to be published first memoirs of former officials and diplomats
from the communist period that were related to sub-Saharan Africa as books published by
them, or by interviews realized by historians of the period. In the first category, the well-
written memoirs where those of Ambassador Ovidiu Popescu who are grouped into work
entitled Diplomat on three continents, published in 2007 in Romania in World Publishing.
Referring to the Romanian-African relations, author presents two important points which was
a direct witness, namely the visit to several countries in the region of Foreign Minister
Corneliu Manescu from 1970 and the 1972 tournament made by Ceausescu who we talked
about above. The informations submitted by the author are extremely precise, confirming and
complementing , in most cases, the information contained in the archive documents relating to

those topics.



Instead, interviews of former officials made by historians are inconclusive for our
work. The best example is the interview of former foreign minister, Corneliu Manescu,
realized by Lavinia Betea who appeared under the title Unfinished Conversations at Polirom
in 2001. Although, the former minister was the key man in expanding relations with the
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, the author does not referenced at all in this matter, only
former official calling into question certain aspects. Some questions and answers on travel
and connections in Africa would have been extremely interesting for our work, with the
opportunity to learn and at certain times of the meetings which were not mentioned in the
documents. Perhaps the author wanted to do this but just during the interview former minister
died.

The main objective of this paper is to outline how Romania established diplomatic
relations with the countries of Western and Equatorial Africa and how they have developed in
proposed period. In this context, we can say in defining that the African-Romanian relations
had two periods: before and after 1965, when state leadership change taking place in
Romania. In our approach we try to discover the causes that led to major changes in the
Romanian foreign policy towards the states in those areas of Africa during Ceausescu's period
compared with Gheorghiu-Dej. Another strategy proposed is to show how relations were
conducted with the five states proposed, showing both their positive aspects and the negative
ones. Based on research sources will be analyzed primarily diplomatic relations between
Romania and the countries concerned, but not marginalized any economic or cultural. In
places, it will be presented and some aspects of military ties with some of them.

In terms of methodological the paper focuses to a large extent on document analysis, but
also on how the main points studied were radiography in Romanian press. We use the
retrospect method, the events being included contextual analysis of the facts and information
synthesis. Also, events will be presented in chronological thread for each individual year. In
this context we apply and questioning, grouping information presented according to their
nature, diplomatic relations, economic, cultural, military or party line.

Due to the lack of work that deals with the subject proposed in this paper we started
almost from zero in our research and we relied on a high proportion archival documents and
information from the press. Most of the documents are from Central Historical National
Archives, where we used four funds. The first of these is the Central Committee of the
Romanian Communist Party from which we used several sub-funds: Foreign Relations
Department, Economic Department and the Chancellery. Were used and several cases of

Administrative and Political Department and Grange Party. Other funds within the same
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records used to achieve the work were: Romanian Institute for Cultural Relations with
Foreign Countries, Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Economic Cooperation-
export-import Department and the found named State Council. Decrees.

To realize this thesis were used documents from Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Within their archival funds in the period after 1945 had named by countries
that had bilateral relations with Romania. In this case, we studied five such funds: general
Africa, Guinea, Ghana, P. R. Congo and Central African Republic. A big disadvantage
encountered here was that the documents were inventoried only until 1970. This had some
difficulties but managed 1971-1974 period is covered with documents from other archives.
Another issue raised was related to studying the documents concerning relations between
Romania and DR Congo (Zaire). In those archives, inventory country funds stopped at the
letter R and the African state appear with the name adopted in 1971 ( Zaire), so they have not
been listed on the new system. Courtesy of employees of that institution we were able to
examine some files from the old inventory system (Issue / year / Country).

We can assert that documents used in the two archives have perfectly balanced work of
the Diplomatic Archives especially revealing documents for the period 1960-1970, while the
National Archives most interesting documents used are from the period 1971-1974.

On the sources category entered also the press of that time, used in carrying out this
work. In this regard it was taken very much information from Scénteia and Romania Libera
newspaper numbers published between 1960-1974. Also they were taken information and
articles in the weekly Lumea foreign policy, which came into existence towards the end of
1963.

In order to achieve this thesis were used and a range of general and special papers.
Besides those mentioned above have established information sources and works of foreign
authors on the subject of contemporary African history or biographies of leaders of the states
studied. Most popular this are the classical authors such as Marianne and Robert Cornevin
husbands, Joseph Ki-Zerbo or Hubert Deschamps. Were covered also works that address
general issues in their content Romanian foreign policy during the communist period, the
most important authors in this category and is diametrically opposed perceptions were
Vladimir Tismaneanu and Larry Watts.

This paper consists of six chapters each representing Romania's relations with Guinea,
Ghana, PR Congo, DR Congo (Zaire) and Central African Republic. Apparently they are
separate and there is no connection between them, but to have a common starting | decided to

conduct an introductory chapter called General of the Romanian foreign policy in sub-
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Saharan Africa which is demonstrated the importance taken by the five states in relations with
Romania, compared to other countries in the region. Romania's policy on the black continent
was based primarily on helping new states emerged, particularly Guinea, economic relations
are still at an early stage and their pinnacle was recorded after 1970. During the period studied
there were many mutual visits of some Romanian delegations and Member of that part of
Africa. The highlights were the visits made by Ceausescu in some of these states in 1972 and
1974. Also, more African leaders visited Romania, the first of which is Kwame Nkrumah in
1961. During these visits were discussed very many cooperation projects in several areas, but
very few have been implemented. The causes for their failure were many peculiarities and
kept mostly to African countries which faced at the time with Policies of instability and
economic crisis. But some of the blame belongs Romanian state leadership, often neglecting
relations with these countries and there sending party activists, poorly trained people, who
wanted to get rid of. The best example of this is where the first Romanian ambassador in
Guinea and in a country in sub-Saharan Africa, General Gheorghe Popescu, this is one of
those who founded in the late 40s the Securitate and who later renounced at his military career
to enter in diplomacy.

The order in which sections are set is not random but is performed on the basis of
considerations. Apart from the first, which | mentioned above, others are arranged
chronologically by the year they began bilateral relations with Romania.

The second chapter is called Romania's relations with Guinea in the years 1960-1974.
The two states had the most stable and lasting relations during the survey period, compared to
the other countries analyzed in this paper. Here, Romania opened its first embassy in a
country from sub-Saharan Africa and helped where possible, the guinea state. Policies that
help Guinea were to send specialists in various fields and teachers, as well as receiving
education or courses on improvement of annually of young Guinea. In the period studied
Guinea and Romania helped militarily, twice, in 1965 and 1970. Since 1966 were established
also economic relations between the two countries, which have declined since the 1970s due
to unpaid debts of Guinea. During the period studied there were many mutual visits of
delegations of the two countries in several areas of cooperation: economic, cultural,
diplomatic or party line. The highlight of the relations between the two states was spent in
1974, when leaders of the two countries, Sekou Toure Ceausescu met for the first time,
Romanian dictator during his visit to Guinea.

The next chapter deals with bilateral relations between Romania and Ghana. They

debuted in a favorable mode, when Ghana founded in Bucharest the first embassy of any state
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in Africa south of the Sahara in Romania; a year later was our country turn to open an
embassy in Accra. Also, Ghana was the first country in the region with who Romania had
established economic relations, and President Nkrumah was the first African head of state
who visited Romania in 1961. Between 1963 to 1968 were sent on several occasions
Romanian specialists in geology and oil have successfully explored a region of the African
state. After 1966, the year in which Nkrumah's regime was overthrown, the power was taken
over by a military dictatorship pro-Western. Although Ghana's relations with communist
states have suffered in the immediate aftermath of this event, expelled many Chinese and
Soviet officials working in the African state, Romania has been exempted from such
unpleasantness; more economic relations continued unabated. A dramatic drop of them was
felt after 1969 with the establishment of a civilian government in Ghana. Relations between
the two countries were normalized in 1972 when he hosted a new military coup and took over
the power of Colonel Acheampong, exhibiting a policy of cooperation with all countries,
regardless of their political orientation. In the same year, the first president of Ghana, Kwame
Nkrumah, showed his appreciation for Romania choosing to come to Bucharest to treat an
incurable disease, the expense of other more developed countries. Moreover, the capital of
Romania was the last place that he visited, fading out of life April 27, 1972 in a hospital there.
In equatorial Africa the first country with which Romania came into contact was DR
Congo. This happened since the late nineteenth century, when the Romanian Leftist press
from both sides of the Carpathians, reported some of atrocities committed by Belgians in their
colonies. Next time when this territory again interacted with Romania was during the events
that followed the independence of 30 June 1960. From the outset, the Romanian state has
shown support for the government of Patrice Lumumba, raising his death wide protests in the
Romanian state. Diplomatic relations between the other two countries were established in
1966, shortly after the seizure of power by General Mobutu. Between 1966-1974 they were at
an acceptable level, Romania opening at Kinshasa its first embassy in Equatorial Africa
region in 1968. The highlights of the relations between the two countries were Mobutu's visit
in Romania since 1970 and that of Ceausescu in the African nation since 1972. These events
were a first for the two presidents, Romania is the first country in the socialist camp visited by
Mobutu. At the same time, Ceausescu was the first leader of that region of the world who
arrived in Zaire.
After 1970 relations between the two countries have expanded in almost all areas,
including the party line. The main reason were the good relations between Romania and the

US at the time, the Americans are the ones who controlled regime of Mobutu. The most
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important achievement of Romanian officials in dealing with the African state was recorded
in 1973 and was to persuade Mobutu to establish a joint venture cooperation economic
Romanian-Zairese in agriculture, although the laws of the African state forbade this.

The fifth chapter of this paper deals with Romania's relations with RP Congo during
1966-1974. Their relations during the survey period were conducted during two different
political regimes of the African state. At first, in 1966, was in power Alphonse Massemba-
Debat, who was close to French and led the country from 1963 to 1968. The highlight of
relations with Romania was reached in the summer of 1968, when the leader Congolese paid a
visit to Bucharest, a few months before being ousted. In its place he came to power
Commander Marien Ngouabi, which established a regime of Marxist orientation, being helped
by his government by the uniquely party named Congolese National Movement. During the
period studied there were numerous mutual visits of delegations of the two countries in
several areas, the most frequent being the party line. The highlight of the relations between
PCR and MNC was spent during Ceausescu's visit in Congo since 1972, when he was invited
to lecture at the plenary session of the Central Committee of CPM. The President Ngouabi
also visited Romania in 1973. On the economic relations between the two countries were
more declarative in meetings many proposals being made but very few of them being put into
practice, the main obstacle being the poverty witch the African state confront it.

In the last chapter of the book are analyze the bilateral relations between Romania and the
Central African Republic between 1968-1974. They focused on several directions. Thus, there
were three diplomatic visits at head of state, two in 1970 and 1972 reciprocal official and an
unofficial one of Bokassa in Romania in 1973. Among those, was set up an economic
cooperation between the two countries which materialized through the establishment of a
Joint Commission for economic and scientific cooperation between the two countries in 1971,
and then through the establishment of four joint ventures between Romania and the Central
African in 1973-1974. The first is called SCAROMINES and had the object of joint
exploration of diamonds in a land made available by Bokassa. Two others were aimed
CAROMBOIS and LAROMBOIS and were in the domain of exploitation, industrialization
and marketing of timber from several areas of the Central African Republic, while the last
named SOMCAROM and aim cultivation of cotton and other crops. Another direction of
cooperation between the two countries concentrated on helping African state by equipping of
educational institutions and hospitals to its territory with Romanian materials. Also many
were received at the Central studies and courses in Romania during the period studied. After

mutual visits made by the two leaders, it has tied a strong friendship. Moreover, it seems that
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Bokassa had a strong sense of admiration for Ceausescu this proceeding from their
discussions, held during the visits, and correspondence between the two, where, most often,
the leader of Central African and address Romanian driver appellation My older brother.
Relations between the two countries continued to be collected until 1976, when President
Central African country has turned the republic into empire, and he became Emperor Bokassa
l.

The final conclusion of the PhD thesis is that between Romania and these countries there
have been many reciprocal visits at all levels and have been many discussions in order to
achieve cooperation projects. But most remained in statements being very few of them

materialized.
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